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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


Discob RS E with ſome private friends, 
concerning the juſtneſs and propriety of 
unitarian chriſtians uſing the term idolatrous, 
in ſpeaking of the worſhip of thoſe chriſtians, 
who together and equally with the God and 
Father of all, worſhip two other divine per- 
ſons, firſt gave riſe to the thought of pub- 
liſhing the following converſations: which 
have their foundation in real life, though 
ſome what varied in their manner and cir- 
cumſtances. ; | 
But another cauſe urged to the publication 
ſtill more powerfully. 

When I was muſing, and deeply impreſſed 
with the ſubject, a well known letter of Me- 
lancthon to Camerarius came acroſs my mind, 

written ſoon after (a) Servetus had printed 
(a) This learned and ingenious phyſician, who was 
after wards burnt alive at Geneva, merely for propagating 
_ theſe opinions, and perſiſting in them, was little more 
WIT: y A 2 | than 


iv INTRODUCTION. 
book againſt the Trinity, aſſerting that Chriſt 


was only a man ; in which the former of theſe 


than 20 years old, when he firſt publiſhed his ſentiments ; 
in which he grew more confirmed, as he advanced in age. 
But although he could not ſee any grounds to think ſo 
highly of Chriſt as others, he entertained ſuch reverence 
for him, that he is ſaid to have died, calling upon Chrift i in 
the might of the flames. And I have obſerved i in his wri- 
tings, invocations of Chriſt of a greater length. Socinus 
| alſo, who lived ſome years after, whoſe ſentiments are 
well' known, maintained it to be even a duty to pray to | 
Chriſt, OIL 
SBeocinus, and perhaps Servetus, held that the lordſhip 
and dominion aſcribed, to Chriſt, in the ſcriptures, im- 
plied, and authorized the worſhip of him, by prayer. 
Later writers alſo of what is called the Arian perſuaſion, 
have thought that the mediatorial office of Chriſt, to 
which they: aſcribe 'much more than is to be found in 
ſcripture, warranted the worſhip of him; and that prayer 
ſometimes, though not generally, might be made to him. 
But aſſuredly no delegated power or authority, which the 
ſeriptures aſctibe to Chriſt, can authorize invocation of 
him in prayer, unleſs he himſelf, or his apoſtles, have ex- 
preſsly ſignified, that ſuch is the will of God. A matter 
of ſuch magnitude, as the ſetting up of a new God and 
object of worſhip, would not have been left to men's in- 
' ferences, and concluſions, from phraſes, which of them- 
_ ſelves. imported nothing of the kind; but would have been 
made the ſubject of a plain command. For whatever, in 
_ reſpect of divine worſhip and prayer to any perſon, is 
pot c commanded in the ſacred writings, is forbidden. 


perſons, h 
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perſons, noted for his humanity and modera- 
tion, very pathetically forebodes, and laments, 
the contentions, and miſeries, but too much 
verified fince even to this hour, that would be 
produced by the diſputes then reviving, about 
(S) the logos, i. e. the word, and the ſpirit; which 
are the terms uſed by this great friend of Luther, 
to denote two of the divine perſons that went 
to compoſe the trinity: but which certainly 
are not held out, either of them, to be gods 
diſtinct from the heavenly Father, with any 
very apparent degree of evidence, in the ſacred 
writings; and therefore about which my 
might well entertain doubts. 

And I could not help immediately ſaying 
to myſelf ; that from the rapid progreſs of 


(5) Hegi 715 Tpiades ſcis me ſemper veritum eſſe, fore, 
ut hæc aliquando erumperent. Bone Deus | quales tra- 
godias excitabit hæc quæſtio ad poſteros, « tr vrogacis 
0 Aoyog 3 fi £51 Uropacic To-Tveupa; i. e. You know 
that I was always afraid that theſe diſputes about the 
trinity would break out ſome time or other. Good God! 
what ſad tragedies will take riſe among thoſe that come 
after us, from the controverſy, whether 1 4 
perſon; whether the ſpirit be a perſn ? 

See an account of Calvin's treatment of enge p- 


395) 106. 1 | 
A 3; 5 We 


vi INTRODUCTION, 
free inquiry, and improvement in the know- 
lege of the ſcriptures, for ſome years paſt, ſtill 
daily increaſing ; and from the very great 
plainneſs, and perſpicuity, with which the 
doctrine of the divine unity is deliyered 
throughout the Bible; it could not fail but 
that the groſs deviations from this doctrine, 
among all bodies of chriſtians, but particularly 
diſcernible in the liturgy of the church of 
England, a form of devotion in other reſpects 
moſt admirable, muſt ſoon be deſcried by 
multitudes of that communion, and excite 
no fmall ferment and diſturbance amongſt 
them, without fome proper preparation, and 
inſtruction given them relating to it. 
For how much ſoever the point has been 
induſtriouſly perplexed by vain learning and 
philoſophy, there is no kind of difficulty in 
deciding upon it; namely, whether there be 
one God, one divine perſon, hom we are to 
worthip ; or three divine perſons, three Gods, 
to whom we ate to offer up our prayers. © 
There is only one book in the World to de 
confulted about it; the Bible. And no learn- 
ing is neceſſary for the interpretation of that 
book, in this grand article; only to take it 
a up, 
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up, to learn what it contains upon the ſub- 
jeR, and not to bring along with us to the 
reading of it, what we think it ought to con- 
tain, and have before been taught by our 
nurſes and prieſts, and are reſolved not to 


give up. 


'To alles or rs to prevent ſuch religious 
hai and convulſions, of all others the moſt 
to be avoided, I believed it would be of uſe 
to give to' the public, what preſented itſelf 
on the ſubject, to a ſelect ſociety of ſerious 
perſons, of good ſenſe, converſing upon it; v:z. 
nr ret” the ſtrong evidence that was 

* produced from ſcripture, of the 
| abſolute: unity of God; and that the bleſſed 
Jeſus. received his exiſtence, N his powers 
from him 
The hind, chat in the account of God 

* himſelf; and of Jeſus Chriſt, it is 
idolatry to pay divine honours to a creature, 
and of courſe to worſhip this Humble but 
now exalted Saviour ; 

 —that however, this :dolatry of chriſtians, 
in worſhiping Chrift, which has been of fo 
| long duration, .and fo widely extended, is of 


A 4 | Le 
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a very different nature from the heathen 
idolatry, fo. ſeverely condemned in the ſacred 
writings, and will not affect the future happi- 
neſs of thoſe, who are ſincere in it, and who 
having had no opportunities of knowing 
better, live up to the light they have: although 
it be a thing much to be lamented, and a 
continual diſgrace to the goſpel, and hindrance 
to its reception in the world; F 

The fourth nd And, after various arguments, in- 
e effectually propoſed, to take off 
every fample of joining with others in prayer, 
, where it was in part offered to wrong objects in 
the eſteem of the worſhiper ; ſomething turned 
up at the laft, concerning what might beſt be 
done by thoſe, who could not remain in the 
communion and worſhip of the church of Eng- 
land, for fear of the reproach and condemna- 
tion of their own minds, in worſhiping Jeſus, 
and the holy ſpirit, whom they did not dane 
to Fay gods, or to be ere 10 


How ſorely both Wl Locke of England 
and of Rome, which equally embrace and 
hold ſacred the Athanafian doctrine, and wor- 
ſhip, have departed from the purity and ſim- 
plicity, which' are expreſsly taught and in- 

Joined 
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joined in the ſacred volume, I chuſe to deliver 
in the weighty words, and remonſtrance, of 
a learned and venerable clergyman (c) of the 
church of England; who only a very few 
years ago, took leave of mortal things, a'. 
1786 hoping thereby to draw the more at- 
tention to it; and that, if his arguments, 


(c) This pious and excellent perſon, of ſingular in- 
tegrity, humility, and a patriarchal ſimplicity of character, 
had a ſmall benefice in Suſſex; and: finiſhed a laborious 
and uſeful life, at the age of 80, For ſome years towards 
the cloſe of it, he was in very depreſſed circumſtances, 
through the ill behaviour of a very near relation, to whoſe 
wants he had been too indulgent. 

He made himſelf eaſy in his continuance in the church, 
by omitting. ſome things in the ſervice, and making alter- 
ations in ) others. Thus in the Litany, he left out the 3d 
and 4thir invocations, thoſe of the holy ghoſt, and the holy 
trinity; and in the 2d, inſtead of O God the Son, redeemer 
of the world, &c. he put it, O Son of Goa, redeemer of the 
world; it being his miſtaken perſuaſion, as of the eminent 
perſons, mentioned in the preceding note, that prayer might 
ſometimes be directed to Chriſt, not as God, but as one 
impowered and commiſfioned by him — to 
hear it. 

Mr. Hopkins's $906 Dioceſan, Sir William Aſhburn- 
ham, ſtill living, to his honour, never liſtened to any 
complaints againſt him for his nonconformity ; but, on 
the contrary, ſometimes diſtinguiſhed him in public by 
his kind and particular notice, | $38 


taken 
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taken wholly from ſcripture, be powerful and 
convincing. to others, as to me they appear, 
our country will not be the laſt to renounce a 
worſhip, proved to 1 —— 

| _ ee . As 11 


Buer row: a PR of ae 5575 
notes critical and explanatory, By William 
Hopkins, B. A. Vicar of Bolney, aud Maſter 
of the Grammar-School of Cuckfeld; Suſſex, 
printed for Jelzin, St. Faul b 
NP ; 


Note on Exodus x2. 3: pP. 146. Ke. 


But before 1 quit this — we 
Exodus, tis highly expedient, if not abſo- 
upon the firſt and great commatdment; 
bon ſbalt have no other Gods but Me; 
which muſt neceſſarily ſignify, if there be any 
meaning in language, ane ſupreme intelligent 
Being or Perſon, Lord and Governor, endued 
with all pofſi ble perfection, power, 'knowlege, 
wiſdom, goodneſs, and patience; or, as he 
iz deſcribed in the New Teſtament, The 
ene God and Father of all; and more par- 
Ste £2 ticularly, 
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ticularly, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Agree- 
ably to-this plain, -rational, and fundamental 
docttine, and that the real-Un:ty of God might 
appear, not only as a truth, but a truth of 
great importance, Moſes has in the moſt 
ſolemn manner determined; (Deut. vi. 4.) 
« Hear, O T/rael, Febouab our God is ane 
Jebovab; and ſtrongly inculcates the duty 
we owe to him in the verſe following. 
The Chriſtian Lawgiver, our bleſſed 
test Jeſus Chriſt, has eſtabliſhed, by his 
expreſs authority, the ſame ſolemn determi- 
nation of Moſes, by citing his very words; 
and, in anſwer to a queſtion propoſed to him 
by one of the Scribes: I hieb is the firſt 
commandment f all! And jeſus anſwered 
him, Te int of all the ; commandments. ts, 
Hear, O Iſracl, Jehovahoxr God is ane e. 
bavab.” Our Saviour likewiſe inculcates our 
duty to the one nenne een og | 
terms, in the verſe following.“ rs 
By what rightful. authority- Sa — 
the greateſt mortals determined; that there are 
two other perſons equally intitled to honour, 
worſhip, and glory with the One ſupreme God; 
_ that e together with him. form one 


8 ſupreme 
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ſupreme Being? A doctrine abſolutely incon- 
fiſtent with the principles of reaſon, and ex- 
preſsly contrary to above two thouſand texts 
in the Old Teſtament, and above a thouſand 
in the New, (I ſpeak upon examination) 
which either ſtrongly ſet forth, or neceſſarily 
imply, the Unity of God in the ſtrict and 
literal ſenſe. I am afraid that the Athanaſian 
doctrine and worſhip ſeem little leſs than a 
breach of the covenant eſtabliſned between 
_ God and the Jewiſh people in the Old Teſta- 
ment, and between ny and all mankind in 
the New: 

The governors of the church ſhould he 
exhorted, in the moſt earneſt manner, to take 
ſpeedy and effectual methods to review our 
public forms, and reduce them to the ſtandard 
of ſcripture. In the beginning of the Litany, 
there are invoked Four diſtinct objects of re- 
ligious worſhip, which form of worſhip has 
not the leaſt foundation, or even colour of 


evidence to ſupport it, from the beginning of 


the Old to the end of the New Teſtament ; 
and the learned of all denominations are 
challenged to produce any acts of We 
werlhip to Four diſtin& objects. 

„ cc The 
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4 The Ten Commandments are read in 
the morning ſervice of all the churches of 
England, and Ireland, every Lord's-day ; and 
at the ſame time, a doctrine and form of wor- 
ſhip are kept up in expreſs contradiction to 
the firſt and great commandment.” . 

« Chriſtzan profeſſors have often condemned 
the Jews for their prejudices and blindneſs, 


that they do not ſee and acknowlege the 


Meſſiah, of whom there are ſo many clear 


' prophecies delivered in their own ſcriptures. 


On the other hand, the Jews, I think, may 
with equal juſtice, retort a ſimilar charge 
upon great numbers of profeſſed. Chriſtians, 
who tho' they are perpetually reading, or 
hearing read the ten commandments, in the 
firſt of which God is declared to be One, in 
words not poflible to be interpreted in any 


other ſenſe, yet in defiance to the cleareſt and 


ſtrongeſt light, they preſume to acknowlege 
and worſhip Three coequal Gods in one ſub- 
ſtance, If the New Teſtament really main- 
tained. this abſurd and corrupt doctrine, it 
would be an unanſwerable argument that it 


_ pever, came from God, it being impoſſible 


8 the two Teſtaments ſhquld contradict 
each 
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each other in this grand and fundamental 
article, the Unity of God, on which all true 
religion is founded. But, to our rational 
ſatisfaction, Moſes and Chriſt are fully agreed 
in maintaining this eſſential dodtrine, as we 
have already ſeen; and it is the expreſs duty 
of all churches, through every part of the 
globe, to remove all forms that break in upon 
this important point of the Unity of God.” 


One is ſorry to have cauſe to remark, that 
it would ſeem, as if chriſtians, in-ſettling the 
object of their worſhip, had, almoſt from the 
beginning, ſet afide, or forgotten, this firſt 
and great commandment of heaven; to which 
this worthy perſon is ſo earneſt to bring them 
back: Of what infinite moment, and how 
abſolutely neceſſary it is to have an eye always 
to it, is ſeen in the courſe of the converſa- 
tions, to which I am now to introduce my 
reader. 


Tur EDITOR. 
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TRE SUBJECT 8 


or Pacu Day's CONVERSATION, 


L 


Tu E Fl R 8 5 D AY. 
Voluſian checkt to the warſhip of Jeſus Chriſt 
\ being called idolatrous. | 
Tu SECOND DAY, 
chen declares himſelf” convinced, that Jeſus 


Chriſt in not Gop, nor to be worſhiped 3 but 


only the creature, and highly favoured ſervant 
© of Go. 


Fux THIRD DAY. 


Voluſian is ſatisfied that the worſhip of Jeſus 
Chriſt ic idolatrous. 


> a if 0 TAE 


—— — — 
- 


U 7 


Tus FOURTH DAY. 


Voluſian percerves, that be cannot by any plea, 
reconcile himſelf to frequent the worſhip of 
mr e eee gr ents 
upon it to be zdolatrous. | 


TRT FIFTH DAY, 
Voluſian ſees, bow eafily, and with what honour 
and eredit, the ſervice of the church of Eng- 
land may be reformed, with reſpect to the 
object of divine worſe. 5 in which it is now 
JO: erroneous, wg 


C O N- 


CONVERSATIONS 


ON 


CHRISTIAN IDOLATRY. 


| 


PHOTINUS TO VICTORIN; 


Relating the beginning of a converſation, among 


a ſelect ſet of friends, in which Voluſian 


objected to the worſhip of Feſus Chriſt being 
called idolatrous. 


O defire to be informed of what paſſed 


lately at #**#**#*#*, where ſeveral of your 


_ acquaintance are wont ſometimes to meet at 
the hoſpitable manſion of our common friend, 


whom I ſhall for the preſent call Max- 
CELLINUS, not far from the banks of glaſſy, 
ſober **** ; and there, as in a college in a 


purer air, diſcuſs together a variety of ſub- 


Jn, new and ol. - 
B I ſhall 
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I ſhall have a pleaſure in obliging you. 
But as you alſo wiſh to have it in your power 
to gratify others, having heard that the ſub- 
ject was of ſome importance, you will not 
think the few ſhort illuſtrations I have given 
unneceſſary, and will excuſe the diſguiſe put 
upon names and places, which you will be at 
no loſs to underſtand. 


Tus FIRST DAY. 


I was . 
: vacation, that the company being aſſembled 
in our friend's library, after talking over many 
indifferent matters, the converſation naturally 
turned on the recent riots at Birmingham, 
the eternal diſgrace of our country, as well 
as of the age we live in: when, Marcellinus, 
well verſed, as you know, in things human 
and divine, and who loves his country and 

mankind, willing to make the beſt apolc 
he could for ſuch an infernal tranſaction, in in 
burning the houſes of- peaceable citizens, and, 
among them, of a chriſtian and philoſopher 
of the firſt rank, purely for a difference in 
religious 


N * 


1DpOL AT Rx. 3 


religious opinions, lad the whole blame of it 
upon the laws of the ſtate, | 


uc fr ino 


"Theſe, proceeds he, encourage ſuch ak 
and cruel bigotry, by making an unnatural 
diſtinction and difference between diſſenters 
and churchmen, in not allowing the former 
to enjoy any civil employment, without con- 
forming to the eſtabliſhed religion in one of 
its moſt facred ordinances. This makes them 
tooked upon by all ranks with an evil eye, as 
dangerous perſons, enemies to the church, 
who are not to be truſted in any office with- 
out giving ſuch a ſolemn declaration of their 
regard for it; while at the ſame time they 
hold them in contempt for ſuch a mean com- 
pliance and ſubmiſſion againſt their known 
principles. But every wiſe government will 
exert itſelf to diſcourage ſuch a narrow, in- 
tolerant ſpirit, and avoid putting ſnares in 
men's way, which tend to undermine their 
virtue and i integrity. 

Locke, in his noble 1 on e 
which ſeems now to be a book quite forgotten, 
and others ſince his time, may have written 

B 2 | ever 
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ever ſo plainly and divinely, and have proved, 


- 


that religion is a concern only between each 
man and his Maker, in which the civil ma- 
giſtrate has no buſineſs to interfere; and that 
no man can lawfully be. abridged (a) of his 
juſt: civil rights for his religious ſentiments 
and practice, whilſt he demeans himſelf peace- 
ably. But nothing will correct men's errors 
and inveterate prejudices to the cont 

which are as antient as from the days of 
Conſtantine, the firſt chriſtian emperor ; and 


£7 EY 


long as the law of che ſtate 00 teqches/ the 
"Ay er 97 4 4 ee 


(a) cc beg 58 ine i RL and hls 
manners are pure and blameleſs ought to be upon equal 
terms with their fellow ſubjects. Thus if ſolemn aſſem- 
blies, obſervations of feſtivals, public worſhip, be, per- 
mitted to any one fort of profeſſors ; all theſe bing ought 
to be permitted to the preſtyterians, anabaptiſts, arminians, 
guakers, and others, with the ſame liberty, Nay, if we 

y openly. ſpeak. the truth, and as becomes one man to 
another, neither Pagan nor miahometan, nor jew, ought, to 
be excluded from the civil rights of the commonweal| 


5 becauſe of his religion.“ Locke on TOY, . 


Hollis's Edition, . - 
„ Take awey the babe + -uſed | Wen 
them in matters of common right, change the laws, take 


1 01 A T R Y. 5 
contrary, and puts ſuch a brand on one claſs 
of ſubjects, as ſuppoſes them enemies to their 
country for their religious opinions. 

Such diſcouragement of diſſenters, and 
leaving them without hope of redreſs of ſo 
great an evil, is a very ſhort-ſighted policy, 
unknown to the firſt princes of the houſe of 
Hanover; and which our preſent ſovereign 
would be very far from encouraging, if pro- 
perly ſignified to him. If theſe men, who 
have in trying times approved themſelves to 
be the true friends of that family, continue 
to be ſtigmatized and aggrieved by unequal 
laws, they will naturally combine together, 


and uſe every lawful endeavour to procure the 


away the penalties unto which they are ſubjected, and all 
things will immediately become ſafe and peaceable: nay, 
thoſe that are averſe to the religion of the magiſtrate, will 
think themſelves ſo much more bound to maintain the 
peace of the commonwealth, as their condition is better 
in that place than elſewhere; and all the ſeveral ſeparate 
congregations, like ſo many guardians of the public peace, 
will watch one another, that nothing may be innovated 
and changed in the form of the government: becauſe they 
can hope for nothing better than what they already enjoy; 
that is, an equal condition with their fellow ſubjects, 


under a juſt and moderate government.“ Ibid. p. 61, 62. 
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relief, towhich they have an undeniable claim. 
Perſyaded that they have truth and juſtice on 
their fide, which cannot be confuted, nor 
extinguiſhed, even by the fiery arguments 
lately uſed at Birmingham, and that the God 
and governor of the world is with them, they 
will never ceaſe to ſolicit for their juſt rights, 
till, obtained. 0 
Minute politicians may be apt to make 
light of theſe remarks as weak and ſuper- 
ſtitious. But we ſhould all do well to take 
the moral governor of the world and his de= 
mands upon us, more into our plans; leſt we 
be found, by leaving him out, only to embroil 
the public more in everlaſting diſſenſion and 
confuſion. 
The times are totally different from what 
they were fourſcore or a hundred years ago. 
Although the experience of the preſent year 
has ſhewn us how blind high-churchmen and 
tories {till are, a degree of blindneſs and intole- 
rance which was utterly. unexpected; never- 
theleſs the light of truth, and the knowlege of 
men's civil and religious rights is increaſed to 
fuch a degree as cannot now be. ſtifled ; but 
will expand itſelf more and more. Men will 
* not 


120 14 7 


not only think freely on theſe moſt important 
topics, which indeed no power can prevent; 
but will hold it a duty to publiſh their 
thoughts, and to act as they dictate, whilſt 
they give no reaſonable offence to the govern- 
ing powers. 

Marcellinus was thus rapidly going on with 
his free remarks, when *, whom I ſhall 
name VoLUSIAN, of no ſmall eminence in a 


learned and honourable profeſſion, a warm 
advocate for the eſtabliſhed church, but a 


greater friend to virtue and goodneſs, addreſſed 
| himſelf to him ſomewhat abruptly. 


eib lil vol bslAx. 

I beg pardon, my friend, for interrupting 
the effuſions of your fervent and liberal mind, 
which are always agreeable, though ſome- 
times eccentric, to me at leaſt. I declare, 
however, my intire acquieſcence in the greateſt 
part of what you. have advanced, particularly 
that men were not to be abridged in any of 
their civil rights for their religious opinions; 
that the whole hiſtory of the Teſt- laws, and 
heir” impoſition" at this day upon diſſenters, 
| is . diſcredit as well as detriment to the 
B 4 oountry; 


- — — = 1 
——— , — — 

— nar tt ere rene 

a. 
* 
- 
* 
. 


8 ON CHRISTIAN 


country; and that it was the ſtrict duty of 
every government to allow men their different 
religious worſhip after their on mode, with- 
out any penalty, reſtraint, or hindrance what- 
ſoever, ſo long as they did nothing therein to 
diſturb the public peace; and that this was 
no more a favour, than to allow them to 
breathe the air, or ſee the light of the ſun. 

I hope then, continues he, that it will be 
granted me that I am for liberty as much as 
any one, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the peace 


and happineſs of the whole community; 


though I confeſs I cannot in ſome things go 
the lengths that Marcellinus would have me. 


All men ought certainly to enjoy their opi- 


nions, and follow what appears to them right: 
but there ought to be ſome reſerve and limi- 
tation, in not permitting them to publiſh ſen- 
timents that are likely to throw 0 woke 
ſtate into convulſions. - | 

I ĩcondemn, Marcellinus, no leſs ala = 
hs outrages committed at Birmingham, and 
the particular atrocious attempts againſt Dr. 
Prieſtley, and injuries done to him. And I 
bluſſ at the report but too much verified, of 


ere N rejoicing over. what has 
befallen 


1 DOLAT RV. 9 


befallen him; which looks too much, as if they a 
would not have been ſorry, if, after ſetting 


fire to his houſe and library, he himſelf had 
been thrown into the flames with them. 
But then it muſt be allowed that, his 
ſevere cenſures of the doctrine and worſhip of 
our church, and predictions of its downfall, 
if it do not reform itſelf according to his 
plan, may have contributed to excite, how- 
ever wrongly, ſome of this bad ſpirit, which 


has appeared againſt him. 


For my own part, I muſt declare, that 


wah firſt I became accidentally acquainted 
with a Sermon of his preached this very year, 
on the anniverſary of the foundation of their 
New College at Hackney, I was fo diſturbed, 
that I did not know what to do, or how to 
think of myſelf, on account of his ſo bluntly: 
and peremptorily declaring the wack. of 
| Jeſus, Chriſt to be idolatrous. | 

Such a crude, unqualified declaration coming 
Pugh ſo celebrated a name, muſt either raiſe 


paſſion and indignation againſt him, for ſuch 
a rude attack upon what a man has hitherto 


held moſt ſacred, the God he worſhips; or 


create 6 fears and apprebenlians, which 
he 
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he will not know how to quiet, about a matter 
of ſuch infinite moment. In ſhort, why 
diſturb people about ſuch merely ſpeculative 
points, which are never fully to be compre- 
hended, and not rather confine his teachings 
to what relates to a ”m life and me j 


4 


14. MARCELLINUS. 


E think, my friend, replies endless, | 
you do not act with your wonted candour, in 
ſo directly and unreſervedly blaming a chriſ- 
tian preacher for apprizing his hearers, on a 
very ſolemn occaſion, of an error of great 
obtained among chriſtians, and for terming 
it, idolatry; which the worſhip of Jefus 
Chriſt really is, if he be ſo far from God, 
that he is only His creature, 1 a creature * 
the human race 

This is not a novel vary nor is it 
only of late that it has been produced by this 
author; but which for many years he has 
thought it his duty to declare and to teſtify. 
There is here in the library a volume of his 
tracts, which contains the Sermon, preached 
in the diſſenters place of worthip.at Birming- 


. - | ham, 
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ham, in 1780, on his undertaking the paſtoral 
office among them, in which he introduces 
the mention of this point. And he does it 
with ſo much ſeriouſneſs and calmneſs, that 


thoſe who may not like the doctrine, will not 


be diſpleaſed with the preacher; and there- 

fore, Voluſian, if you will give me leave, and 

the reſt of our friends, I ſhall read the paſſage 

to you. Upon the company readily declaring 

their aſſent, Marcellinus took * the book, and 
read as follows. 


Of theſe corrupt doctrines, the We 


of which were ſown in a very early age, none 
gives ſo much juſt cauſe of alarm, and there- 
fore ought more to excite the zeal of the truly 


who wiſh well to its propagation among jews 
and mahome tans, than that relapſe into 4olatry, 
with which many who call themſelves chriſ- 
tians are juſtly chargeable ; an idolatry, ſimilar 
to that which it was the great object of the 
jewiſh and chriſtian religions to overturn. 
For, in conſequence of the worſhip of faints 
and angels in the church of Rome, the true 
God is almoſt as much loſt ſight of as he was 
in the heathen world, who worſhipped ſtocks 


9 and 


enlightened friends of pure chriſtianity, and 
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and ſtones, under the notion of their being 
emblems or repreſentatives of the divinity.” | 
Though this idolatry proceeded till it 
came to the worſhip of a piece of bread, as 
ſuppoſed to be the real body and blood of 
Chriſt, it began with paying divine honours 
to Chriſt himſelf: who though the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed meſſenger of God to man, himſelf 
uniformly aſſerted the proper unity of the 
Divine Being, and ſpoke of his Father, ex- 
cluſively of all other perſons, or beings, as 
the only true God (John xvii. 3.) his Father 
as well as our Father, and his God as well as 
our God; (John xx. 17.) and whoſe higheſt 
title is, the mediatur between God and mam, the 
man Chriſt Jeſus. (1 Tim. ii. 3. Obſerve the 
apoſtle ſays the man, not the God, or the God- 
man, or ſuper-angelic being, but ſimply the 
man Chriſt Jeſus. Though he reigns, he 
only reigns in ſubordination to that great being 
who; put, all things under his feet, and to 
whom he muſt at length reſign his delegated 
authority, that God, the only living and true 
God, even the Father, may be all err 
eee tr E. 
«HY ofer ion the tn 
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Dr 13 
„In agreement with this, and with no 
other idea concerning Chriſt, the author of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaks of our 
Lord, as being, in all reſpects, ke unto hit 
brethren ; and he is elſewhere ſtiled our elder 
brother. In agreement with this, we alſo 
read; that as by nan came death, by nan 
came alſo the — * d I Cor. 
V 217 wum lt 


Our Ak a differs from us, 


not with reſpect to his proper nature, but 
only in the great perfection oſ his character, 
and in divine communications. Agreeably 
to which, he himſelf expreſsly diſclaims all 


power originating with himſelf; ſaying that 


the words which he ſpake were not his own, 
but the Father's that ſent him, and that it was 
the Father within him that did the works, 
(John xiv. 10.) that is, the miracles which 
he wrought. Now what truth could there 
have been in this, if he had done theſe things 
by any proper divinity, or indeed any extra- 


ordinary power of his own, n or | 


that of his Father.” 
_  « Aﬀeer the worſhip of Chriſt; the worſhip 
of his virgin mother was a very eaſy conſe- 
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quence; and then ſo wide a breach being once 
made, in the doctrine of the divine unfty, 
there entered an innumerable hoſt of men 
and angels, and in times of ignorance and 
ſuaperſtition, many names of mere heathens, 


and ſome abſolute nonentities.” 


lt is well known that it is this doctrine 
of à multiplicity of perſons in the Deity; or; 
which is the very ſame thing, a multiplicity * 
of Gods, at which jews and mahometans 
chiefly ſtumble. It is the doctrine of the 
proper divine unity that they are continually 
upbraiding the chriſtian world with departing 
from: and while they confider chriſtians 48 


Idolaters, it is no wonder that the chriſtian 


name is held in abhorrence by them, and that 
their eonverſion is effectually prevented.” 
For theſe importantconſiderations, though 
it has been, and will be à general practice, to 


enforcing of fach dockrines and duties, "as 8ll 
chriſtians: are agreed in *acknowleging, and 


which are certainly of the greuteſt importance 


to the happineſs of individuals in this life; 
and the next; I ſhalt} not fail to hold up to 
_n view, with its proper evidence, and as 


much 


„Ln be 


much energy as I can give to it, this great 
doctrine of the proper unity of God, and alſo. 


ſome others nearly connected with it. I mean. 


ſuch as exhibit the moral character and go- 


vernment of God in ſuch a light as ſhall make. 


us rejoice in the conſideration of our being 
the ſubjects of it ; in oppoſition to ſuch opi- 
nions concerning the divine nature, and his 
government over us, as tend to make us re- 
gard him as an object of horror. 

This liberal language was very acceptable 
to a people, who had been already taught to 
judge for themſelves congerning the ſacred 
writings, and every thing that was held forth 
to their conſideration from them, by their 
miniſters. The gentleman, ſtill living, whoſe. 
reſignation, on acgount of ill health, made 
way fon Dr. Prieſtley, was a very aecompliſſied 
ſcholar, and compleat unitarian, with ſingularly 
juſt and comptehenſive views of chriſtianity; 
excelling greatly alſo as a teacher, and in the 
een parts aß his, office, and n. 

And Lhave me . of this. 3 ; 
man's immediate | predeceſſor, Mr. Bourne, 
enen by een ene 
W 


-” 4 * — 1 * , 
: 
- 


” * 
FX" MY — - - ; _— = — — — — - 
— * "4 _—_ = 4 — bs — { * 4 — . 
8 — . n 
8 E = * * - 


16 on CHRISTIAN 
with fingular veneration, for his moſt uſeful 
and indefatigable labours, eſpecially with 
reſpect to the younger part of his congre- 
gation; that at times, when he has been 
called to preach i in ſtrange places at a diſtance, 
he was wont to aſk the clerk before-hand ; 
Well, friend! how many Gods voy _ wor- 
ſhip here? and who are they? 
And that Dr. Prieſtley ſhould in this free 
manner ſpeak his own ſentiments to a con- 
gregation, with whom he was going to be ſo 
intimately connected as their teacher, and 
warn them of what he believed ſo grievous 
a corruption of the goſpel, ſeems to have been 
no more than a duty on his part, nor can it 
give jũſt cauſe of offence to any one, that he 
ſhould afterwards publiſh them for their be- 
nefit. It is the line of conduct which you, 
Voluſian, would have purſued in the like 
circumſtances, and with the ſame conviction 
of the truth and importance of the doctrine; 
for I know your ardent, honeſt mind. In- 
deed, had you a better knowlege of him, and 
of his unwearied labours, in his department 
as a miniſter of the goſpel, and in various 
other ways to ſerve mankind, — remove 


many prej PO 
* 


— But 
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Biit if in any thing Dr. Prieſtley will de- 
| ferve to be particularly remembred as a bene- 
factor of mankind, it will be for the light that 
he has thrown upon theological ſubjects, and 
the ſcriptures. 

And-upon a general view of what he has 
ncocmnpliched b in this way, (ſuppoſing him tv 
be miſtaken in ſome points, for I donot deem 
him infallible,) he ſeems to have been raiſed 
up by providenee, to help to preſerve divine 
revelation and the goſpel. from being over- 
whelmed with idolatry and ſuperſtition, and 
from being totally an by the rational 
part of mankind; _ 

Forgive him, if he has Indiſcreetly ogg 
cout too mueh light all at once with reſpect 


to the divine unity; and where other great 


names of our nation, have heſitated, and ſtopt 
ſhort, or have had their writings and teſti- 
mony ſuppreſſed, has brought the whole truth 


into open day; and hath aſſerted and proved, 


that the ſingle perſon of the parent of the 


univerſe, is God, by himſelf, alone; and 
neither Chriſt, nor any other perſon any thing, 
but the creatures of his power, and the ob- 


jects of his bounty and favour. P 


C | ___  V@LUSIAN, 
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VOLUSIAN., 

=, Voluſian's prejudices were here a little ex- 
2346, and taking up the unden wich wass 
warmth, he ſaid; I am far from denying, 
that the commendations you have given to 
this famous perſon, may not be juſt to a cer- 
tain degree. His moral character I would by 
no means impeach; but a reſtleſs love of 
novelty, and a defire of diſtinguiſhing him- 
{elf by advancing ſingular notions, is evidently 
his failing. And you-might be much better 
employed, Marcellinus, than in reading his 
books, which indeed follow one another with 
ſuch ſpeed, as hardly to give a man ſpace to 
take breath in the intervals. They ſerve only 
to make you diſſatisfied with all that has ever 
been ſaid, or written, by all that have gone 
before him; and by the freedoms taken with 
antient authors and the ſcriptures, he ſeems 
likely in the end to lead you into the wilds of 
_ abſolute ſcepticiſm. 

{da hy 29 AUF DORA NE RIO 
in the way that others have gone before me. 
I aim not to be wiſe above what is written. 
Being bred up, and from the ſcriptures well 


— in the belief, that Jeſus Chriſt is. 


God, 


1DpOo HAT R v. 19 


God, and to be worſhiped, and always ac- 
cuſtomed to pay this worſhip to him, I cannot 
endure the rudeneſs and impertinence, to ſay 
the leaſt, of the man, who tells me, that I 
am an idolater in it. 


pHOTINUS. 
Here Photinus interpoſed, who had not 


before delivered any 1 and ſaid very 


calmly; 


I ſhould have been bete leaſed, Voluſian, 


to have heard you expreſs yourſelf with leſs 
vehemence upon the ſubje& which we have 
inadvertently fallen upon, and which you 
yourſelf have brought forward. I wiſh it 
does not ſhew that you have not ſufficiently 
conſidered it, and ſpeak without proper know- 
lege of the very great difficulties, to ſay the 
leaft, attending the opinion you eſpouſe. May 
I take the liberty to aſk, whether you ever, 
in all your life, once fat down ſeriouſly to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, to know how many 
Gods there are ; whether one or more ; and 


whether Jeſus Chriſt was one of them: as I 


can hardly ſippoſe you will hold him to be 
the only God, which ſome of late b 
ſtrangely maintained. 
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This was rather a heavy accuſation, as well 
as a queſtion, quite out of the ordinary rules 
of politeneſs, in which however it will be well, 
if we are not gone into a wrong extreme : but 
it ſhews the more rational terms on which the 
company lived with each other. Voluſian 
was however ſomewhat picqued at being thus 
publicly examined as it were, about his faith, 
and rather haſtily replied ; 


VOLUSIAN., 


It is very extraordinary, my friend, that 


you ſhould imagine me to have lived to theſe 


years, and never to have made proper inquiry 
after the God I worſhip, and to whom I owe . 
my being. I confeſs I have not made the 
ſcriptures my particular ſtudy, as my profeſ- 
fion you know leads me quite away to other 
things. Yet I have always read the fine moral 
leſſons of the Bible, with peculiar ſatisfaction, 
and I have ſometimes attended to the proofs 
deduced: from the writings both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, for the divinityof Chriſt, 
and the doctrine of the Trinity, and have 
been intirely ſatisfied with them. But in 
general we leave theſe theological matters to 

be 
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be ſettled by our Divines, thoſe eſpecially of 
the upper ranks; who are ſo liberally pro- 
vided for, that they may devote themſelves 
to this and their other duties; and who are 
always ready by reaſon and ſcripture to de- 
fend the common faith, and acquit them- 
ſelves ſo well in it. And being perſuaded 
that this has been the doctrine of chriſtians 
for many ages, and I believe from the very 
firſt, I muſt again ſay, that I like not to be 
diſturbed, and ſet afloat at my time of life, 
when I have no leiſure, and leſs reliſh for 
ſuch intricate inquiries. 


PHOTINUS. 


I uam much concerned, replied Photinus, 
if I have given you any juſt cauſe of offence ; 
but you muſt excuſe me till in further ſaying, 
that you have rather confirmed my ſuſpicions 
by talking in ſuch a ſuperficial manner of 
your examination of the ſcriptures concerning 
ſo important a ſubject. You would be far 
from acting ſo negligently in a law-ſuit, in 
which your own, and much more, in which 
another's property was concerned. Here you 
e take pains in examining facts yourſelf, 
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and in coming at evidence, and whatever cou 
throw light upon the matter.. 

And ſurely, how much ſoever your audies 
and thoughts may have taken another ply, 
and have been confined to the buſineſs of 
your profeſſion; yet as you have a firm belief 
of the divine revelation made in our ſacred 
writings, and of courſe look for a life to come, 
in which you are to be reſponſible for the 
improvement of the light and talents given 
you ; it cannot but be a matter of ſome con- 
ſequence to you, to ſee clearly with your own 
eyes, without truſting to thoſe of your church 
and prieſt, who is the God you worſhip ; 
whether Jeſus Chriſt be this God ; or whether 
he be only his favoured creature, meſſenger 
and prophet, as thoſe, whom - you: cenſure 

maintain, and appeal to the ſeriptures for the 
truth of their aſſertions. 

Whatever difficulty you may ſuppoſe there 
to be in making this inquiry, I am convinced 
it will all vaniſh, waes gun ſet nn 
earneſt about it. N 

To ſettle this point, pp 
recourſe to the fathers, as they call them, of 
. or of that age. There is na neceſ- 
. / fity 
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ſity of looking into the voluminous commen- 
taries on the ſeriptures, of former, or the 
preſent times; which generally ſerve only to 
perplex a plain ſubject. The reading of the 
original record itſelf, which all profeſs to 
comment upon, and from which they form 
their opinions, is no ſuch prolix buſineſs for 
any one, for you eſpecially, who are in the 
habit of conſulting old records and reading 
over acts of parliament. 

Nor is there any uncertainty in the record 
itſelf, particularly the New Teſtament, from 
the vaſt variety of various readings of the 
manuſcripts, but, on the contrary, a greater 


confirmation that thereby we approximate to 


the very original words of the ſacred writers. 
And for che paſſages to which you allude, 
whoſe genuineneſs Dr. Prieſtley calls in queſ- 
tion, they do not at all affect the point in 


debate, nor detract from eee | 


the other parts of the revelation, 

My good friend, leave your divide to ſettle 
their own faith, for aſſuredly they have no- 
thing to do wich your's, or any body's but 


their own; Yon may be able in a few days, ; 


I had almoſt ſaid, in a few hours, to fatisfy 
C4 yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, with your own eyes, about this mo- 
mentous part of it, the God you are to worſhip, 

And pardon me faying, that it is incumbent 
on you to do it. For, as an excellent per- 
ſon, (c) I remember, well obſerves ; other 
ſubjects contain only matter of ſpeculation, 
but this immediately concerns our practice, 
in our daily addreſſes to heaven: in which a 
ſerious chriſtian will earneſtly deſire ſatisfac- 
tion, and I think cannot have true peace, till 

he has uſed earneſt endeavours to know his 
duty in it.” 

And this good effect will follow, that when 
you have once ſettled your opinions on mature 
inquiry, you will not be moved with what 
others fay of you or them. For it is in 
general owing, either to our being in the 
dark concerning the grounds of our religious 
opinions, whether ſolid or not, or the being 
too much intereſted in retaining them, that 
we are ſo angry oftentimes, and offended with 
others cenſure of them. | | 
But it is time to quit the ſubject, which 1 
PR is beginning! to _ us wall: too 


(e) Emlyp. | 
thoughtful, 
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thoughtful. Let us then take a walk into the 
lawn before us, to diſſipate our thoughts, and 
refreſh ourſelves with the pleaſin g breeze, and 
beautiful ſcenes of the country, and its various 
hues at this ſeaſon ; not a little heightened 
by yond not very diſtant road, where buſy 
man is hurrying along; ſome intent on buſi- 
neſs, others purſuing pleaſure, and all right, 
if only due moderation and virtue accompany 
them, 


PHOTINUS 
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26 ON CHRISTIAN 
* 
PHOTINUS TO VICTORIN; 


Relating a further converſation, in which Vo- 
tufran declares himſelf convinced, that Jeſus 
Chrift is not God, nor to be worſhiped ; but 
ently the creature, and highly favoured —_— 
of God. 
E hed HE real Photinus, FER 
_ a bs tines you inquireafter, and whoſe 
name has been aſſumed by your 
preſent correſpondent, one of the parties in 
the conference I am reporting to you ; was a 
biſhop of Sirmium, of great note, about the 
middle of the 4th century; very learned, of 
unblemiſhed character, and ſuch engaging 
manners, that after he was condemned in 
ſeveral councils for his opinions, it was found 
difficult, we are told, to remove him, becauſe 
of the affection the people of Sirmium had 
for him, who would not part with him. 
A cotemporary hiſtorian, not favourable to 
his opinions, deſcribes him as naturally elo- 
quent, fitted to perſuade men, and that he 


gained 
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gained many to his way of thinking concern- 
ing God and Chriſt. 


His ſentiments, according to the ſame hiſ- 


torian, Sozomen, were; that there js one 


God Almighty, who by his own word made 
all things ; and he did not allow the eternal 
generation and ſubſiſtence of the Son, but 


_ faid that Chriſt began to be, when he was 


born of Mary.” 


He is ſpoken of as the diſciple of Mar- 


. cellus, biſhop of Ancyra, and 33 was 
a native of that city. 

The biſhops aſſembled at Sirmium, are ſaid 

to have depoſed him, having found that he 
held the doctrine of Sahellius of Lybia, and 
of Paul of Samoſata. 
_ Sabellius was of Upper Lybia, in the middle 
of the 3d century ; where we are informed 
many biſhops embraced his ſentiments c- 
eerning Chriſt. 


Paul of Samoſata flouriſhed ſomewhat lates, 


a*. 260, was biſhop of Antioch, reckoned 
the third ſee in rank. There he was be- 
friended by king Odenatus, and after his 
death, by his widow, queen Zenobia. She 
.* generally acknowleged to have been a lady 
a i of 
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28 | ON CHRISTTAN 
of a fine underſtanding, and a very ſuperior | 
character in all reſpeQs, and a favourer of the 
doctrine of the divine unity taught by Paul. 
Longinus, the celebrated critic, was ones 
nized by her. 
Auſtin mentions ſome followers of Pho- 
tinus, in his ſermons; and fays, that their 
opinions were, that Chriſt was a man, and 
a great prophet, and excelled all men, the 
beſt and moſt knowing, in wiſdom and holi- 
neſs ; but he was not God. They faid, that 
the Father only is God, and Chriſt-a man: 
and they denied the perſonality of the ſpirit.” 
Vincent of Lerins, in the next century, 
fays that Photinus entered upon the bi- 
ſhopric of Sirmium with univerſal applauſe ; 
and that he was a man of ready wit, extenſive 
learning, and charming eloquence, and there- 
fore was a great temptation. He ſpoke and 
rote properly and elegantly both in Greek 
and Latin, of which his remaining works are 
a proof, there being ſome in each language.” 
This little hiſtory, Victorin, of a man, 
whoſe writings are highly commended by 
vriters of thoſe times, but which have been 
deſtroyed by time, by negligence, or more 
probably 
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probably by deſign; ſhews, how ignorant 
they are, who ſpeak of unitarian chriſtians as 
a novel ſect, and hardly brought into name 
or notice before the time of Socinus, about 
200 years ago. Whereas it may be molt truly 
ſaid ; that there is no ſuch thing as a trini- 
tarian chriſtian mentioned or ſuppoſed in the 
New Teſtament ; all there named being per- 
fe unitarians, the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf, his 
apoſtles and all his followers. Soon after 
indeed heatheniſm and a falſe philoſophy were 
imported into the church by learned men, 
who took the lead in it, and who went on 
corrupting the doctrine of Chriſt, in this 
point, more and more; till it ended in the 
| worſhip of him as being the ſupreme God, 
and of ſaints and images, together with him ; 
which laſted throughout the whole chriſtian 
world, for very many ages, when, in ſome 
reſpects, a reformation took place in our 
own and ſome other countries. But in all 
this period, there were unitarian chriſtians, 
ſometimes fewer, ſometimes 'in greater num- 
bers.—No more however of this now. I de- 
tain you too long from the ſequel of the con- 
verſation at our friend's, which you are fo 


deſirous of ſeeing. | 
THE 
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Tint: SECOND DAY. 


SOON after what had paſſed, as related 
in my laſt reſcript, Voluſian was obliged to 
quit the party on a call of buſineſs to his own 
houſe, which was at ſome diſtance ;' but ex- 
preſſed his hopes, with ſome earneſtneſs, that 
they would not ſeparate before he came back, 

Upon his return within about a week, the 
next morning, when the ſame company was 
aſſembled in thetibrary as uſual, after breakfaſt, 
Voluſian took up Grieſbach's edition of the 
New Teſtament, which lay upon the table, 
and turning to the preface to the epiſtles, could 
not refrain from commending the integrity of 


_ - the worthy and learned editor; who, although 
a a believer in the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, had 


not allowed two of the paſſages commonly 
alleged for it to be genuine; but had obſerved; 
that Acts xx. 28. ſhould be read, not feed the 
church of God, but feed rhe church of the 
Lerd, wwhich he hath purchaſed with his own 
blobd'; and that 1 Tim. iii. 16. ſhould be, not 
_ God, but which, was manifeſt in the fleſh 3 
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and moreover, had caſt out of the ſacred text 
as ſpurious, the paſſage 1 Joh. v. 7, of the 
three heavenly witneſſes. 


VOLUSIAN. 

I expect, my friends, proceeds he; you 
will be ſomewhat ſurprized to hear from me 
an elogium of this kind; who, although never 
ſpeaking but with reverence of the ſcriptures, 
have not been wont to throw out ſuch free 
criticiſms upon them. But indeed there has 
been a great revolution in my mind, ſince we 
were laſt together, and I am eager to acquaint 
you with it. 

When all of them expreſſed, that they bad 
no leſs earneſt a deſire to hear what he had to 
tell them; Voluſian reſumed the diſcourſe; 
Lou can have no idea, ſays he, of the 
ſtrong imprefſion made u pon me by what 
Photinus obſerved, of ſome even ſenſible and 
decent characters, having never once ſeriouſly 
taken the ſcriptures into their hands to ſes 
and examine for themſelves, what they teach 
of God; whether there were three divine 
perſons, each of them God, and to be wor- 
. ; or the Divine Being was one perſon 


only, 
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only, and who alone. was to be worſhiped, 
I was conſcious to myſelf, that I had never 
done this with that attention it demanded ; 
and I felt inwardly aſhamed and ſelf- con- 
demned, that I ſhould have peruſed other 
books with ſo much care and exactneſs, and 
- ſpent ſo little time and thought on this, 
which profeſſes in many parts to ſpeak directly 
from God. 

I was alſo much moved by what was ſaid, 
of the important matter in debate, not being 
merely a ſpeculative point, of which I be- 
came moſt fully conyinced, but what I was 
every day called out to act upon; viz. whether 
I was to look up for aid and protection, to 
three divine perſons, or to- one only ; and if 
to three, a difficulty now for the. firſt time 
ſtarted into my mind, to which of them I 
was to give the preference, and when to in- 
voke each. What was remarked likewiſe of 
the eaſineſs of ſearching the ſcriptures for 
this purpoſe, and the diſpatch with which is 
might be. accompliſhed, gave me encourage- 
ment; and I reſolved to make the trial. 

I alleged at parting, that I had ſome neceſ- 
fry buſineſs to tranſact, which was indeed 
the 
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the caſe ; but I had alſo another more preſſing 
errand that you little ſuſpected; which was, 
to ſequeſter myſelf, for a few days, to attend 
to this moſt important inquiry that could en- 
gage my thoughts, as 1 viewed it; and as it 
really is. | 
No fooner then was I arrived at z, 
and had finiſhed the affair, which had called 
me away from you, when, with great avidity, 
I took the Bible into my hands, and ſpent a 
great part of the night and the three follow- 
ing days, before I had ſatisfied myſelf, and 
digeſted my thoughts upon what I found there. 
For enjoying the benefit of a large and yalu- 
able affortment of books, not all of my own 
collection, and many among them being of a 
freer caſt than I had hitherto troubled myſelf 
with ; upon any obſcurity preſenting itſelf in 
any pallage of the ſcriptures, about which 1 
could not ſatisfy myſelf, I could not think 
that I did myſelf or the ſubje& juſtice, if I 

did not ſee what had been advanced on all 

| fides: And this took up no ſmall time. 
l began with the books of Moſes, and then 
went on through the reſt of the Old Teſta- 
ment, peruſing them in order, and with all 
D the 
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the impartiality I was capable of; endeavour- 
ing not to carry along with me any bias or 
prejudice one way or the other, but to be as 
indifferent about the reſult of my inquiries, 
as if I was reading any other book to which 
TI was an intire ſtranger : for this I thought 
to be the only fair way of proceeding, and of 
coming at the truth. f 

When expected to have eaſily found the 
doctrines I had been taught in early youth, 
and had believed upon good grounds, as I 
thought; particularly that of a ſecond god, who 
afterwards became the man Chriſt Jeſus; I was 
ſtruck with intire aſtoniſhment in perceiving 
now the utter ſilence of thoſe divine writings 
concerning any ſuch fecond divine perſon, * 
who was God, or any third divine perſon, or 
god, called the holy ghoſt, or holy ſpirit. 
I perceived on the contrary, that throughout, 
| God ſpeaks of himſelf, by the perſonal pro- 
Noun, I, me; is always addreſſed by prophets 
and holy men, in the. ſame way, Thou, thee ; 
and ſpoken of by the third perſon ſingular, 
He, him: So that if there be any power or 
uſe in words to ſignify any thing, or any 
credit to be given to the ſcriptures, God is 
@NZz, one fingle perſon, and no more. 

; 9 I was 
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1 was however reſtrained in immediately 
making this concluſion, by ſome arguments, 
which I recollected to be uſed to prove the 
_ doctrine of the trinity from the Old Teſta 
ment, and which formerly had weight with 
me; but which, I confeſs; appeared to me 
now very trifling. _ 

One of them, was ; where; at the creation; 
God ſaid, (d) Let us make man in our image, 
afte? our likeneſs: And ſoon after; (e) Be- 
hold, the man is become as one of us: From 
which ſayings it is concluded, that the Divine 
Being addreſſed himſelf to ſome perſons upon 
a rarik of equality with him, one of which 
they ſuppoſe was the perſon, who afterwards 
became a man; 

But, to ſay nothing more 8 ſuch an 
arbitrary conſtruction, and mere ſuppoſition; 
this plural way of ſpeaking is thus naturally 
accounted for, as many learned trinitarians 
have acknowleged ; viz. that Moſes uſed it 
for the greater ſolemnity, to dignify his ſub- 
ject, when about to treat of man's creation, 
the chief of the works of God. Or, it 
may be, according to the jewiſh interpre= 
tation, that there is an alluſion to the antient 

(a Geneſis i. 26. (e) Gen. iti. 22 
ä D2 -: ie 
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doctrine of God being always furrounded 
with angelic ſpirits, to receive his commands 
and execute his purpoſes ; to whom he now 
addreſſed himſelf. | 
Another argument, from the books of 
Moſes, for the trinity, alſo occurred, which 
indeed now appeared to me only to ſhew how 
much men were at a loſs for real arguments ; 
and is taken from the plural termination of one 
of the names of God, Elohim ; from which 
it is contended, that there is a plurality of 
perſons, as it is termed, in Gd. 
This indeed is not perceivable in our Eng- 
Ih Bible, the tranſlators, and I believe all 
tranflators in other countries, having very 
judiciouſly put this name of God in the 
ſingular number, as was done by the firſt 
jewiſh tranſlators of the hebrew ſcriptures 
into greek, betwixt 2 and 300 years before 
Chrift ; who certainly underſtood their own, 
which was the living language. Not to men- 
tion that many ſingular words in all languages 
have a plural termination; and that this name, 
Elohim, being ſometimes applied to men, it 
might as well be inferred, that each man had 
a plurality of perſons in him, as that there 
was any thing of the kind in Gd. 
| Much 
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Much weight I had alſo been taught to lay 
on ſame phraſes in the books of Moſes ; for 
inſtance, where it is ſaid, the (7) LorD 
rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimſtone 
and fire from the LorD out of heaven; as if 
this indicated that there were two Lok ps or 
two Jehovahs ; whereas it is only an idiom 
of the language, in repeating the noun for 
the pronoun, the Loxp from the Lok p, in- 
ftead of the Lox p rained from himſelf ; as 
might be ſhewn. by many examples, which 
would equally prove that there were two (g) 
Solomons, or two (5) Rehoboams, &c. &c. ._ 
It has alfo been fancied, that there was a 
divine perſon mentioned in the Old Teſta- 

ment, ftiled the angel of God, the angel of 
the Log, or of Jehoyah ; who was either 
another Jehovah, equal in all perfections; or 
according to others, a ſecond power, brought 
forth from God, who miniſtred to the ſu- 
preme Father, and was his agent in making 
and governing the world ; and who after- 
wards became the man Chriſt Jeſus. 


J) Gen. xix. 244 (e) 1 Kings viii. I. 
(5) x Kings zi. 21, 


3": But 
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But this has been ſhewn to be a miſtake, 
from not underftanding the language of the 
ſeripture concerning the divine appearances, 
ſignified by the term, angel of God, angel of 
the Lox D. In the which, God is always 
repreſented as appearing, or manifeſting him- 
ſelf, by ſome ſubordinate angel, agent, or 
power. But then, the angel or agent of the 
LoR D, was not always a perſon, or intelligent 
being, but often things inanimate; vzz. an 
articulate voice, a peſtilential wind, &c. &c. 
were called the angel of the Lord. 

Theſe arguments howeyer, and every thing 
of the kind from the Old Teſtament, in be- 
half of two Jehovahs, or a plurality of gods, 
appeared to me now, as they really are, mere 
ſubtleties and ingenious contrivances, to ex- 
tract a doctrine from words, which they were 
never intended to convey. For all concluſions 
from theſe or any of the like words and 
phraſes, of there being more than one God, 
one divine perſon, intended by Moſes, and 
the prophets, in their language concerning 
the deity, were to my underſtanding, totally 
overturned, by this ſingle confideration ; 
OP that Moſes and all the facred writers 


of 
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of the Old Teſtament, who uſe ſuch language, 
never drew any ſuch concluſions from it, as 
chriſtians have done ; did never in any way 
ſignify, that they thereby underſtood, or in- 
tended to teach, that there was any plurality 
of perſons in God, ſtrange unintelligible lan- 
guage ! but I obſerved them conſtantly, uni- 
formly, invariably, and univerſally, through- 
out, to ſpeak of God, as being one ſingle 
perſon, as any ſingle man is one perſon ; and 
never to intimate, that there was any other 
god, or divine perſon, but this one who was 
acknowleged, adored, and worſhiped by them; 
and who alone ought to be acknowleged, 
adored, and worſhiped. | 
Theſe two arguments then from the ſacred 
writings of the Old Teſtament, which I have 
produced as ſtriking me fo forcibly, and which 
lye upon the very ſurface, ſo that none can 
miſs ſeeing them, are abſolutely deciſive upon 
my mind, that -there is but one God, one 
divine perſon, who is God, and to be wor- 
ſhiped ; and I ſhall beg leave to repeat them, 
that I may be told if there be any flaw in them. 
Firſt; God being ſpoken of, ſpoken to, 
and ſpeaking of himſelf, in the ſingular 
D 4 number, 
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number, is a proof. of there being but one 
divine perſon, one God; which no ſophiſtry 
in the world can ſplit and conſtrue into two, 
or more perſons. 

Secandly, Moſes, Samuel, David, Solomon, 
and all the prophets, and holy men recorded 
in the Old Teſtament, never appear to have 
had any knowlege of any ſecond god, to be 
worſhiped, ſuch as chriſtians have found out 
for them, ſince their time; nor of a third 
divine perſon and god, ſtiled the holy ghoſt, 
or holy ſpirit; but they ever acknowleged and 
worſhiped one God only, namely, the ſingle 
perſon of Jehovah, the maker of all things. 

And theſe two arguments are intelligible 
to the moſt ordinary underſtanding. The un- 
lettered man, the day-labourer and mechanic, 
is capable of ſeeing their force as well as the 
greateſt ſcholar, and may thence ſatisfy him- 
ſelf, by the authority of Moſes and all the 

old prophets, that he is not miſtaken i in re- 
jecting the doctrine of three divine perſons, 
three Gods, in oppoſition ta all the ſubtle 
windings, by which learned Divines may ſeek 
to bewilder him on ſo plain a ſubject, from 
the Old Teſtament. | 
| There 


1D OLAT Rx. 4k 


There are therefore no other gods, no 
other creators, but Jehovah alone, the God 
of Abraham, the God of the Iſraelites, 

according to the doctrine of Moſes and all 
the prophets. If there be any fingle, par- 
ticular texts, or paſſages of the Old Teſ- 
tament, from which the contrary doctrine is 
inferred, they will be found to be falſe read- 
ings, or miſtranſlations, or miſinterpreted : 
for the ſcripture cannot contradict itſelf. And 
J apprehend, that if we were not capable, in 
any of theſe ways, to account for ane or two 
particular texts, which may be ſuppoſed to 
ſpeak of Chriſt as God, although I am aſſured 
by writers I conſulted, who have conſidered 
the matter, that this is not the caſe in any 
one inſtance; yet, on ſuch a ſuppoſition, we 
muſt be governed by what is found in every 
page, and is in agreement with the whole 
tenor of the book, and not by what is found 
in one or two places only. 

Photinus here interpoſed, partly with a view 

to give a little reſpite to Voluſian, who was 
ſomewhat exhauſted with ſpeaking with ſome 
warmth and fo long together; 


PHOTINUS, 
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PHOTINUS. 

If am perſuaded, Voluſian, ſays he, that 
if you had found leiſure to make the inquiry 
yourſelf, you would have been ſoon convinced, 
that there is not one particular paſſage in the 
Old Teſtament which teaches that there is a 
ſecond divine perſon, or god, who afterwards 
became the man Chriſt Jeſus; or a third 
divine. perſon, or god, called the holy ſpirit. 
And with. your leave, and that of our friends, 
I will give you a few ſpecimens of thoſe that 
are commonly produced. 

One is concerned to have occaſion for ever 
to mention the groſs impoſition on the mere 
Engliſh reader, in our tranſlation of Iſaiah, 
ix. 5. in which a child who is born is ſtiled 
the everlaſting Father. Biſhop Lowth threw 

cout this everlaſting Father, for which there 
never could be the leaſt plea, but retained the 
language the mighty God; which however he 
' ought to have conſidered, the common Engliſh 
reader would interpret of Chriſt being the 
ſupreme God, when he knew the original 
was far from ſuch meaning. A learned Lay- 
man, who very lately hath with great accuracy 
and judgment given a new tranſlation of the 

8 whole 
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whole book, thus renders this paſſage ; ©* For 
to us a child is born, to us a ſon is given, and 


the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder ; 


and his name ſhall be called, the meſſenger 


of the great deſign ; the father of the age; 
the prince of, peace.” 

Ifaiah liii. 8. Inſtead of, Mo ſhall "Rs 
bis generation? as if referring to ſome eternal 
generation of Chriſt, as is pretended; we ſhould 
read; and the men of his generation who ſhall 
be able to deſcribe ? 

Jeremiah xxiii. 6. Inſtead of, This is the 
name whereby he ſhall be called, the LorD 
or Febovab our righteouſneſs, as tho Chriſt 
was Jehovah : we ſhould read ; This is the 
name by which he Lord ſhall call him, our 
righteouſneſs : which is the honeſt tranſlation 


of a worthy and learned divine of the church 


of England, now living. 

Zechariah xii. 10. Inſtead of—they ſhall 
look upon me, whom they have pierced ; as tho 
God could be pierced or ſtabbed, it being God 
who is ſpeaking : read-—they ſhall look upon 
him, whom they have pierced. This is alſo 


the rendring of ſome eminent dignitaries in 


the church ; as alſo the following ; * 
| | Zechariah 
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Zechariah xiii. 7. Inſtead of, Awake, 6 
fword, againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the man 
that is my fellow, faith the Lox D of hoſts, as 
if Chriſt was fellow with the Lorp of hoſts 1 
read; Awake, o ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, 
and againſt the man who is near unto me, an 
the Lord of hoſts. 

Micah v. 2.—whoſe goings forth have been 
from of old, ſrom everlaſiing. Almighty God 
is here the ſpeaker ; and it is generally believed 
by chriſtians, as it was by jews before Chriſt, 
that the' words are ſpoken concerning the 
Chriſt, the Meſſiah, as being to be born at 
Bethlehem, the place ſpecified in the fore- 
going clauſe of the paſſage. 

But the words, as Calvin and other inter- 
preters agree, are to be underſtood, not of 
Chriſt as actually going forth from everlaſting; 
but only of him, as deftined in the divine 
mind, or by the Almighty being, before his 
birth, for ſome great defign. 80 that this 
paſſage is no proof that Chriſt had any e. 
iſtence at the dime, or before he was born 75 | 
Mary. 

But I beg your's and the company's iron, 
Voluſion, for interrupting the ſatisfaction, 
| - which 
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which I believe we have all received, in your 
natural account of your diſquiſitions and con- 
clufions, in this your moſt important ſearch 
of the Scriptures, and endeavour to arrive at 
ſome fixed ſettlement, who is the Being you 
are to worſhip ; whether three divine Perſons, 
or one only. And I hope you will gratify us 
with the continuation of the thread of your 
inquiry. 


VOLUSIAN. 


I muſt be fo far honeſt to you, as to own; 
ſays Voluſian, that I really look upon myſelf 
as the perſon obliged by your defire to hear 
the farther proceſs and reſult of my ſcriptural 
reſearches, as it ſhews that you ſo far approve 
the methods I have, taken ; and I ſhall hope 
to be corrected, if in any thing you ſhall per- 
ceive me to have made any material miſtakes. 
af 180 on then, where I left aw 


Nor having found any fecond divine per- 
fon or God, who was afterwards. to become 
man, nor a third divine perſon, ſtiled the holy 
_ or holy ſpirit, in the Old Teſtament, 

I pro- 
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I proceeded much agitated to the reading of 
the New; which I had always looked upon 


as more particularly teaching two other per- 


ſons to be gods, beſide the Father, who alſo 


were his equals, and equally to be worſhiped. 
And I frankly confeſs, I was bewildered ; I 
could not now tell what to think or expect. 
For it appeared impoſſible, if the two reve- 
lations, that by Moſes and the prophets, and 
the laſt by Jeſus Chriſt, came from God, that 
they ſhould flatly contradict each other in an 


article of the firſt importance. In this ſtate 


of mind then, I was not ſo much aſtoniſhed 
and diſappointed, as I ſhould otherwiſe have 
been, when, on examining for myſelf into the 
writings of the firſt three evangeliſts and 
hiſtorians of the life of Chriſt, I could find 


not the leaſt trace of their looking upon, and 
conſidering him as God. They all uniformly 


agree in deſcribing the holy Jeſus, as a human 


being, of a particular tribe and family among 
the jews : two of them mention his being 


born of Mary, by the extraordinary' power of 


God, and the omiſſion of this circumſtance by 


the two other hiſtorians, is eaſily accounted 
for. They relate that at firſt, he was like 
2 | all 
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all other children, a puny, ſenſeleſs babe; 
growing like them in ſtrength and under- 
ſtanding, as he grew in years, and making alſo 
gradual improvements in piety and virtue. 
When he was called forth by God to ſhew 
himſelf to the world, we find him indued 
with extraordinary gifts and powers, to fit 
him to act his part as a teacher and ſaviour 
come from God, and enable him to give proofs 
of his divine authority, that men might liſten 
to and obey him. And at the laſt, having 
finiſhed the work aſſigned to him, he willingly 
gave up his life, for the benefit of mankind, 

in teſtimony of the truths he nga, and of 
his miſſion from God. 

If Matthew mentions among this heavenly 
teacher s laſt words, that he commanded to 
* make diſciples of all nations, and baptize 
them into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the holy ſpirit no one, who 
had not already imbibed ſuch notions elſe- 
where, would underſtand him as telling them, 
in ſuch an indirect manner, at parting with 
them, what he had never ſpoken of before, 
namely, as ſome will have it, that himſelf 
was a ſecond god equal' to the Father, and 


that 
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that the holy ghoſt, or holy ſpirit, was a third 
god. But they would ſurely apprehend his 
intentions to be, agreeably to his uſual meaning 
elſewhere, in the uſe of theſe words, Son, 
and holy ſpirit, thereby to ſignify; that man- 
kind were to be initiated by baptiſth into his 
religion, which came from the ſupreme Father 
of all; which himſelf, his beloved Son taught 
by authority from him; and which was con- 
firmed by the holy ſbirit, or the gifts of mi- 
raculous powers, firſt imparted to himſelf, 
and afterwards to his apoſtles atid followers ; 
which were ſo many proofs of their divine i 
miſſion, and authority. 

It was a circumſtance that made deep im- 
preſſion on my mind, in reading theſe three 
firſt hiſtorians, Matthew, Mark, and Luke; 
that they plainly ſhew by their writings, that 
they lived without any idea of their lord and 
maſter Jeſus being any other than one of the 
human race, moſt highly favoured and diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Almighty God; and alſo that 
they were defirous, and publiſhed. their re- 
| ſpetive hiſtories, with a view, that his fol- 
lowers, and all others in ſucceeding ages, 
might by reading them, think thus of him. 
How 
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Ho would they have been affected with con- 
cern, to hear chriſtians familiarly calling, and 
invoking the holy Jeſus, as God equal to the 
Father; him, whom they introduce rebuking a 
man, for even inſinuating, that himſelf was 
any thing above the condition of a creature of 
limited and imperfect goodneſs: <* Why calleſt | 
thou me good? there is none good but one, (s) 
that is God. 

The impreſſions I received from . atten· 
tive peruſal of theſe three former evangeliſts, 
contributed to ſoften the prejudices which I 
had entertained, that Jeſus was the logos, 
the word, ſpoken of in the beginning of John's 
goſpel, and therefore God. 

I could not take it into my thoughts, but 
that all the apoſtles, and evangeliſts, muſt 
know, who their maſter Jeſus was, whether 
God or man; and muſt agree about it. 
As to, the bleſſed Jeſus being poſſeſſed of 
two natures; a human .nature. and a divine 
nature, by one of which he was the moſt high 
God, and by the other a mortal creature at 
the fame time: this is a ſort of theology to 


60 Matth. xix. 17. | 
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which Chriſt and his apoſtles were intire 
ſtrangers. It fixes an odious duplicity upon our 
Saviour's character, of which every honeſt man 
would be aſhamed; that, for inſtance, when 
in one place, he ſays (5) * of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no not the angels, which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father ;” 
he meant only that he was ignorant of it in 
his human nature, not in his divine. I am 
aſhamed to ſay, that I had been formerly im- 
poſed on by this ſenſeleſs doctrine of the two 
natures : otherwiſe I ſhould have thought it 
below all notice. 
Moreover John, as well as the other evan- 
geliſts, in his goſpel, ſtiles Chriſt direMy a 
man, a human being, ſubject to ſufferings and 
death. But God cannot ſuffer or die. How 
little have we learned, if we have not learned 
this? And yet how Iong have my eyes been 
ſhut againſt ſo plain a poſition, that Jeſus 
who died could not be God, nay, muſt have 
been a mortal man. For we know not that 
any other intelligent beings in the univerſe, 
have ever been ſubje& to die, but thoſe of 
our own ſpecies. 


_ (5) Mark xiii. 32. 
Nay, 


1 DOI ATR Y. 51 
Nay, after his maſter Jeſus was, by the 
power and goodneſs of God, raiſed to life, 
John introduces him even then, ſtiling his 
apoſtles, brethren, 1. e. men of the ſame na- 
ture and country with himſelf; adding more- 
over, that he had the ſame God and heavenly 
Father, in common with them. (z) © Go to 
my brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcꝛnd 
unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
God and your God.” . 
St. John therefore, who gives this account, 
from our Saviour's own mouth, after his re- 
ſurrection, of his being only one of the human 
race, could never in the beginning of his 
goſpel, ſpeak of him as having been from all 
eternity, God, the Word, by whom all things 
were made: but in language well underſtood by 
thoſe to whom he writes, he thereby intended 
the Word, Wiſdom, Power of God, which is 
God himſelf, by which all things were made ; 
and which Word, as he goes on to ſay, be- 
came man, and dwelt among us; i. e. dwelt 
among us in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom it was imparted in an extraordinary 


(e) John xx. 17; {2418 
E 2 | To 
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To mention only two phraſes more, uſed 

by this evangeliſt, by which I had been much 
impoſed on, for want of a little attention. If 
our afar ſays, (2) * and my Father are 
one:“ he ſpeaks in the ſame terms of his 
2 1 and followers being (J) one with him- 
ſelf, and with God. If he ſpeaks of his () 
own coming down from heaven, coming forth 
from the Father, coming into the world, he 
himſelf explains his words at the time, to the 
attentive reader; that he meant thereby no- 
thing more than his divine miſſion and autho- 
rity from God, and that his language was not 
to be taken 1 


Bor if there be any book of the New 
Teſtament, which affected me above others, 
as proclaiming in every page, that the bleſſed 
Jeſus was no divine perſon, no ſecond God or 
creator, equal, to the Father, but only his 
creature of the human race, highly favoured 
and beloved; it was the book of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles; or rather, the account of the 


(%) John x. 30. (I) John xvii. 21, 22. (in) See 
and compare Jon vi. 38. i. 6. and viii. 42. xvi. 28, 
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propagation of the religion of Jeſus, by ſome 
few of the apoſtles and their friends, among 
Jews and gentiles, after their maſter's reſur- 
rection, and being carried up to the heavenly 
regions, 

To allege a few out of many inſtances. 

Peter, in his. firſt public diſcourſe to the 
Jewiſh people, in his own name and that of 
the reſt of the apoſtles, ſpeaks of Jeſus as 
being a () man like all others, diſtinguiſhed 
only by extraordinary gifts and powers from 
God ; and after charging them with putting 
ſo holy a perſon to death, tells them that God 
had vindicated his .innocency, by raifing him 
to life in three days, and by making him both 
Lord and Chriſt. From which, by the way, 
we learn, that when we call Jeſus our Lord, 
we are to underſtand him to be only ſuch a 
Lord, as almighty God hath made and ap- 
pointed him. 

Soon after, the apoſtles, Peter and John, (o) 
in one and the ſame diſcourſe, twice ſtile their 
maſter, Jeſus, God's ſervant. And it is ob- 
. ſervable, that they do this, after his having 
been taken up into heaven. 

(n) Acts.ii. 22, 23, 24, 36. (0) Acts iii. 13, 36. 
| E 3 We 
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We have next all the apoſtles, in their joint 
prayer, Acts iv. 24—3 1. by the mouthof Peter, 
with great ſolemnity, invoking God, as the 
fovereign lord and maſter, and in the fame 
breath, tiling Jeſus, twice, his ſervant. 

It is to be noted, that the apoſtle John 
joined in this prayer, in twice ſtiling Jeſus 

the ſervant of God. And this is another 
proof, that in the beginning of his goſpel, 
nothing could be farther from his thoughts 
than to ſpeak of Jeſus as God, the Word, by 
whom all things were made. | 
It is a proof alſo, that if there be any texts 
in John's epiſtles, which ſpeak of any other 
God but one; or that make Jeſus to be God, 
they muſt be ſpurious, or falſe readings. For 
it is impoſlible, that the apoſtle, or that any 
perſon of ſenſe, in his right mind, ſhould ſo 
7H directly contradict himſelf. | | 
The addreſs of Stephen to Jeſus, which I 
had been taught to conſider as being a prayer 
to him as God; was a ſingle requeſt, offered in 
peculiar circumſtances, when under the (ↄ) 
impreſſions of a viſible appearance or repreſen- 


(p) AQ Vii. 59, 55, 56. 
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tation 
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tation of Jeſus before his eyes; and therefore 
cannot properly be called a prayer as to God ; 
and particularly when at the very ſame time 
he calls Jeſus, the Son of man. When the 
holy martyr kneeled down (2) after this, it 
was in ſolemn prayer, to the ſovereign Lord 
of all, to forgive his murderers, after the 
example of his maſter Jeſus in a ſimilar ſitu- 
ation. | 

When our Lord, ſoon after this, is repre- 
ſented as appearing to Paul, and ſaying; (7) 
] am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt; it was 
acknowleging himſelf to be the man, who 
went by that name upon earth. 
We have next the manner, in which Chriſt 
was preached to the gentile world. The 
apoſtle Peter, in an intercourſe which he had 
by divine direction, with Cornelius, the Roman 
centurion, and his friends, does not inform 
them, that Jeſus was God; but a man, (=) 
with extraordinary powers from God, 

There are few things that deſerve more to 
be remarked, . and remembered, than the 
manner af St. Paul's preaching the goſpel in 


(4) Acts vii. 6a, (7) Ib. ix. 5. (5) Ib. x, 38. 
Ea the 
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the Areopagus at Athens: where he informs 
his audience, that there was but one ſingle 
perſon, who was God, the (7) ſole creator of 
all things ; and that there wauld be a day of 
future account, in which one of mankind, 
Jeſus, whoſe doctrines he delivered to them, 
was appointed to be the judge; of which God 
had given the fulleſt aſſurance by raiſing him 
from the dead. 

This is a moſt important declaration. It 
enables us to underſtand thoſe few paſſages in 
St. Paul's epiſtles, in which he has been ſup- 
poſed to contradict himſelf in this reſpect, ſo 
as to ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt as God, or the 
object of prayer; and may ſatisfy us, that 
thoſe paſſages are not genuine, or are miſin- 
terpreted by us. ö 

2. It teaches us likewiſe, that in thoſe in- 

ſtances, where this apoſtle aſcribes a creation 
to Jeſus Chriſt, he does not mean the creation 
of the univerſe, which he here aſcribes to 
God alone; but a moral and ſpiritual creation, 
the reformation of mankind by the goſpel; as 
has been well ſhewn to be the juſt explication 
pf! his words, by many learned perſons, 


(t) Acts xvii. 24, 31. 
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Ir ſtruck my mind very much in going 
over ſome of the preceding facts, that an 
argument might be formed from them, by 
which the mere plowman, who conſulted his 
Bible, might confute the ableſt divines, who 
ſhould take upon them to prove from any 
thing dropt in the epiſtles of Paul, or of the 
other apoſtles, that Jeſus Chriſt was God, 
and to be worſhiped. 

For he might fay to them“ Sirs, I am 
perſuaded that with all your learning, you 
muſt be exceedingly miſtaken, in pretending 
that the apoſtles in their epiſtles teach Jeſus 
Chriſt to be God.” 

For the apoſtle Paul, who wrote ſo many 
_ epiſtles, could by no means intend to teach any 
ſuch doctrine in them; becauſe in his ſpeech 
to the Athenians, he declares, that God, who 
made the world, was one fingle perſon ; and 
that Jeſus, who was ordained to be the future 
judge of the living and dead, was a human 
creature, moſt highly honoured by almighty 
God. You -muſt be miſtaken therefore in 
your interpretations, and your learning miſ- 
leads you, in making Jeſus to be God. For, 
he aſſured, St. Paul was an honeſt man, and 
| 3 
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a man of ſenſe, and could not fo flatly con- 
tradict himſelf, in ſaying any thing of the 
kind of one, whom he himſelf deſcribes to 
the learned people of Athens, as a man only. 
And fo alſo a perſon the moſt unlearned 
might confute the greateſt divines, who ſhould 
attempt to prove Jeſus Chriſt to be God, 
from any of the epiſtles that remain of the 
other apoſtles; of James, Peter, Jude, and 
John: and might fay ; © Sirs, theſe apoſtles 
joined with the reſt in that ſolemn prayer to 
God, in which they twice call Jeſus, God's 
ſervant: therefore you muſt miſapprehend 
their meaning, or their words muſt have been 
wrongly put down, if you would from them 
prove Jeſus to be God. In little things, the 
apoſtles might miſtake, and vary from them- 
ſelves ; but not in a matter of ſuch vaſt im- 
. Portance, ſo as to ſay in one place, that Jeſus 

was the ſervant of God, and in another that 
he was the moſt high God himſelf.” 


AFTER the 7 Ol of this prodigious accu- 
mulation of evidence, from both the Old and 
the New Teſtament, againſt my former opi- 
pions, I declare to you, my friends, I could 
| ſcarce 
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ſcarce believe my ſenſes, that things were 
really ſuch as I had found them: but that 
rather all was a dream. 
So plainly did it appear to be laid down i in 
the ſcriptures throughout, that even a child 
of any tolerable underſtanding might eaſily be 
taught to ſee, that God is ſtrictly One, one 
perſon; and the bleſſed Jeſus nothing but his 
favoured creature and ſervant. 
And yet, all the Fathers as they call how 
almoſt from the firſt, 1. e. all the great Divines 
and chriſtian writers, of all countries, with ſome 
few exceptions, whoſe writings have been ſuf- 
feredto remain; popes, patriarchs, archbiſhops, 
| biſhops, all the councils and ſynods, the great 
churches in every country, the greek church, 
the church of Rome, the church of England, 
all of them, in all ages, to the preſent, have 
held and maintained, and ſtill hold and main- 
tain, that the ſingle perſon of the Father of the 
univerſe is not God by himſelf alone; but that 
there are three divine perſons, who are each of 
them gods, and each of them equally to be 
worſhiped, and that Jeſus Chriſt is one of them, 
And thus all theſe great and learned of the 
world, have been ſo * in all ages, and 


continue 
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continue ſo to this day, and of courſe all 
chriſtian people, who are influenced and go- 
verned by their example, fo as not to have 
ſeen, or yet to ſee, what I have ſeen and hope 
to have in ſome meaſure demonſtrated, to 
lye upon the very ſurface, and to be viſible, 
literally ſpeaking, in every page of the Bible, 
where the name of God is mentioned; viz. 
that there is but one ſingle perſon, who is 
God alone, and creator of all 80 0 7 Jehovah, | 
the ſupreme Father. 

I knew not at firſt what to make of ſuch 
amazing defection from the true doctrine of 
the ſcripture, in this important point, and of 
ſo long duration, nor could I gain any com- 
poſure of ſpirit about it; till I conſidered, 
that many at firſt, and all in theſe latter ages, 

might, through the force of education, have 
taken this tritheiſtic doctrine upon truſt ; and 
have been under the common deluſion which 
I was, that it was a myſterious ſubject, to be 
ſettled bylearned men, and not to be pryed into 
with too curious eyes, but believed : and they 
had not the good fortune to meet with thoſe 
gentle hints and friendly admonitions, which 
I have formerly as well as lately received from 
you 
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you, my friends, at different times, although 
they made little impreſſion to any purpoſe till 


NOW. 


If I am in any thing miſtaken, I deſire 


ſome one will in charity ſhew me my error; 
will point out to me, if there be any but one 
ſingle perſon, Jehovah, the Father, who is 
God, and to be worſhiped, mentioned eher 
in the Old or New Teſtament. 

But indeed, taking the whole evidence of 
revelation, from the beginning to the end, it 
appears to me, from the few particulars I have 
ſummed up, ſuch an abſolute demonſtration 


of the Divine Unity, as is not to be reſiſted, 


And when ſuperſtition, prejudice, power and 
Intereſt, ſhall loſe their hold on men's minds, 
in this article, all muſt ſee this evidence: and 
I am willing to hope, that the world is coming 
to that point. 
But I feel myſelf agitated by this total 
change of my ſentiments, with reſpect to the 
Being I am to worſhip, to a degree which I 
cannot deſcribe ; and many thoughts croud in 
upon me, which I have not had time to digeſt, 
and in which I muſt hereafter beg your kind 
aſſiſtance. | 

8 But 
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But ſtill, however wrong, I cannot look 
upon myſelf to have been an idolater in the 
worſhip, which I have hitherto paid to Jefus 
Chriſt. Though a miſtaken, I cannot look 
upon myſelf to have been a wicked man in 
what I did, and therefore not under the con- 
demnation of God, as that language implies. 
However, as you have aſſerted, that Jeſus 
Chriſt being a creature, the worſhip of him 
is idolatrous, I confeſs this diſturbs me much, 
and I ſhall not be at reſt till I have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing you farther upon the fah- 
Ject, if I have not already tired you PRs 
quite out. 

The fervour and force of argument, with 
Which Voluſian gave this account of the 
alteration of his opinions, with refpe& to the 
object of chriſtian worſhip, from the mere 
reading of the ſcriptures, moved every one 
preſent and they declared themſelves intereſted 
49 much as himſelf, that the converſation 
| „ eee eee r p 
an e * s pofſible. | j 


- PHOTINUS 
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PHOTINUS TO VICTORIN; 


Relating the continuance of a converſation, from 
which Volufian is ſatisfied, that the wor ſhip 
of Feſus Chrift is idalatrous. 


880 ON after the former converſation, whilſt 
Volufian, with no ſmall impatience, was 


waiting to have the ſubje& reſumed, he was 


much mortified by the arrival of a large com- 
pany, who came to pay a viſit of leveral days; 
and were compoſed of perfons by no means 
of a ſpeculative turn ; who would have taken 
It ill to have had their amuſements interrupted 


by grave talk about religion, and eſpecially by 


any the moſt diſtant cenſures upon that which 
was eftabliſhed in the country ; which they 
held ſacred, and not to be touched or altered 
on any account. 

They were however not a little diſconcerted 

in this reſpect, by a very innocent incidental 
remark that was made the morning they went 
away ; when, the diſcourſe happening to turti 


I upon. 
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upon Sunday-ſchools, and a very general 


commendation being given of them, a blunt 


gentleman (2) preſent ſaid, that he hoped 


among other good regulations, about which 
the clergy and gentry in many pariſhes, took 
fuch laudable pains, they would beſtow their 
attention in procuring a correction of ſome 


few things in the catechiſm of the church of 


England, for the benefit of their young people; 


which loudly called for it. 


But I ſhall name only one, ſays be, which 
is to be met with near the beginning of the 
catechiſm; when, after repeating the Apoſtles' 
creed, the child being aſked, © What doſt 


thou learn by theſe articles of thy belief?“ 
He is made to anſwer. , « Firſt, I learn to 


believe in God; the Father, who hath made 
me and all the world. Secondly, in God the 
Son, who redeemeth me and all mankind. 
Thirdly, in God the holy Ghoſt, who ſancti- 
fieth me and all the ele& people of God. 


(a) e, whom you well know, and whom I ſhall 
call Syneſius; learned, of a ſingular turn of mind, a pro- 


feſſed admirer of the church, though ſeldom ſeen within 
its walls; but of a life better regulated than that of many 


who are more frequent in their attendance, 


| Now 
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Now this ſeems plainly to put into the 
child's mouth, falſe reaſoning, and wrong con- 
eluſions, and to make it aſſert what upon the 
very face of the thing is not true. For the 
creed begins with declaring, that there is one 
God, the Father almighty, and maker of all 
things; and never ſays any thing of any God 
the Son, or God the holy gboſt: but only that 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only, or beloved ſon of 
God, was born of Mary, a jewiſh woman, and 
put to death by Pontius Pilate, the Roman go 
vernor in Judea: adding afterwards, that there 
was a holy ghoſt, or holy ſpirit to be believed 
in; whatever was to be underſtood by it. But 
there is no intimation given, that theſe two 
laſt named, the Son and the holy ghoſt, were 
each of them gods, as well as God, the Father 
_ almighty : which, nevertheleſs, the poor chil- 
dren are made to declare that they believe to 
be taught by the creed, 

The gueſts were particularly offended with 
the rudeneſs, as it was called, of theſe remarks. 
One lady in particular, a great admirer of the 
compoſition and cloſe reaſoning of the creed 
of St. Athanaſius, obſerved that the gentle- 
| man n might have choſen a more proper ſubject 
2 5 4 F to 
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to deſcant upon; that there was no occaſion 
for ſo much exactneſs in teaching young chil- 
dren; and that if the doctrine of the trinity 
was not in ſo many words to be found in the 
Apoſtles' creed, it might eafily be underſtood 
to be comprehended in it, as there were the 
names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt z and 
it was a doctrine which all knew was to be 
found in the ſcriptures. | 

There being no reply to be made to ſuch 
a long ſtring of ſuppoſitions without proof, 
the gentleman beg'd pardon for having given 
offence inadyertently, and fo the matter ended. 

Soon after the ſtrangers took their leave, 


Tur THIRD, DAY. 


VOLUSIAN. 


WHEN they were gone, Volufian re- 
marked, how eaſily we were all impoſed upon by 
taking things, in our early youth, upon truſt, 

as infallibly true, from dur parents and teachers, 

5 12 in conſequence adhering to them without 


examination 
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examination ever after wards, and this to ſuch a 


degree, as not to endure their being ealled in 
queſtion by others. This, proceeds he, ſeems to 
be the ſtate of mind of the company juſt gone, 
and might have been mine, had I not enjoyed 
the advantage of friends of a more liberal caſt, 
who are for bringing all things to the teſt of 
reaſon and ſcripture. But from this little 
ventilation of the matter, for which we are 
extremely obliged to Synefius, I now ſee, what 
I own I never before attended to; that the 
apoſtles creed, ſo called, the oldeſt of all the 
creeds, though not drawn up by the apoſtles, 
is perfectly unitarian : which affords a ſtrong 
proof, that the chriſtians immediately foHow- 
ing the apoſtles, were alſo perfect unitarians. 
How does light break in from all parts, when 
the bandage of ſuperſtition is once taken off 
the eyes, as from mine lately! In ſuch a ſtate, 
the progreſs from error to truth is moſt rapid; 
of which I have had happy experience, whoſe 
opinions in fo ſhort a ſpace have undergone 
ſuch a total change, that from having looked 
upon the holy Jeſus all my life as the ſupreme 
God, I am convinced by evidence, which muſt 
in time convince all the world, that he was 

. | F 2 only 


- 
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only a mortal being, moſt highly favoured 
and beloved of God. , | 
But although about this I am now intirely 
ſatisfied, I can by no means allow, as I be- 
fore remarked, that I was an idolater in wor- 
ſhiping Jeſus Chriſt in the days of my igno- 
rance; or that all my friends and acquaintance, 
who ſtill worſhip. him, are idolaters; or my 
anceſtors, and the whole Chriſtian world now, 
and for ages paſt. For 1dolatry is repreſented 
in the ſacred writings as a heinous fin, for 
which men are liable to the ſevere diſpleaſure 
of Almighty God; an idea which I cannot 
entertain of any, who are ſincere, however 
erroneous, in their worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt. 
If I am miſtaken in this matter, I n to be 
ſet N 


P HOT IN US. 


I do not wonder, Voluſian, replied Pho- 
tinus, that your fair and honeſt mind ſhould 
reject ſuch an unworthy thought, concerning 
the righteous, 'moral governor of the world, 
as that he ſhould condemn his frail offspring 
of mankind, and ſubject them to the moſt 
NP ſufferings, for 1 85 which how- 


ever 
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ever wrong they might be, were held by 
them very innocently; often the effect of early 
prejudice, hardly ever to be overcome; or owing 
to a ſuperſtitious awe and dread of inquiry into 
certain ſubjects, or the want of opportunity 
of better information: of which claſs were 
you yourſelf, and thouſands and ten thouſands 
now, and in former ages, who have joined in 
the idolatrous worſhip, which has prevailed in 
the chriſtian church, in all countries. 

Bat the idolatry, againſt which the judg- 
ments of God were denounced in the ſacred 
writings, was very different from that which 
has obtained among chriſtians. We find from 
Moſes, that the heathen worſhip of their falſe. 
gods in his time, countenanced and encouraged 
the groſſeſt lewdneſs, ſodomy, beſtiality, &c. 
nay, that theſe made a part of it. And in 
later times, among the : polite greeks and 
romans, the moſt horrid enormities, and un- 
natural practices, were boaſted of, as ſanctified 
by the examples of the deities they worſhiped. 
So that the idolatry of the heathens was 
threatened with ſuch ſevere puniſhment” of 
old, not as a ſpeculative error, but becauſe it 
was attended with the moſt ſhocking vice and 
1mmorality. | 5 

F 3 But 
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But nothing of this kind can be charged 
upon the idolatrous worſhip of chriſtians ; 
that it directly encourages vice and wicked- 
neſs. And although the almighty and infinite 
Being is diſhonoured and degraded by his 
creatures being put on a rank and in compe- 
tition with him, and made the objects of prayer 
and divine worſhip; and much detriment to 
the morals of many indirectly reſults from it, 

which are things greatly to be lamented : ſtill 
thoſe who a& thus under a ftate of invincible 
ignorance, muſt be acknowleged guiltleſs. 
So that you may make yourſelf cafy, Valuſian, 
as to your former practice in this reſpect, 
though you can by no means be cleared from 
the imputation of idolatry in it. 


VOLUSIAN. 


You have given me ſome ſatisfaction, re- 
plies Voluſian, in the mitigated account of the 
idolatry, with which, without fcruple, you 
charge the chriftians' worſhip of Jeſus Cha. 
have not yet proved your accuſatiun, nor 
 ſhewn wherein their idolatry lies. 


PHOTINUS. 
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PHOTINUS. ' 

I beg your pardon, ſays Photinus, and 
thank you for reminding me of my fault, and 
of what I ought myſelf to have attended to. 
I ſhall therefore make the attempt to verify 
my aſſertion; and as I hold it to be a matter 
of great moment, I hope I ſhall expreſs my- 
ſelf ſo as to be intelligible, not only to you; 
but to all the chriſtian world, if it could 
hear me. 

Idolatry then I call the worſhip of falſe 
gods, the paying of divine honours to a 
creature. 

And ſuch idolatry is forbidden by the light 
of nature. For reaſon teaches the diligent 
ſearcher into the origin of himſelf and the 
univerſe around him, that every thing is the 
workmanſhip of one wiſe, benevolent, all- 
governing mind, one God, one gracious Power, 
who gives all things to all, and is therefore to 
be acknowleged, adored, and thanked. by all, 

And this' natural light, our reaſon, which 
is a ray of the divine intelligence, and given 
by. our maker, prohibits the worſhip. of 
any other but him; becaule to pay the like 
RP to any other being, would be to deny 

F 4 that 
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that we receive every thing from him, and 
depend upon him for every thing; and alſo 
becauſe it is a moſt ſhameful diſhonouring of 
God, to rank his creatures on the ſame line with 
him: for all beings beſides are his creatures. It 
is alſo not only abſurd, to pray to beings, that 
cannot hear or help us ; but muſt likewiſe fill 
the mind with darkneſs and ſuperſtition. For 
inferior beings, nearer our own level, will ſoon 
be ſuppoſed pleaſed with what pleaſes onr 
own paffions and fancies,” outward pomp and 
ceremony, fine ſpeeches and coſtly offerings ; 
and in theſe religion will be chiefly placed : 
whilſt-God, infinite in holineſs and all good · 
neſs, who has nothing that is imperfect in 
common with his creatures, none of their 
wants and paſſions, will always be approached 
by them with ſerious recollection and awe, 
and as dne, who is only to be pleaſed with 
virtue, and inmate rectitude * eee in 
His worſhipers. 5 | 
But as the ester part are not Apoll, 

nor have leiſure, thus to trace out the creator 
in his works, and to diſcover what is the true 
worſhip they are to render to him; it pleaſed the 
| Divine Being, from the beginning, in extra- 


ordinary 
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ordinary ways, to make himſelf and his per- 
fections known to mankind; and in proceſs 
of time to deliver in writing to one nation, 
choſen from the reſt, but in ſome reſpects for 
the benefit of all, a code of laws; the firſt 
of which, as of moſt importance, and what 
evidently- concerns every rational being. to 
know, is that which relates to the divine 
unity, and is expreſſed in ſuch terms as are 
plain to every underſtanding ; God himſelf, 
in perſon, if we may ſo ſpeak, condeſcending 
to declare to the people of Iſrael, (c.! Iam 
Jehovah thy God, who brought thee forth 


out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe 


of bondage. Thou ſhalt. have none other 
other gods but me.” . 
By this commandment, all beings and per- 
ſons whatſoever, are excluded from being 
God, and from being worſhiped as God, but 
the ſingle perſon who ſpeaks; and who, as 
he goes on to ſay, made heaven and earth, &c. 
vix. was the creator of all things. p 
Should any chriſtians object that this com- 
mand related only to the iſraelites, to whom 


(w) Exodus xx. 2, 3. 


it 
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it was delivered; it may be obſerved, that our 
Saviour himſelf, who was one of the jewiſh 
nation, and moſt facredly obſerved himſelf, 
and inculcated on others, the commandments 
of God; in one place, being aſked (x) which 
is the firſt commandment of all? Jeſus an- 
ſwered the man, The firſt of all the com- 
mandments is; Hear, o Iſrael, The Lok 
our God is one Lox D;“ referring to the au- 
thority of Moſes, and replying in ſore words 
of (0) his, 

As then there has never handed folemn, for- 
F< eee. of this firſt commandment of 
God, declaring himſelf to be'God alone, and 
alone to be worſhiped; nor any authoritative 
declaration from God at the ſame time, that 
there were two other new divine perſons, two 
new gods, upon an equality with himſelf, who 
were to be admitted, and worſhiped: we muſt 
therefore of neceſſity adhere, to and abide: by 
the unrepealed divine command, that God is 
one ſingle perſon, God by himſelf alone, 
and alone to be worſhiped:;: eſpecially as Jeſus 
himſelf has ratified this command of Moſes; 


(x) Mark xii, 28, 29. + (2) Deut. vi. 4. 
As 
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As therefore you are perſuaded, that the 
bleſſed Jeſus is a creature of God, who re- 
ceived his being and all his powers from God, 
it muſt be a direct violation of the firſt com- 
mandment of God, and nothing leſs than” 
idolatry in you, to call him god, and to wor- 
ſhip him, if the teſtimony of God, of Moſes, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, be of any value 
with you. 

Here Voluſian appeared to be much moved; 
and after pauſing ſome ſhort ſpace, was going 
to ſpeak, the eyes of the company being fixed 
upon hini; when Synefius, who ſeemed willing 
to take upon him the part of a moderator, 


ſtarting up with a ſort of — thus began. 


SYNESIUS, 


I am ſorry to break in upon you, my friends, 
in the midſt of ſo intereſting an inquiry, and 
when all of us ſeemdeſirous to know Voluſian's 

determinations upon the matter. But a little 
reſpite may do kim no harm, as his nature is 
ardent; and fometimes a more indifferent 
ſpectator may ſoe what eſcapes an actor, who 
is more immediately and deeply engaged in 
the {cene, fl 


; 
4 | 
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- Permit ! 
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Permit me then to remark, Photinus, that 
if this definition -of yours of idolatry 'be 
allowed, and I do not ſee how it can be con- 
troverted, it will not prove, that the members 
of the church of England are idolaters in 
their worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt. For they 
themſelves think the contrary ; and are per- 
ſuaded, that in worſhiping both Jeſus Chriſt 
and the holy ghoſt, together with the Father, 
they worſhip One God only, though you 
charge them with worſhiping three. And 
ſurely perſons / ought to be judged by their 
-own intentions, and not by the conſtruction 
that others put upon their actions. To you 
they may appear idolaters; to themſelves they 
are by no means ſuch. | 
e OY  PHOTINUS. 1 
I am really obliged to you myſelf, ſays Pho- 
tinus, for throwing out ſuch an objection, 
which to many will ſeem to be of weight, 
and certainly deſerves to be conſidered. But 
you will allow me to ſay, that I do not think 
you have ſufficiently attended to what you ad- 
vance on this point, nor to the wrong conclu- 
ſions, to which ſuch a way of arguing will lead 
$3. 4 | you: 
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you: which will ſhew that it cannot be ad- 
mitted. For 
If men's own thoughts 3 them- 
ſelves will exculpate them in this matter, it 
will follow that there never was ſuch a thing 
as an idolater in the world. For the wor- 
ſhipers of the virgin Mary will clear them- 
ſelves from the imputation of idolatry in pray- 
ing to this dead woman, and to other dead 
perſons called ſaints, becauſe they think them 
to be alive, and are alſo perſuaded that they 
who worſhip them, have the allowance of 
God himſelf to addreſs them in prayer, as 
mediators, and interceſſors with him for them. 
Then alſo might the worſhipers of Baal 
have told the prophet Elijah, that he accuſed 
them falſely of being idolaters : becauſe what- 
ever he thought, they were perſuaded, that 
Baal was a god, and heard their prayers. 
No. Depend upon it, if Jeſus Chriſt be 
a creature, of which Voluſian is perfectly 
convinced, the worſhip of him is as much 
and equally idolatrous, as the worſhip of his 
mother Mary, | 
Our thoughts, -imaginations, kinds, 
convictions, concerning our actions, cannot 


alter 
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alter their nature; cannot make that right 
which in itſelf is wrong, though they will 
excuſe us in doing it, in proportion to the 
degree of darkneſs and inſuperable ignorance, 
under which we labour. Religious worſhip 
of, prayer to, a creature, is certainly idolatry, 
unleſs: any one can produce an expreſs com- 
mand from God to authorize it. But that is 
another conſideration of the matter, and quite 
beſide. our preſent purpoſe. 


VOLUSIAN, 


VoluGan liſtened with great attention to 
this converſation between Syneſius and Pho- 
tinus; and immediately after, taking up the 
ſubject onder apparent eee of mind, thus 
beg Pie 

I now fully e that by this declara- 


DS tion of the Almighty Being to the iſraelites, 


and prohibition' of the worſhip of any other 
being or perſon but himſelf, not only, what 
indeed I always thought, the heathen worſhip 
of the heavenly bodies, i. e. the natural deities ; 
and of the artificial gods, dead men and 
women, Jupiter, Juno, Venus, Mercury, &c. 

is condemned; and the ſimilar worſhip among 


chriſtians, 
8 
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chriſtians, of the virgin Mary, and other dead 
perſons: But, as I am perſuaded, that the 
bleſſed Jeſus was a human being, as much as 
his mother Mary, though inveſted with ex- 
traordinary divine gifts and powers, the truth 
obliges me to confeſs, that the worſhip of 
the Son is equally idolatrous with that of the 


mother. I cannot defend the worſhip of the 


one, any more than of the other. Nor could I 
do it, if inſtead of being a man, Jeſus had 
been the higheſt archangel, and firſt in the 
order of time and dignity, next to the almighty 
Being, For ſtill he would have been a erea · 
ture, and at an infinite diſtance from Him 
that made him, and no object of religious 
. worſhip, unleſs he had been ſo appointed. 

I am alſo convinced, that no plea of igno- 
rance, or good intention, will excuſe the 
worſhipers of Jeſus Chriſt from being ranked 
as idolaters, which will not alſo exculpate the 
worſhipers of the virgin Mary, and of the 
heathen gods. 

Truth then forces me to canfela, FOR BY 
worſhip. paid. to Jeſus Chriſt, or to any ather 
perſon but God himſelf, is idolatry ; as ſurely 
as there was eyer any ſuch thing as idolatry 
in the world. 


I cannot 
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I cannot however deſcribe toyou how much 
this avowal coſts me, and what pain it gives 
me to think as I am conſtrained to do, of 
myſelf, and of all around me. For according to 
my preſent view of things, I behold myſelf, 
my relations, friends, and acquaintance, to 
ſay nothing of others 'ad inſinitum, involved 
in idolatry, by worſhiping him as the ſupreme 
God, who is not _ the condition of a 
creature. b 2 to M1: E094; 

The whole company was wands luck wich 
the manner in which Voluſian ſpoke his feel - 
ings and deep concern, upon his new diſ- 
covery of the deplorable ſtate df the chtiſtian 
world, and their darkneſs with er e 
true e of) ; err w Wt); 

IR 21.103. TRL Jug ond 


bs PHOTAND Sci, 


S269 YO 
When Photinus, addrefling himſelf tohim, 
ſaid; I am not ſurprized, Voluſian, at. the 
great emotion with which you expreſs your- 
ſelf, on the proſpect, that, on the ſudden as 
it were, opens itſelf to you. A pious, feel- 
ing mind cannot be indifferent in ſeeing his 
fellow- creatures inveloped i in ſuperſtition, and 
ignorance 


-- 
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ignoranee of the God that made them, eſpe- 

cially ſuch as are endeared to us by particular 
ties of affection and friendſhip. 

But then, we muſt not ſuffer ourſelves to 

be too much diſquieted at their being involved 
in ſuch unhappy errors, even if it be out of 
our power to remedy them; becauſe they 
may be very innocent in the midſt of them. 
It will be well for you always to remember 
the diſtinction betwixt heathen and chriſtian 
idolatry, which was juſt now noted to you, 
The former is that alone which is mentioned 
in ſcripture, and is ſo ſeverely condemned, 
becauſe it directly led to and licenſed vicious 
and immoral practices. Whereas the idolatry 
of chriſtians in worſhiping Jeſus, the founder 
of their religion, as the ſupreme God, a cor- 
ruption brought in firſt by learned heathen 
converts, although it has been and is pro- 
ductive of numberleſs evil conſequences, does 
not directly lead to any thing wicked. 
And this idolatry of chriſtians now, is an 
error of their education, a wrong bias of the 
underſtanding, not of the heart, and will not 
be imputed to thoſe who enjoy not the means 
of correcting it. 


Bo. * ">> You 
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© You ſhould therefore accuſtom yourſelf to 
look upon the idolatry of your family, friends, 
and acquaintance, as upon any other great 
erfors concerning God, and his righteous 
adminiſtration, with pity and concern; and 
where it is not in your power to rectify them, 
by no means to think they will thereby be 
prevented obtaining the favour of God and 
their ſhare of future bliſs, if their lives have 
been virtuous, and they have ſincerely followed 
their convictions, and the light they have 
received. | 

But how far thoſe are acceptable to God, and 
innocent, who believing Jeſus Chriſt to be a 
creature, do nevertheleſs cuſtomarily join with 
others in the worſhip of him as the ſupreme 
God, is another, and a very ſerious queſtion. 

I think, however, my friend, that as you 
and many others are under ſuch full con- 
victions, that the worſhip of ' Jeſus Chriſt is 
idolatrous, às it truly is, ther& is no reaſon, 
why you ſhould be at all reſerved, on proper 
occaſions, in calling it ſuch. Perpetual filence 
about it would ſee:a to be owing to an illaud- 
able fear, and delicacy, like what the poet 
| alludes to; 


« Nor mention hell to ears \ pulls; * 


6 8 After 


After ſo many ages that chriſtians have 
ſlept in this idolatry, the holding of it up to 
view as ſuch in reality, appears to be the 
only way left of awakening them out of it; 
and of keeping others from falling into the _ 
ſame unhappy flumber, and continuing in it. 
In the mean time, by means of ſuch poly- 
theiſm almoſt univerſally prevailing, undeſerved 
diſgrace and diſcredit is brought upon the 
chriſtian name, as countenancing the worſhip 
of three gods, of whom one had been a dead 
man, which the heathens in feorn upbraided 
us with very early. And thus innumerable 
multitudes are continually turned aſide from 
the goſpel, chuſing rather to fallow nature's 
light; or elſe Jofing themſelves in the mazes 
of a dreary Pyrrhoniſm. 

The moſt orthodox in our own, country, 
have had no ſcruple of terming the worſhip 
of Chriſt idolatrous, if he be a creature. The 
famous Dr. Waterland, in one place ſays; (0 
All creatures whatſoever are effectually pre- 
< cluded from receiving any religious homage 
* and adoration, of any kind or degree ; and 
to worſhip Chriſt, conſidered as a creature, 


(y) Waterland. Def. p. 231, > „ 
G2 is 


1 
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is idolatry.” An eminent diſſenter, on a 
public occaſion, declares; (2) Prayer is one 
© of the principal branches of religious worſhip, 
* which is the peculiar prerogative of the 
© great God: if men therefore make the ob- 
ect of it a creature, then are they guilty of 
© downright idolatry.” ' And this very year, a 
learned man of the church of England, thus 
pronounces ; (a) © If this doctrine of the 
Trinity be falſe, then nine tenths of the 
_ ©'chriſtians, throughout every age and in every 
* country, have been guilty of idolatry ;—of 
* an idolatry, more groſs than that of the 
« Papiſts at preſent, becauſe not merely the 
© worſhip "of ſaints, and of angels, in ſub- 
ordination to God; but the worthip of a 

_ © creature along with the creator, placing him 
* equally with God upon the throne of the 
© univerſe, giving God a partner in his em- 
© pire, and ſo depoſing « God from half his 

© ſovereignty.” 

_ -* This laſt author however, is far from allow- 
| ing nine tenths of the mae throughout 


(s) Ds. Hoghes's Sermons at Salers-Hall Vol. II. 
p. 8. 

() The origin of Arianiſm diſcloſed, p. 47 8. by the 
Rev. Mr. Whitaker. 


I | every 
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every age and in every country, to have been 
guilty of ſuch idolatry. But what he puts only 
hypothetically, is indeed a melancholy truth; 
that there has been, and perhaps is, ſuch a 
large proportion of idolaters among chriſtians 
throughout the world; ſince for fifteen cen- 
turies paſt at leaſt, to the preſent day, the 
chriſtian world (with ſome exceptions, more 
or leſs, in every age) inſtead of worſhiping the 
ſupreme Father and only true God, whom 
the bleſſed Jeſus worſhiped, and taught all to 
worthip, have together and equally with HIM, 
worſhiped. Jeſus himſelf, and another divine 
perſon of their own invention ;. but this laſt, 
called the holy ghoſt, or holy ſpirit, begins 
now to be given up by not a few; to ſay no- 
thing of the idolatrous worſhip of ſaints, or 
dead men and women, without end. 

But we have now a proſpect of better days 
of light, and of the knowlege of God, and of 
his true worſhip, from various cauſes, and par- 
ticularly from the happy diſpoſition in the na- 
tion, to put it in the power of all our fellow- 
creatures and countrymen, in the very loweſt 
ranks, to read the ſcriptures for themſelves. 
And, no capital error, of heathen or chriſtian 
5 growth, can long ſtand before the bible. 

G 3 $SYNESIUS. 
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$SYNESIUS, 
Well, gentlemen, here pleaſantly interpoſed 
Syneſius; I have fat more patiently than I 


thought I ever could have done, to hear this 


charge made out againſt us all, of being ido- 
laters ; and not only us of the church of Eng- 
land, but againſt all the great chutohes in the 
world, and of courſe the bulk of profeſſing 
- chriſtians in them. We are obliged to Pho- 
tinus, however, for the ſweet which he has 
mixed with his bitter potion, by telling us, 
that our idolatry, G long as it is a mere error, 
and we have not the opportunity of knowing 
better, will not of Kfelf unfit vs for heaven's 
bliſs. 

- But ber is next to be done for I am ap- 
, any Voluſith will not reſt here. | 


VOLUGIAN. | 12> 


You rightly judge of me, replies Veluban, 
"Tcannot remain as I am. But J ſhould be ſotry 
to trouble you or the reſt of myfriends, on the 
ſubjectany longer at preſent. It has been grow- 
ing too'ferions and intereſting of ſome time, 
not to call for a little reſpite and relief, to you, 
my leutz, at Kalt, nr thing, Newever, 


* ih. Mis ] % 
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I think myſelf bound in all fairneſs to own, 
before we part. 

I begin to be afraid, that my reluctance to 
allow the worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt to be called 


idolatrous, after I was convinced from ſcrip- 


ture, that he was merely a creature of God, 
had too much of worldly prudence and caution 
in it; though not diſtinctly perceived by 
myſelf. 

I ſeem to have been withheld by a ſecret 
thought and apprehenſion of not being able 
to join any longer in the public eſtabliſhed 


Worſhip, with my relations and friends, as T had 


been accuſtomed all my life, but being obliged 
intirely to withdraw from it. This certainly 


now appears to be the unavoidable conſequence 


of looking upon the ſervice of the church as 
idolatrous; and opens to me a proſpect full 
of difficulties and embarraſſment. 

But let us walk out, and enjoy the ſun's 
reviving beams, which will — to diſpel 
uneaſy thoughts, and inſpire with Haw" and 


chearing ideas, 


Ox. PHOTINUS 
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PHOTINUS' TO VICTORIN; 


| Reporting the ſequel of a converſation, from 
which Volufian perceives, that he cannot by 
any plea reconcile himſeh to frequent the 


* worſhip of the church of England weht he 
books upon it to be rdolatrous. £ 


"HE foregoing day's e ee had left 
not only Voluſian, but others of the com- 
pany, in ſolicitude and ſuſpenſe, about a mat- 
ter, in which the preſent peace of their minds 
was much concerned. After the interval of 
a few days, when they were all collected to- 
gether as uſual, and amuſing themſelves in 
the library, according to their different taſtes, 
Voluſian, after ſome little preface, ot an 
opportunity of ſaying ; ' 


St FOURTH DAY. 


'VOLUS IAN. 


I nor I ſhall be excuſed in being i impor- 
tunate with you, my friends, ſo ſoon to re- 
| ſume 
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ſume the very grave ſubje&, which has lately 
engaged your attention. But really it has 
Jain upon my mind ſo much, that I have not 
been able to turn myſelf to any thing elle ; 
nor ſhall I be at reſt till I come to a ſatisfactory 
decifion upon it. You will eaſily recollect, 
that the inquiry was, how a perſon ſhould 
act, as in my caſe, upon diſcovering, that 
the eſtabliſhed worſhip of the country, in 
which he was bred, and to which he had 
been accuſtomed, was, in his apprehenſion, 
idolatrous : whether he ſhould refrain intirely 
from ſuch worſhip, or what other method he 
ſhould adopt. 

Upon this Syneſius immediately roſe up, 


and told them, that the ſubject had occupied 


much of his thoughts, ſince they laſt diſ- 
courſed upon it, and he hoped that he had 
fallen upon an expedient that would unn 
them all. 


SYNESIUS, 


Ix pro, my good friends, continues he, 

I would not have you perplex yourſelves any 

more about the public worſhip of the Almighty 

Being; which it would be better to abandon 
intirely. 

; | All 


90 0 CHRISTIAN 


All right worſhip is in the heart within. 
There the Great God can alone be properly 
reverenced and adored. | True piety is a per- 
ſonal thing, with which others have nothing 
to do. It loſes its value intirely, when ex- 
erciſed with a view to others: it is diminiſhed 
by being known to them. It takes its riſe 
in the heart, from a deep- felt ſenſe of the 
Divine Being, of his conſtant preſence with, 
and goodneſs, to us; prompting. us to offer 
him our unceaſing thanks, and humbly. to 
deſire of him help and direction to avoid the 
paths of cvil, and follow virtue, that we may 
ſecure his protection and favour: all which 
is private, and concerns the individual only. 

The moment you mix together with others 
in the worſhip of God, you are in danger of 
being miſled by a thouſand fancies, and idle 
ſuperſtitious forms and practices; and the 
meritorious repetition of certain words, like 
ſo many charms, which have been made a 
ſubſtitute for real holineſs and virtue. Whereas 
po ſuch corruptions can take place, if a man 
has to do only with God and his own ne 
in private. „ Ko een Dette 
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4-127 959 eros. 

'W+41itsT the company were pauſing, and 
quite ſurpriaed at this unexpected cenſure and 
condemnation of the public worſhip of the 
creator, Photinus, addreſſing himſelf to Sy- 
neſius; Your obſervations, ſays he, Syneſius, 
on the ſeat of true piety, and its nature, ſhew 
that you entertain a very juſt ſenſe of it: but 
ſurely your view of the ſubject myſt have 

been very contrafted, not to fee, that the 
worthip of God in public, is ſo far from being 
detrimental to genuine devotion, that it tends 
to excite and promote it, in various ways; 
-particularly from the affecting fituation of 
ourſelves and fellow- creatures, before our 
common creator and heavenly parent, n 
der „ 114) 2 

But i is very ſtrange, that a moſt hs 
and powerful confideration and argument 
ſhould haye eſcaped you, which overturns all 
your concluſions ; namely, that the public 
worſhip of God is in itſelf a duty of rational, 
ſocial beings, independent of all external com- 
mand. For wherever a God is recognized, a 
firſt cauſe, and author of all things, a com- 

mon univerſal parent, preſer ver and benefactor, 
1,142) | . 
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on whoſe bounty all equally depend, every 
moment, for life and every thing, there it is 
natural for creatures to unite ſometimes in 
praiſes and thankſgivings to their common 
protector, to keep up a ſenſe of his conſtant 
goodneſs, and of their obligations and com- 
mon relation to him: And this has been, 
more or leſs, the ſentiment and uniform 
practice of all mankind, who have been in 
any degree cultivated, in all ages. 

Were all men of themſelves diſpoſed to 
piety and virtue, there might be more to ſay, 
Syneſius, for the ſolitary, in ward devotion of 
the heart, which you alone recommend. But 
this is very far from being the fact. Not only 
thoſe countleſs multitudes of our ſpecies, who 
are engaged from morning to night in urgent 
labours for the ſupport of life; and thoſe 
others, not few in number, who being exempt 
from the neceſſity of bodily toil, have their 
minds far more diflipated and vacant, of all 
good; have great necd of being reminded of 
and put upon acknowleging the Being that 
made them: but the learned and the philo- 
ſopher have occaſion alſo, ſor the helps and 
admonitions ta the thought and reverence of 
| God, 
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God, which are furniſhed by a frequent peri- 
odical call to his public worſhip. 

By this weare all happily drawn away from 
a too eager purſuit of worldly things, and 
awakened to attend to that kind inviſible 
Being, whoſe goodneſs ſurrounds us con- 
tinually, and to ſerious recollection how we 
may render ourſelves acceptable to him. And 
it has been remarked, that they who are not 
accuſtomed thus to worſhip God in public, 
are ſeldom found to think of him in private, 

or to render him any homage at all. 

Gd is therefore publicly to be worſhiped : 
to declare to the world our reverence, eſteem, 
and gratitude moſt due to him; to keep up 


the knowlege of him in ourſelves and others, 


and to cheriſh in our breaſts that attention to 
him, which is neceſſary for our preſent right 
conduct and comfort, and to quality us for his 
favour hereafter. 

If you neglect this duty, you go out of the 
world, without bearing your proper teſtimony 
to him who made it, and placed you in it; 
vou omit and loſe an opportunity of thereby 

benefiting your fellow-creatures' by your ex- 
_ ample, in a matter of the utmoſt conſequence 
| | 9 
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to them; an opportunity of ſerving them, for 
the omiſſion of which you may have cauſe of 

moſt laſting regret in a future world. 
Forgive me ſaying, that the public wadkia 
of the benevolent author of our beings, and 
giver of all good, is a thing {a reaſonable 
and ſelf-evident, ſo ſatisfactory, and:-beneficial 
in ſo many views, that one knows not bow to 
argue with one that does not acknowlege it. 
do not know but it is as natural for ſocial 
intelligent beings, at proper ſeaſons, ta ſeek 
to unite with each other in prayer and giving 
thanks to the common creator, as to worſhip 
him alone in private. It is on theſe accounts 
perhaps, that we find no particular injunctions 
concerning it in the earlieſt times, in aur 
ſacred books; it being preſumed to be a dic+ 
tate of reaſon, | God's natural light given to 
all, and which all would attend to according 
to their abilities and opportunitie. 
When in proceſs of time, one nation Was 
to be ſeparated from the reſt, and put under 
a peculiar divine protection, we ſind a public 
worſhip of the ereator appointed by an expreſs 
divine command, and a particular day ſet 
apart for it every week. But Moſes, and the 
tollowing hiſtorians, and prophets, did not 
| 2 
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think it neceſſary to give any accounts, except 
on ſpecial occaſions, of their obſervance of 
this divine command, or of their public de- 
votions on their ſabbaths. f 
If any ſhould object, that our Saviour nevet 
gave any ſpecial command concerning publie 
worſhip, and that this implied, that it was 
not needful to be attended to by his followers; 


it ſhould be confidered, that it would have 


been a thing quite ſuperfluous for him to have 
made any injunctions concerning it, when he 
found his countrymen remarkably punctual 
and exact in their obſervance of the divine 
command given them by Moſes, in this re- 
ſpect; to which he himſelf alſo very regularly 
' conformed. 

With regard to their ungen worſhip, 
which we are told he never failed to attend 
every ſabbath, although we have no particular 
deſcription how it was carried on at that time, 
there is ground to conclude that public prayer 
made a part of it, as well as the reading 
and expounding of the ſcriptures. This we 
may even gather from the narrative that Juſtin 
Martyr gives of the chriſtians' method of 
worſhip, on the weekly day ſet apart for it 
; mn 
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their worſhip in their religious aſſemblies, in (a) 
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in his time, ſo near that of the apoſtles ; 
which was in all probability the very method 
uſed by them, and copied from that of the 
jewiſh ſynagogue ; and which is not very 


different from that which is at preſent uſed 


in the church of England. 
Indeed, the holy Jeſus appears to have 
emitted no opportunity of ſhewing his appro- 


bation of the public ſocial worſhip of God ; 


and his inſtitution of his ſupper, as a religious 


, ordinance, is an expreſs appointment for it, to 


thoſe who are perſuaded, that it was intended 


to be of perpetual uſe to his followers. 


The practice alſo of his apoſtles On all 


. thecountenance that could be expected, to the 


public ſocial worſhip of chriſtians, in the ſhort 
hiſtory, which we have of them, in the Acts, 


and in their epiſtles. St. Paul very particularly 


informs us, that public prayer made a part of 


one 


(a) 1 Cor. xiv. 15, 16, 17. "What is it then? I will 
pray with the ſpirit, I will pray with the underflanding alſe : 
1 will fing with the ſpirit, and I will ſing with the under- 
landing alſo. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the ſpirit, how 
Hall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned, ſay Amen at 
thy giving of 0 b ſteing he underflandeth not what theu 
Joh? 
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one place, where he gives directions to the 
chriſtians of Corinth, concerning their ma- 
nagement of the gifts of extraordinary powers, 
which the Almighty beſtowed upon them i in 
that firſt age, that of prayer, in particular, to 
enable them, ignorant and inexperienced as 
they were, to carry on with effect their public 
worflup,: and the inſtruction f one another 
in the truths of the goſpel. There are few 
facts, I confeſs,. that ſeem to be bettet eſta- 
bliſhed, than chat it was the mind of Chriſt, 
that his followers ſhould unite in ſocial e- 
ligious worſhip, And we are not, Syheſius, 
ie be diverted.from ſo. important a duty, by 
the abuſes made of it, but e to cot- 
wee eee eee. BD, 


ſay 2255 Fir "thou veriy ＋ „ thanks well, But the le is 
| I Which may be thus expreſſed in different 
„ The ſum then is this. All public prayers, 
bem wg and divine hymng, compaſed: by. inſpiration, 
ought to. be performed i in a language known, or inter- 
| preted to the congregation : Becauſe otherwiſe, whatever 
petitions or - thankſgivings any inſpired man may, offer up 
to God, the people that know nothing of the language 
be ſpeaks in, can never join with him in them. The man 
may pray very well as to himſelf; but the . is 
N ane Ne. Weh 
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SYNESIUS, 

_ I FRANKLY. own, replied Syneſius, that 
you have brought together more evidence and 
authority, for it being the will of the Divine 
Being, that mankind ſhould aſſemble together 
for his public worſhip, both from nature's 
light. and revelation, than I had any notion 
of. And I willingly concede to you, how- 
ever remiſa my on practice has been, that 
it highly becomes us to join our fellow- 
creatures in ſuch acts of homage and adoration 
of our common creator, as beſpęak our ſenſe 
of his divine perfections, and thankfulneſs far 
his continual goodneſs to us, thereby to fortify 
_theſe juſt and right ſentiments-towards him in 
_ ourſelves, and to excite and. ſtrengthen them 


in others. But then, you will allow me to 
ſay, that this duty may be fulfilled, where 
| theſe things are underſtood and declared in 
general terms, though you may not always 
approve of the particular manner of expreſſion, 
or of all the modes of addreſs to the deity 
which are uſed. You may fatisfy yourſelf in 
- uniting with ſuch worſhipers, out of the 
general principle of doing homage to the 
creator, and encouraging the ſame diſpoſition 
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in others. And I conceive, that it is on 
theſe principles, and with thefe views, that 
you may make yourſelf quite eaſy, Voluſian, 
in continuing a member of the church of 
England, and joining with your friends in her 
worſhip, even if it were more exceptionable 
and obnoxious than you deem it to be. 
Perfection, added Syneſius, is not to be 
expected in any thing of man's compoſition. 
Where a public eſtabliſhment of religion pro- 
motes piety and a good life, we ſhould not be 
too nioe in criticiſing particular parts and ex- 
preſſions. If there be any thing, which you 
cannot conſcientiouſly join in and repeat, you 
have only to adopt what you like, and paſs 
over the reſt, leaving it to thoſe who are 
edified by it. For you are ſenſihle, that they 
who approve the whole, ſincerely intend to 
worſhip Ged as well as you, though. the ſen- 
timents and expreſſions, which are accommo- 
dated to their n ene are not wholly 


; en by Jus. 
: PHOTINUS. 


Turns i is a great appearance of vor in 


your remarks, replied Photinus immediately ; 
. H 2 but 
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but we ſhould take care that our defire to 
think well of others, and to have them think 
well of us, does not lead us to undue. com- 
pliances in religion, and beyond our own ſenſe 
of things. In leſſer matters, wherein we 


differ, which have no immoral conſequences, 


it would be peeviſh and hypercritical, to refuſe 
to unite with others in their publie devotions. 

But with reſpect to the object of - worſhip, 
there ſeems to be no latitude. - I cannot better 


expreſs my ſenſe of the matter, than in the 


words of a dignitary of the church, who for 


his valuable writings and excellent gg 


"merits the higheſt dignities in it. 


“ Indeed,” ſays my author, as L well re- 
member the few ftrong words he uſes upon 


the occaſion ; where (3) one man thinks it 
his duty conſtantly to worſhip a Being, whom 
another cannot, with the aſſent of his con- 


ſcience, permit himſelf to worſhip at all, 


there ſeems to be no place for comprehenſion, 


SV 


or any expedient left but a quiet ſeceſſion. 
All other diffetences may be compromiſed by 


. — 1 
(8) 1 8 Prinpes of en and political philoſophy, 
66, 67. 
NY Nothing 


Vol. 
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Nothing can be more plain and expreſs 
than the command of the Almighty, as we 
all ſeemed to agree the other day, upon this 
point: Thou ſhalt have none other gods 
but me.” It is difficult to conceive how they 
who reſpect this command, can allow them- 
ſelves to worſhip any other than the ſingle 
perſon of Jehovah, the maker of heaven and 
earth, who ſpeaks and gives it. And the 

ſame remark may be made on that declaration 
of our Saviour himſelf, where, citing ſome 
other words of Moſes, he ſays; © Thou 
ſhalt worſhip. the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve.” After ſuch a decla- 
ration, with what face can any one, who pays 
any regard to the words of Chriſt, worſhip 
him as God? And it deſerves the ſerious con- 
ſideration of many chriſtians, whether, to 
accord with their practice, as an eminent and 
grave writer remarks, inſtead of, © Thou 
ſhalt have no other gods but me; the firſt 
commandment ſhould not have been, © Thou 
ſhalt have na other gods but us three, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt.” 
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SYNESIUS, 

Hers Syneſius called out to Photinus; 1 
am afraid, my friend, I cannot in return com- 
pliment you upon your candour: for it is too 
plain that your aim is to depreciate our ex- 
cellent liturgy, and repreſent thoſe who give 
a preference to it, as perſons void of common 


Tenſe. But your cenſures are haſty and un- 


digeſted, What, if in one or two inſtances, 
prayer be addreſſed to Jeſus Chriſt as God, 
every one muſt ſee, that the general turn of 
the prayers is to God, the Father, through 
the one mediator, \Jefus Chriſt : and accord- 


ing to all fair and equitable interpretation, the 


few exceptions are to be conſtrued and ex- 


plained wy the n tenor of the worſhip, 


PHOTINUS, 


To this Photinus replied ; I hope, my 
friend, that I am far from caſting any cenſure 
on thoſe who intirely approve, in all things, 
the liturgy of the eſtabliſhed church. May 
that eaſe and freedom which they enjoy in 
worſhiping God according to their conſciences, 
be continued to them undiſturbed ! 
SERENE 1 . But 
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But then, let others, who are ſtruck with 
the wrongneſs of that worſhip, as being un- 
ſcriptural and idolatrous, enjoyalſo their liberty 
in declaring their opinions, and in warning 
their friends to keep out of ſuch great errors. 
It would be well, Syneſius, if it could be 
as truly ſaid, as I doubt not it is ſincerely in- 
tended by you, that there are only one or two 
places in the church-liturgy, where any other 
God, but the ſupreme Father, is addreſſed 
in prayer. You muſt certainly have refrained 
too long from the public worſhip, as you 
confeſs of your own accord, or you could not 
have made this remark. | 
TI efteem the liturgy of the church of 
England a moſt excellent form of public 
prayer, uniting a ſublime and affecting ſim- 
plicity with the true ſpirit of devotion. And 
T even look upon that part of it, called the 
litany, in its frame and deſign, as conſtituting 
a beautiful variety in this worſhip. But then, 
in this litany, which is ordered to be read 
every. Wedneſday, and Friday, and every Sun- 
day morning throughout the year, there is 
ſuch a variety of beings addreſſed throughout, 
ſo utterly inconſiſtent with, and contradictory 
H 4 to, 
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to, the firſt commandment of Almighty God, 
that I do not ſee how the art of man can 
prove it not to be a breach and violation of 
that commandment; and every one muſt judge 
for himſelf, whether this be not idolatry. 

In the firſt invocation, how ſimple is the 
- whole! how right and proper | O God, 

the Father of heaven, have mercy * us, 
miſerable ſinners.” 

But then, . where do you Gnd 1 in the 8 
tures any two other gods, put upon a level 
with the one ſupreme, as in that which im- 
mediately follows ? 
O God the Son, redeemer of the SY 
have mercy upon us, miſerable ſinners. 

O God the holy ghoſt, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, have mercy upon us, 


miſerable ſinners.” 


Then again, all the three 3 * are 
invoked together, and are called by one name, 
as if calling them ſa, made them one God. 
0 holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, 

three perſons and one God, have N * 
us, miſerable ſinners. 

| Next follows, hae i is ſtill more Ifulting 

to the rational and pious mind, that attends 


to 
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to the words of Moſes, or the directions of 
the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf, concerning the object 
of divine worſhip. For that meek and humble 
Saviour, who was ſo far from claiming any 
honour from men, much, leſs divine honours, 
is himſelf addreſſed, throughout the remainder 
of the litany, as the ſupreme God ; and ſtrange 
to ſay; at the very entrance, you are put 
upon telling the God you worſhip, that he 
was born, that he was circumciſed as a jew, 
that he ſweated blood, and that he died. 
Cuſtom only, from early youth, could recon- 
cile any to uſe ſuch groſs degrading language, 
to fay nothing more, to the being they adore, 
as the ſupreme God. 
Nov contraſt this complex, ſtrange wor- 
| ſhip, with that which the holy Jeſus uſed 
himſelf, and injoined us to uſe. When ye 
pray, ſay; Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy reign come, as 
Dr. Campbell has well rendred it; thy will 
be done on earth as in heaven, &c. 
I)he like ſimplicity of addreſs is obſervable 
in the few inſtances of his own prayers, which 
have been preſeryed. I thank thee, o Fa- 
ther, ſays he in one place, Lord of heaven 
| and 


106 ON CHRISTIAN . 


and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 
them unto babes. Even ſo, Father; for ſo 
nere JO thy fight.” 


As the ſubject is fo important, I hope, I 
ſhall be excuſed, my friends, in laying before 
you an argument againſt the worſhip of Chriſt, 
furniſhed by ſome words-of his own, which 
have not obſerved to have been inſiſted upon 
by any one; and which, if I miſtake not, 
will be of uſe to confute ſome pretences for 
making him to be God, and worſhiping him, 
that impoſe upon the unlearned, and have 
more weight than they ought to have with 
ny worthy perſons. 

They are almoſt the very laſt words of his, 


| akin are recorded; when, after commiſſion- 
ing his diſciples to go and carry the goſpel to 


all nations, he adds; teaching them to ob- 


ſerve all things, whatſoever I have com- 
manded you.” 


If then, to apply this to our bb caſe, 
I want to be reſolved on this great point, who 


is the God I am to worſhip, and to whom'I 
as ate I amt to examine what 


account 
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account the evangeliſts and apoſtles give of 
the matter, and of the directions of their 
great maſter concerning it. Do they tell us 
that Jeſus at any time gave orders for any new 
god to be worſhiped, himſelf or the holy 
ghoſt, different from what the jews had been 
accuſtomed to worſhip before? Nofuch thing 
can be found, nor is even pretended ;. but in- 
ferences have been made, and conclufions 
drawn, from certain words uttered by Chriſt, 
or by his apoſtles concerning him, that he 
was God, and to be worſhiped ; and fo con- 
cerning the holy ghoſt, or holy ſpirit being 
equally God, and to be worſhiped. As if fo 
momentous a point, which regards the very 

Being we are to worſhip, and the introduction 
of two new gods, additional to Jehovah, the 
ſupreme Father, were a matter to be left to 
doubtful and precarious inferences, and not 

made the ſubje& of an expreſs and pofitive 
command, which could not be miſunderſtood 
by the meaneſt capacity; and which the di- 
reCtions of Chriſt here authorize us to expect. 
To apply this in another caſe, + 
The early fathers, or firſt chriſtian writers, 
are ſuppoſed by ſome to have taught that Jeſus 
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was God, and to be worſhiped; or, that they 
ſpoke of him, in ſuch terms, as in his 
deity and worſhip. 

If we grant this, which 1 may be 
juſtly queſtioned, and is denied, with reſpect 
to the very earlieſt of theſe fathers; are we 
to go to them to learn who Chriſt was; to 
men, who notoriouſly from the very firſt cor- 
rupted the goſpel with heathen mixtures? 
No: our Saviour here tells us, that we are 
to be governed only by what he himſelf taught, 
and commanded. And his apoſtles mention 
no ſuch command being delivered by their 
maſter, of conſidering him as God, and wor- 
ſhiping him; but the contrary. | 
To give one more inſtance of the uſefulneſs 
of our divine maſter's directions in this reſpect, 
Great ſtreſs is laid upon the examination af 
ſome chriſtians before Pliny the younger, the 
heathen; governor of Bithynia, who made con- 
feſſion before him; that they were (c) want 
to meet together before day, and ng NE 
to Chriſt, as to a God.” 


2 

(e) —quod eſſent ſoliti ſtato die ante lucem convenire, 
N den Chriſto ann dicere ſecum invicem. 

i Pl. Ep. p. 724+ 

| | = This 
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This might mean only the ſinging hymns 
in honour of Chriſt, which Pliny might take, 
according to his heathen notions, to be the 
conſidering of him as a God, like the human 
gods that he himſelf worſhiped. 

But underſtand it as you will; can this be 
an authority for worſhiping Chriſt as God, 
when the apoſtles of Chriſt are not only ſilent 
about any ſuch command being given by him ; 
but teach; that the Father only i is God, and 


„ 


1 mud beg your e in nin 
aaa thought, which occurs to me on this 


matter, proceeds Photinus, as it may well put 
us all upon better conſidering the grounds of 
our devotional eee than we are wont 
to do. 
Should our Lord, at the laſt * enter into 
any remonſtrance with thoſe who deified and 
: worſhiped him in their life-time, it might 
perhaps be in ſome ſuch form as this: 5 Miſ- 
taken men, how came ye to take me to be 
God, and to worſhip, and pray to me? Had 
this been right in any manner whatſoever, 
* I ſhould have told it you directly, 
and 
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and not have left a thing of ſuch infinite con- 
fequence in the leaſt uncertainty. Myapoſtles, 
who were beſt acquainted with me, and with 
what I taught, have never recorded, that I de- 
clared myſelf God; but that I always ſpoke 
of myſelf as a creature af God, _ — 


— — — _- : N 25. 


„What if I ſaid, in one My that all 
men ſhould honour me as they honoured: the 
Father? I in the very fame breath ſpoke of 


"myſelf as ſent by him, and therefore could 


* 


claim no other honour but the reſpe& and 


ener due to a meſſenger of God. 


„If I faid; all power is given unto me 
in heaven and earth? By faying it was given, 
I ſhewed from whom I was to receive it, and 
upon whom I was to depend for it; and 
therefore was 1 1 — _ on that 


iT, 


"account. . UO 


If my apoſtle Pail, citing 4 ee 
as ſpeaking of me, introduced theſe words; 


Let all the angels of God worſhip him. He, 
or the prophet who firſt uſed the words, could 


intend only ſuch worſhip as was due to one 


e dene of God. go fowl 


: 4 p Re 
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vous fAN. 
HR Voluſian interrupted: Photinus, ap- 


parently much agitated, having been extremely 


attentive, but never ſpoken during this day's 
conference: It is enough, cries he to Pho- 
tinus, you need not go any farther. The 
evidence. is ſo ſtrong afforded by the holy 
Jeſus himſelf, the arguments ſo convincing, 
that men have only to open their eyes to ſee 
the deplorable ſtate of the whole chriſtian 
world, at the end of the 18th century; in 
wor ſhiping him, the creature equally with the 
creator, who is God alone bleſſed for ever. 


1:am however highly obliged to Syneſius, 


whether he intended it in kindneſs to me, or 
for his on ſatisfaction, for producing the 
moſt powerful arguments the caſe would 
allow, to reconcile perſons to remain members 
of the eſtabliſhed church, whatever be their 
objections to its doctrines and worſhip- For 
the frank and good-tempered inquiry and diſ- 
cuſſion, to which his arguments have given 
riſe, hath convinced me, if I was not ſuffi- 
ciently convinced before, that I can no longer, 
with a quiet mind, continue to frequent the 
. worſhip of the church of England, to which 
I have 
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I have hitherto all my life belonged. I cannot 
ſay, or ſeem to ſay one thing with my mouth, 
to the: all-ſceing God, reſpecting himſelf, 
whilſt my heart and better knowlege mean 
another. I cannot invoke God the Son, and 


God the holy ghoſt, as each of them Gods, 
while I believe. them no gods at all, but the 


Father to be the only true God, in the ex- 


preſs; language and declaration of Jeſus him- 
ſelf. But I am at a loſs what to do: and if 
the public worſhip of Almighty God be a 


duty, of which I have no doubt, what me- 


thods to take, or where to turn myſelf. 
The hour, however, reminds me of re- 


leaſing my friends from a converſation, which, 


though kindly intended towards me, muſt be 
anxious and troubleſome to them. But I 


hope, that by their aſſiſtance, for one day 


more, the dark clouds that hang over my mind 
will diſperſe, and day- light and peace appear. 


; * 2 
* M«-\ * 9 1 . i 7 * 6 , 3 
' . # , a 
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PHOTINUS TO VICTORIN; 


| Reporting the concluſion of a converſation, from 

which Voluſian percerves, how eaſily, and with 

what honour and credit, the ſervice of the 

church of England may be reformed, with 

reſbect to the object of divine worſhip, in 
_ which it is now ſadly erroneous. 


AM glad that you are pleaſed with the 

character which I gave, in anſwer to your 
inquiry, of Photinus, Biſhop of Sirmium, in 
the fourth century; and with the ſhort ac- 
count that came along with it, of unitarian 
chriſtians before, and after his time. 


Of the cauleof the But you are diſturbed at _ 


the goſpel inmakin thou ght of the doctrine of more 
Gele loa the rea divine perſons, more gods, than 
288 one, making its appearance ſo 
very early in the chriſtian church, being ſo 
directly contrary, as you are perſuaded, to the 
teachings of Moſes, and of Jeſus Chriſt: And 
you with I would in a few words tell you how 


l to 
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to reply to thoſe, who maintain, that what 
was of ſuch antiquity, and ſo generally re- 
ceived, and has laſted ſo long, being at pre- 
ſent the doctrine of the whole chriſtian world, 
muſt have been true, and have come from 
the apoſtles themſelves. 

_ Unqueſtionably, all this appears very ſpe- 


cious and impoſing ; and it is not ſurprizing, 


that thoſe, who are little acquainted with the 
hiſtory of the early chriſtians, are dazzled by 
it: but the following ſtatement of facts, 
which may be depended upon, will very eaſily 
ſhew, that it is fallacious and groundleſs, For 
it is, in the firſt place, far from being exact, 
to fay, that the doctrine of more divine per- 
ſons, more gods than one, was embraced by 
any chriſtians, in the time of the apoſtles. 
The defection was gradual. The firſt fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, were all jews, viz. the 
apoſtles, with others mentioned in the New 
Teſtament ; who adhered ſtrictly to the wor- 
mip of the God of their fathers, the God 


who made- the world, and all things in it; 


honouring Jeſus Chriſt, who was born among 
them, as his extraordinary prophet and meſ- 
ſenger, eſpecially promiſed to their nation ; 

1 but 
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but who was alſo to be the Saviour and divine 
inſtructor of all mankind; and who, after a 
life of labour, and painful exertion to bring 
men to virtue and immortal happineſs, con- 
firmed the truth of his divine miſſion, by 
yielding himſelf up to the torturing and in- 
famous death of the croſs, rather than ſave 
his life by denying it. 


But the falſe philoſophy of fome learned 


men, who embraced chriſtianity in the time 


of the apoſtles, would not ſuffer them to ad- 


mit ſuch a degtading idea of the divine head 
of their new religion, that he ſhould have 
been thus expoſed to pain and death; although 
it be a circumſtance that continually preſents 
itſelf in the hiſtory of the evangeliſts. Thinking 
theſe laſt to be unlearned men, they probably 
made light of their teſtimony on this point, 
and ſcrupled not to add, of their own autho- 


rity, that Chriſt had exiſted, how long they 


did not define, before he came upon earth ; 
aſſerting alſo at the ſame time, that he had 
only the appearance of a man, liable to ſuffer- 
ings and death; but was not fo in reality. 
There is ſcarce a fact in all antiquity, better 
atteſted, than that there were chriſtians of this 

| I 2 caſt 
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| 
| 
[ 98 3 . „ . 
| i caſt, in the apoſtles' days, and that St. John 
| 


| | wrote againſt them, in his epiſtles. Moſt 
| = probably his arguments, from his own per- 
; | ſonal knowlege, and his warm reproofs, put 
concerning Chriſt : for we hear little more 


of them afterwards. Theſe were, . however, 
immediately ſucceeded by other philoſophic 
i cChriſtians; one of whom, Juſtin the martyr, 
Witt as he was called, who almoſt touched upon 
the times of the apoſtle John, brought in his 
Y 1 doctrine of Platoniſm, and grafted it upon the 
il 3 goſpel, boldly aſſerting, that Chriſt was an 
['* 
4 


| | an end to them, and their unſupported fancies 
If 

| 

| 


il inferior god, ſuch as was taught by Plato's 
Wil philoſophy, ſubordinate to the ſupreme Being ; 
| and this he imagined he found alſo in the 

| Bible, and uſed ſeveral of the arguments for 

| it, the futility of which Voluſian fo well ex- 
poſed, in our ſecond day's converſation, which 
you have received. And from the time of 

- Juſtin, to the preſent hour, thoſe who have 
ſtood up for the preexiſtence, or the divinity 
of Jeſus Chriſt, have done little. elſe but 
copy after, and retail the arguments of this 
truly pioug, but much miſtaken ancient. 


I hall 
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I ſhall paſs over in filence the complicated 
idolatry, into which the whole chriſtian world 
fell by degrees after this, and in which it re- 
mained overwhelmed and buried for many 
long ages, till the reformation. 

At that memorable period, the idolatrous 
worſhip of images and ſaints, which had laſted 
ſo long, was aboliſhed by the generality of 
proteſtants, who ſeparated from the church 
of Rome. Unfortunately, however, the prin- 
cipal reformers in different countries, Luther, 
Melancthon, Zuinglius, Calvin, and the eng- 
liſh' and ſcotch divines, did not ſuffer them- 
| ſelves to inquire, whether there were not alſo 
other falſe objects of worſhip retained by 
them, equally prohibited by the divine com- 
mand ; but, without examination, acquieſced 
in the doctrine of the trinity, as if it had: 
immediately come down to them from heaven, 
inſtead of being fabricated, as it truly was, 
by early heathen. chriſtians, and ſchoolmen; 
and formed their new articles and confeſſions 
of faith upon it. It ſtill continued to be a 
crime of the deepeſt dye, to call it in queſtion, 
and they who perſiſted in denying Jeſus, and 
the holy ghoſt to be gods equal to the Father, 

I 3 were 
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were not ſuffered to live, but puniſhed with 
the moſt dreadful deaths, | 

But many of lower rank, and of good ſenſe, 
being now at liberty to read the ſcriptures, 
which they are recorded to have turned them- 
ſelves to with uncommon eagerneſs and de- 
light, and finding no trinity there, and that 
the holy Jeſus was not God, or to be wor- 
l ſhiped, but the Father only ; they had the 
noble zeal and courage publicly to declare and 
inculcate this great truth, in various. coun- 
tries, and particularly in our own ; for which 
they were, without mercy, burnt alive. And 
we gather from that honeſt hiſtorian, (o) 
Strype, that this extreme ſeverity probably 
put a ſtop to the progreſs of this dodrine, 
which was ſpreading rapidly at that fins, en 
the year 1599. 


(e) “ Hianiſm now dene itſelf fo 3 and was 
in ſuch danger of ſpreading farther, that it was thought 
neceſſary ta ſuppreſs it, by uſing more rugged methods 
than ſeemed agreeable to the megciful principles of the 

ars of the goſpel.” 
Strype's Eccleſiaſtical Memoirs, Vol. II. p. 214. 

Arianiſm was then a general name for Feery opinion 


thay oppoſed 1 the r of 1 
Proteſtants 
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Proteſtants now, like the papiſts, perſe- 
euted thoſe who could not believe Chriſt to be 
God, with unrelenting cruelty. Queen Eli- 
zabeth, to her everlaſting diſgrace, lighted 
again the fires in Smithfield, to burn ſome 
unhappy perſons, Who, among other opinions, 
did not allow Jeſus to be the ſupreme God. 
Better could not be expected from her narrow- 
minded ſucceſſor, who cauſed Edward Wight- 
man, of Burton upon Trent, to be burnt 
alive at Coventry, and (p) Bartholomew Le- 
| | | 278 Aut 

(2) The reader will perhaps be curious to ſee the form 


of the king's warrant for burning Legatt: the latter part 


of which is as follows : 

« Whereas the Holy Mother Church hath not further 
to do and to proſecute on this part; the ſame reverend 
Father hath left the aforeſaid Bartholomew Legatt as a 
dlaſphemous Heretick to our ſecular power, to be puniſhed 
with condign puniſhment, as by the Letters Patent of the 
fame reverend Father in Chriſt the Biſhop of London in 
this behalf above made, hath been certified unto us in our 
Chancery. We therefore, as a zealot of Juſtice, and a 
Defender of the Catholick Faith, and willing to maintain 
and defend the Holy Church, and the Rights and Liberties 
of the ſame, and the Catholick Faith: And ſuch Hereſies 
and Errors every where whit in us lieth, to root out and 
extirpate, and to puniſh with condign puniſhment ſuch 
FHergpacks ſo convicted, and deeming that fuch an Heretick 
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gatt in Weſt-Smithfield ; both of them ſtrict 

unitarians. + The wickedneſs that was ſup- 
poſed to be in his opinions, was all that was 
alleged againſt the former : the latter is men- 


I20 


tioned by his adverſaries, as pious, learned, 


and in all reſpects an excellent character. 
In the next reign, the ſame opinions were 


adopted, purely from reading the Bible, by 


Mr. John Biddle, the Socinian, as he is com- 
monly ſtiled, by way of reproach. For avow- 
ing theſe, and particularly for denying Jeſus 
to be the moſt high God, he was accuſed, 
and adjudged to be burnt alive, by the Preſby- 


terian party; but Cromwell, who better 


in form aforeſaid, convicted and condemned according to 
the laws and cuſtoms of this our kingdom of England in 


this part accuſtomed, ought to be burned with fire; We 


do command you, that the ſaid Bartholomew Legatt, 


being in your cuſtody, you do commit publicly to the fire, 
before the people, in a public and open place in Weſt- 
Smithfield, for the cauſe aforeſaid ; and that you cauſe the 


| ſaid Bartholomew Legatt to be really burned in the ſame 


fire, in deteſtation of the ſaid crime, for the manifeſt 
example of other Chriſtians, leſt they ſlide into the fame 
fault, and this that in no wiſe you omit, under the peril 
that ſhall follow thereon. Witneſs, &c.” A narration 
of the burning of Bartholomew Legatt, &c. in Truth 
brought to light, 1692. . 

| under 
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underſtood 7) the rights of conſcience, in- 


terpoſed to ſave him out of their hands. He 
was Maſter of Arts of the univerſity of Oxford, 


and a great honour to it, by his learning and 
ſingular virtues, as well as courage in the 
cauſe of divine truth. And the day will 


come, may it not be very remote] when that 
noble ſeminary, ſenſible of the peerleſs un- 
rivalled majeſty of the One God and Father 


of all, for which this excellent perſon was at 
laſt condemned to die in a dungeon, ſhall erect 
a monument of honour to his name. 

In the two following reigns, the noble fruits 
er of that free inquiry into the ſerip- 
tures; which many had been emboldened to 


make, during the ſtruggles for liberty, and 


- whilſt the eccleſiaſtical power was kept under. 
Some of the moſt eminent divines, and dig- 


(9) It was one e of the capital * * of the Protector $ 
government, which redounds highly to his honour; Art. 37. 
« That ſuch as profeſs faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt, though 
differing in judgment from the doftrine, worſhip, or diſcipline 
publicly held forth, ſhall not be reſtrained from, but protected 


in the profeſſion of the faith and exerciſe of their religion, &c. 


Art. 38. That all laws, flatutes, ordinances, &c. to the con- 
trary of the aforeſaid liberty, ſhall be eAlcemed as null and void.“ 
Gong law for burning hereticks was repealed in 1676. 


nitaries 
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nitaries of the church of England, did not 
think themſelves diſcredited by living in 
friendſhip with profeſſed Socinians, and ſome 
embraced their ſentiments. By theſe, and 
ſome laymen of note, among whom Mr. 
Locke is named, and under the patronage of , 
Mr. Firmin, a citizen of London, never to 
be mentioned but in terms of the higheſt 
| honour, were publiſhed thoſe called. Unitarian 
Tracts ; which might have rendered all ſub. 
ſequent writings in the fame cauſe unneceſſary, 
had a proper attention been paid to them, 
Their authors were all members of the church 
of England. And as they were many of them 
perſons of great worth and eminence, much 
might have been expected from their joint 
endeavours in promoting the proper unity of 
the Divine Being. But all came to nothing, 
or rather no immediate good effect followed; 
which was probably owing to their conformity 
to the trinitarian worſhip of the church, by 
which they confuted their own arguments for 
the neceſſity of a' reformation in it. This 
was ſeen at laſt, and owned by ſome of them. 

The Act of Toleration brought no relief 
tai the confcientious worſhiper of the one true 
eie | Gad, 
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God, the Father, to the excluſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt or any other perſon as God along with 
him. Oppugners of the trinity are expreſsly 
excepted out of that At. 
And by the Act of the gth and ſous of 
William III. perſons educated in; or who 
have - profeſſed the chriſtian religion within 
this realm, by writing, preaching, teaching, 
or adviſed ſpeaking, denying any one of the 
perſons of the holy Trinity to be God 
ſuch perſons, upon conviction, for the firſt 
offence, ** ſhall be adjudged incapable and 
diſabled in law, to all intents and purpoſes 
whatſoever, to have or enjoy any office or 
offices, employment or employments, eccle- 
fiaſtical, civil, or military, or any part of 
them, or any profit or advantage appertaining 
to them or any of them; and for the ſecond 
offence, - ſhall be difabled to ſue in any court, 
to be guardian of any child, or executor or 
adminiſtrator to any perſon, or capable of any 
legacy or deed of gift, or to bear any office 
or benefice for ever, within this realm, and 
ſnall ſuffer Do aromas for the _ of 
three years.” 
From this brief hiſtorical dedudtion, Vic- 
torin, you * that this doctrine of more 
divine 
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divine perſons, more:gods than one, firſt im- 
ported into the religion of Chriſt by heathen 
converts, has kept its ground to this day, not 
by any ſolid arguments taken from the ſcrip- 
tures, but by the prevention of all free exa- 
mination into them, whereby error might be 
detected; it having been for many ages, and 
ſtill, to this hour, being unſafe and dangerous, 
by the laws of the civil power in every chriſ- 
tian country, to profeſs or publiſh any doctrine 
concerning Chriſt, or the holy ghoſt, con- 
trary to that eſtabliſhed by the ſtate. But 
now that men have not been afraid to publiſh 
what appears to them to be the truth on this 
ſubject, notwithſtanding unreaſonable and un- 
righteous laws to the contrary, and are more 


and more encouraged to it by a general tacit 


condemnation of ſuch laws; this polytheiſtical 
doctrine is falling into diſcredit ; and the 


doctrine of the divine unity is making its way 


in all countries, eſpecially in our own. 
But I wiſh you may not think that I have 
detained you too long from ſeeing what was 
the iflue of Voluſian's anxieties, in which the 
laſt day's converſation left him. I proceed 

therefore with what followed. =. 
00 4 Tux 
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AFTER the converſation of the former 


day, Voluſian was obſerved to be extremely 


penſive, and not to mix with his friends on 
the ſeveral topics that were introduced, in that 
frank, unreſerved manner that was uſual with 
him: which was the more remarkable, as he 
was wont to ſay, that a man ought not to go 


into company with any thing about him, that 


might interrupt the hilarity of thoſe he aſſo- 
ciated with. 

It was afterward found to be cauſed by an 
anxiety, which he could not poſſibly ſhake off, 
how to conduct himſelf on the recent diſ- 
covery that he had made, that the holy Jeſus, 
whom he had hitherto conſidered as the ſu- 
preme God, and object of worſhip, was no 
more than the favoured creature and meſſenger 
of the moſt high God to man: whether he 
was to go on notwithſtanding to attend the 
public worſhip of one, who, he was perſuaded, 
was not God; or what to do. 
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In a few days, however, the gloom was 
diſſipated, and he appeared even more chearful 
and vacant than he had been of ſome time. 
But as the fame thoughts were ſtill upper- 
moſt, the firſt convenient opportunity that he 
could eſpy, when the company were at leiſure, 
and aſſembled together, without any preface, 
and with an eaſy, ſerene countenance, he en- 
texted _— the ſubject all at once. | 


VOLUSIAN, 


You will be pleaſed, my friends, to hear, 
that I never felt myſelf happier than in this 
light of divine truth, which has lately broken 
in upon my mind, by which I can fee my 
way clearly before me, upon the ' moſt im- 
portant of all ſubjects, with reſpe& to the 
Being who made me, and whom it paler Sooke 
duty and happineſs to adore. 

To me indeed it now appears a truth 4 
plain, and demonſtrable, that the ſingle perſon 
af Jebovah, the maker of heaven and earth, 
is God alone, and Jeſus Chriſt only his highly 
favoured meſſenger, and prophet, that it needs 
but to be laid before all, even thoſe of the 
loweſt underſtanding, in that ſimple manner 


in 
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in which it has impreſſed me, and all will be 
brought to acknowlege it. I cannot there- 
fore but look forward with ſatisfaction to the 
day, at no great diſtance, I hope, when the 
public ſentiment will be changed, and every 
one will be eager to call for a correſponding 
change of our public forms of worſhip in this 
reſpect, being not able any longer to take a 
part in, and countenance, what will appear 
to them, as it now does to me, an idolatrous 
ſervice. 


MARCELLINUS. 


How delightful is truth ! ſays Marcellinus, 
_ pleaſed with ſuch an opening; what peace 
and ſecurity is there in the poſſeſſion of it 
eſpecially in what relates to the knowlege of 
the great parent of all things ! It is plain that 
Voluſian would not exchange its charms, and 
the ſober joy he now feels, for all that the 
univerſe can beſtow. And he has no regrets, 
whatever be the caſt or colour of his future 
life here, unleſs that he did not ſooner be- 
come acquainted with it. I wonder not, my 
welcome friend, and gueſt, that you are ſo 
deeply penetrated with the ſtrong and invin- 
cible 
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cible evidence, that has fo lately preſented 
Itſelf to your inquiring mind, from theferip- 
tures, © quod deus eft fingularis'et/unus,” as 


Lactantius often expreſſes himſelf; * that 


God is one fingle perſon.” If the judgment 
were not previouſly warped and perverted, by 
the conceits and ſubtleties of theologians, 


. almoſt literally taken in with our mother's 


milk; this ſtrict unity of God, without a peer 
or rival, would be as evident to every rational 
mind, as the ſun in the unclouded firmament 


at noon day, to one who has the uſe ao the 


* 0 2 eee 


organs of ſight,” 
But although it very naturally ſtrikes you, 
Voluſian, who have fo recently been brought 
to ſee the light of this grand truth, that others 
muſt be equally affected with it, vo muſt be 


ſenſible, from a little reflection on your own 


former ſtate, and that of many of your friends 
at preſent, that ſuch a change muſt be 4 work 
of time. From indolence, and a vari riety of 
motives, many are wholly indifferent to a 


queſtion, which is of the utmoſt importance 


to them; who is God, their maker? A greater 


number, from education, without inquiry, 
believe, chat n are I divine he SIGN 
Py hm 
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whom they are equally, and ſeverally bound 
to worſhip, and nevertheleſs can maintain, that 
they are but one God: fo far happy in the de- 


their devotion, as the thought would neceſ- 
farily overwhelm their minds with inextricable 
_ confuſion about them, what to do with fo 
many of them. And yet it is undoubted, 
that a truth ſo momentous as that of the divine 
unity, ſo plainly inſcribed in the book of 
nature, but legible in every page of divine 
revelation, as you, Valuſian, have ſhewn, if 
placed before creatures capable of any degree 
of ſcrious moral refleftion, muſt move them, 
an force their attention. 

- Youmould however have had better grounds 
for pleating yourſeiſ with the proſpect of this 
muck deſired change taking place in the pub- 
lic worſhip of the church, if you had known 
any thing of an extraordinary advancement 
made towards it, from a very important quarter 
in -the church itſelf. But indeed you have 


been. ſo averſe to every thing of this kind, 


Voluſian, that your friends have always waved 


n to avoid giving uneaſineſs. 
1180 K VOLUSIAN. 


luſion, in never cefleting upon the objects of 


{peaking on the ſubject, when you have been 
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! | . {VOLUSIANs i * Tels, 

on Ido not wonder at this 1 
of yours, ſays · Voluſian, though I am aſhamed 
of myſelf now for having given occaſion for 
it, and am truly ſenſible of the loſs I have 
anne 56 it. 


3 ; | : . 
21. 0 3 : $4 "* 
ol 


N Fr 2156 MARCELLINUS. , ., et Gille: 


n will perceive, proceeds Marcetiions 
not having adverted to what Voluſian''was 


faying; to what a degree your prejudices in 
favour of the doctrines of the eſtabliſhment, 
have: ſhut up your mind from the knowlege 
of what was doing by churchmen themſelves, 
in your ignorance of the fact of great nata- 
riety, to which I allude; and which one 
wonders any intelligent member of the church 
of eee neee With. 


3. U l enn We k XS 4 . W. 11 oh 


RNA VOLUSLAN.,., 161 ai arch 
{:: Upon Ace eee eee 
out coming directly to the point, Volufian 
grew not à little impatient, and could nat 
r reed all, and par- 
| wouble = have formerly had wich inch an 


90 . 4 = obſtinate 
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obſtinate companion; but J aſſure you, that 
you may now tell me any thing, becauſe it 
will not be loſt or unheeded, and will ſooth 

— its kung tate: 


MARCELLINUS.. 


1 


_ Waar I have to mention, 5155 Mar- 
cellinus, and which T ſhall be no leſs glad to 
communicate than you to hear, my worthy 
friend, relates to one of the greateſt ornaments 
of the church bf · England, whether: you re- 
gard him as a ſcholar, philoſopher, divine, 
or as. a truly good man, which is beyond them 
all none ather than Dr. Clarke, the celebrated 
Rector of St. James's, Weſtminſte. 
This eminent perſon was under very extras 
ordinary , convictions: of the neceſſity of f re- 
forming the liturgy of the church; and for 
ſome years before his death, had employed 
himſelf, at his leiſure- hours, in making 
amendments in it throughout. The principal 
and. moſt ſtriking alterations made and pro- 
poſed by him, were in the devotional pv 
-with'reſpe& to the object of worſhip. 

And here he took the liberty of blowing 


out all thoſe paſſages, in which the Son, or 
23k; ' | K 2 E the 
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the holy ghoſt, or holy ſpicit, are called God, 
ur divine worſhip aſcribed to either of them; 
retaining only thoſe prayers and invocatipns, 
which were addreſſed to Nee en dan 
and Father of all. | 

| This was done by him, when his 8 
and faeultios were in their full vigour, having 


been finiſhed, juſt before he was unexpectetly 


©Juſt ſeen it once he add, that ir unt wot by"! 


tak en off by a fever, in his 54th year, a", 1729, 
This invaluable dabeur (4) of his father's, 


his worthy fon, Mt. Glanke eee en the 
Tdi erg fs iy db E eu Btitiſh 
WEL, CK and he Sy ie e M Kr ub 8 

ſue ns given of this i 


ſon, towards 4 tet of d pbblic” ſervice; unt a 
Few: years after bis death, in Memoirs of the ug and 
ſentiments of the Rev. . Samuel Clarke, by one 0 
lived on very intimate terms with him, that famous ſufferer 
kot the docttine of the Divine Unity: Mr! Emäyn. Ys 
Wordt are; 4 He (Dr. Marie) orice! ewe me that fe 
2 making ſome emendatipns in his Communyprayer 
and the very laſt time, I think, Lever ſaw him, 

che Mari beſore he died and in ſome of our tal Mt. 
""&barle at parting, He atke@ me, if ne Nad ew we what 


ed Veen dolng in his UBommnbm- prayer, I Gad I Md 


2 


Wan what deliga of view he had done. it, he never 


o me. I ſuppoſe, by ſomething Tcaft my ey upon, 9 bat 
Tekken oe 
meaning 


"one dehgn Vas to RXeolte & bent Wen r 
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Britiſh Muſeum, about twenty 3 820 ; 
that it micht be depolited, and preſerved 
among the maſt precious things of the na- 
tion (3). And there it is now to be ſeen by 
you, Voluſian, or by any other perſon. | 
I cannot, however, finiſh what I have to 
ſay on this invaluable depoſit, without adding; 
that there is in the library here, an extract of 
a letter from Archbiſhop Herring to Dr. Jortin, 
after the Archbiſhop had gotten a ſight of this 
work of Dr. Clarke s. And his character of 
it, 0 fo eſtimable a perſon, and fine a ſcholar, 
as Dr. Jortin, well marks the high opinion 
both of them had of theſe emendations of Dr. 
; Chrke,; andthe concern itgave the Archbiſhop, 
that the temper of che nation would not permit 
lm . be adopted althongh-@ might have 


meaning whereof might be obſcure, and the phraſe, bar 
and uncouth, even where no points of doctrine were cots 
cerned. But I hardly ſuppoſed he ever finiſhed the work, 
6 being ſo foon after taken away from us,“ Emlyn' s works, 
Vol, II. p. 499. It appears, from Mr. Emlyn's being a 
ſtranger to it, that not many of Dr. Clarke's friends, were 
 apprized of the extent of his difficulties, with regard, to 
the worſhip of the church he belonged to; or how anxious 
b be mu have been for a feformation in, that reſpeQ, 
„ Dr. Clarke's own title i is, «c Amendments, humbly 
S , propoſed to the conſideration of thoſe i in oye of the 
800k. of Common- prayer, c.?“ 


K 3 been 
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been wiſhed, that he had taken ſome way to 
expreſs theſe ſentiments before the public, as 
well as to his friend in e to end- 
thus writes; tb | | 


„neren Pony 77 1783 


00 I have ſeen Dr. Clatke's Common- 


«Pier book. I have read it; have approved 
the temper, and wiſdom of it. But into what 
times are we fallen, after ſo much light, and 
ſo much appearance of moderation, that one 
can only wiſh for the ſueceſs of er a. 
world will not bear it.. 8 


* 


(t) See New Review, Vol. 2 p. 241. by Henry 
Maty, A. M. learned, ingenious, and of moſt ſingular 
integrity. He was a confeſſor of the truth of the Divine 
VDnity : ſuffering the loſs of many things for it. The 
admiſſion of the Amendments of the Liturgy propoſed 
by Dr. Clarke, would have kept him in his ſation i in the 
church, WOT 

To theſe teſtimonies of approbation of Dr. Clarke's 
reformed liturgy, may be added that 'of another. Prelate, 
more lately gone off this mortal ſtage, the learned, gentle 
and humane Dr. Law, Biſhop of Carliſle ; than whom no 
one ever had a mind more open to truth, or was more 
communicative ef it. Very ſignal proofs might be pro- 
duced, how joyful an event it would have been to him, 
if he could have ſeen Dr. Clarke's: reformation of tho 
Licurgy adopted throughout the nation. 

VOLUSIAN. 
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YSW 20t HI HTOLUSTANGCT an 20! 

Videyrain had liſtened with great atten- 
tion, and pleaſure in his countenance, whilft 
Marcellinus was ſpeaking ; and immediately 
applying himſelf to him, I am extremely 
obliged to you, ſays he, for this curious 
hiſtory of a moſt important fact indeed, which 
T-afſure you is perfectly new to me, and 1 
believe to the far greater part of the members 
af the eſtabliſhed church. For ſo wrapt up 
are we in the notion of every thing being moſt 
perfect in it, eſpecially with regard to its 
worſhip, that we cannot bear to hear, or read 
of any the leaſt alteration in it, no not even 
in the uncharitable creed, wrongly it ſeems, 
aſcribed. to St. Athanaſius, and compoſed 
above a hundred years after he was in his 
grave. But though I was taught from my 
youth, that Dr. Clarke was not quite ſound 
in ſome of his opinions, I was taught at the 
ſame time to think with reverence of his 
writings and character in general. And 1 
ſhould be highly obliged to you, Marcellinus, 
if you could favour me with any general idea 
of — he has propoſed, with reſpect 
to the object of divine worſhip, in his amend- 
a K * ments 


— : 
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ments of the heckef mW ont which 
you ſpeak of. B e mod 


MAtcztrinvs. we 
1 A happy, ſays Marcellinus, that 1 . 
it in my power to gratify you. I have a book 
here publiſhed ſome years firtce, in which all 
the alterations you wiſh to ſee, are tranſcribed, 
in their regular order, from Dr. Clarke“ 8 ma- 
nuſcript; and with the leave of the company, 
1 will read them over to you. Upon whi h 
they all nodded their aſſent; and Matceftints, 
taking the book off a 18 1 that was beat 
him, read as follows (ON 4 


Ae exceprionable parts 8 
reſpect᷑ to the object of worſhip';' all of which, 
are either ans) ** en by 
D. Clarke. * 19} vat 


| Glory be to the Father, pry to 24014 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt: 22 
- As it was in the beginning, is now, = rever it is 
"and ever ane enen nad. 


to be 


1 


0 The Apology oh en a Veep 
. * 25 
li ' Te 


SY 
. 
N 
* 


IDS L AT | N. 


5 , He Te Deum. ws oc io e; I 
Thou art the king of glory, O 


Chriſt. | 

Thou art the evertaſting Son of 
the Father. 
When thou tookeſt upon thee 


to deliver man, thou didſt not abhor ; 


the virgin's womb. 
When chou hadſt overcome the 


ſharpneſs of death, thou didſt open 


the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers. 1 

Thou fitteſt at the right hand 
of God in the glory of the Father. 
WWe believe that thou ſhalt . 
to be our judge. 


We therefore pray cheg 5 M ? 
thy ſervants, whom thou haſt re | - 


deemed with thy precious blood. 


| Make r to be numbered with ? 


Lord hve mercy upon us. 
Chriſt have merey upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 


Prayer of St. 3 


5 hen two or three are 
ed together in %% name, 


437 
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The creed of St. Aubungſur. 


Litany. 

O Gad the Son, redeemer of the 

world, have mercy upon us, mi- 
ſerable ſinners. 


O God. the Holy Ghoſt, pro- 


" fruck out. 


2; IT; Je? 


" # x — 1 
1 1 1 


nnn 
1 


ceeding from the Father and the 5 


Son, have mercy upon us, miſer- 


able ſinners. Þj i : v. 
O holy, bleſſed, nd don DAE 
Trinity, three perſons and one 
God, -2% i ae eee Nins 
able ſinners. . ad 
hom thou haſt. a (ihe whalodi- 
with thy moſt precious blood. 
'By the myſtery of. my hoh in- FE 
carnation, by thy holy nativity and |, .... |. | 
circumciſion ; by thy baptiſmm , 


By thine agony and bloody ſweat; 


by thy creſs and paſſion; by thy |- 0 
precious death and hurial; by thy | 


_ 


glorious reſurrection and aſcenſion : 5 


and by the coming 25 ae | 


. 3 9 . ; . A #$ ©. 11 . 
Annen. : 4 p 5 I F +5 3» 7 
* 
41 * 0 , *., "_ 
bs $ \ »y 4 "0 = 1 * : 1 
3's a4 1 . " #2 «# - 1 
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_  Litany continued. 
Son of God, we beſeech thee ON 


hear us. 


Son of God, we beſeech thee to 


hear us. 
O Lamb of God, that takeſt- 


away the fins of the world, 

Grant us thy peace. 

O Lamb of God, that takeſt 
away the fins of the world, | 

Have mercy upon us. 

O Chriſt hear us. 

O Chrift hear us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

Chriſt have mercy upon us. 
Cbriſt have mercy upon us." 
Lord have merey upon us. 
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Lard have mercy upon us. ' nig 


From our enemies defend * Wh 


O Chriſt. a 
O Son of David, have mercy 


upon us. G. Non 
Both. oon and ever vouchſſe | O 


to hear us, O Chriſt. 
'Graciouſly hear us, O Chriſt, 
graciouſly hear us, O Lord Chriſt 


— out. 
Pra yer 
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Prayer in time of dearth and famine. © 7 Ae 

—to whom, with thee and the] fruck om 
Holy Ghoſt be all honour and 5 
glory, now and for ever. 


| AAS 1012097 507 3 ode. 
Fiat Sunday in Advent, e abr 
— who liveth and reigneth with] 


' thee and the * Ghoſt, now 
and ever. | | 


Third Sunde in Ae n gvig 20 
O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, ne ＋ 
firſt coming, &c. 1 God. 5 
Fourii Sundey in n 0 — 


 Chrs mas-Day.. MH 901 to vii 1 

| 3:66 liveth and reigneth Vith! 5 

thee and the ſame Spirit, ever one =” 
God, world without end. e ram 


Si. Stephen's Dy. 


1.4 


obo prayed for his . 
to thee, O0 bleſſed Jeſus— 41 tl 
Trinity Sy, X 


Nane creed. 


IDOLATRY, 144 
Exhortation 10 the communion. == 


——above all, we muſt givemoſt] ir 
humble and hearty thanks to Gd] 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy | 12683 
Ghoſt, for the redemption of he- 3 
world by the death and paſſion of } change, nl 
our Saviour Chriſt, both God and | α _ 
man.— 

To him, dente wich the 4 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, =; wee 


us give continual thanks. 
Preface upon the feat of Trinity, . „ 
Prayer after the communim. © 8 
—by whom, and with whom in) 


the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all 
honour and glory be : unto. thee, 0 132 
Father: iu ji » 26 LM 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, ) 
Jeſu Chriſt, O Lord God, Lamb 
of God, Bon of the Father, that | 
takeſt away the Sins of the world, 


have mercy upon us. Thou that e 
takeſt away the fins of the world, oily 
have merty upon us. Thou that * 
takeſt away the ſins of the world, 

N | receive 


: . 8 
- P 
* Ps 5%. R : — 2 


— oC 
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receive our prayer. Thou that" 
ſitteſt at the right hand of God 
the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy, thou | dig ant 
only art the Lord, thou only, O 5 ered caly 
Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art 

moſt high in the glory of God 1 


Father. 


P ublic bapt n of infants. # 
—Ye have prayed, that our x 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt would vouch- | 
ſafe to receive him, to releaſe him 8 
of his fins, to ſanctify him with | changed here, 
the Holy Ghoſt, to give him the pbaptiſm of 
kingdom of heaven and everlaſting riper years. 
life—Ye have heard alſo, that our] *- 
Lord Jeſus hath promiſed in his 
goſpel to grant all theſe things. 


Catechiſm. L 
What doſt thou chiefly op in 
theſe articles of the belief? . 
Firſt, I learn to believe in God but. 
the Father, who hath made me | 
and all the og | | 


_ - Secondly, 


1 
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Secondly, in God the Son, who 
hath redeemed me and all mankind. 
Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghoſt, 
who ſanctifies _ and all the elect 
people of God. 


 Matrimeny, . | 
God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, changed. 


preſerve, and ap Jon. | 


Vi; ftation of the el. 
 Abſolution. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whothath} | 
left power to his church to abſolve | 
all finners, who truly repent and 
believe in him, of his great mercy |' 
forgive thee thine offences; and, 
by his authority committed to me, 
I abſolve thee from all thy fins, 
in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. ] | 


1 1 


. 


quite frac, 


Out. 


JF; 


* 


'VOLUSIAN. 777% 

| dancin having finidhed, i 
a deep ſilence; and after a thort ſpace, Vo- 
luſian, with an air of concern and apparent 
aſtoniſh- 
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aſtoniſhment, cried out; My friends, I can 
hardly credit my own ears, in what they have 
juſt now conveyed to me, which yet I have 
heard a thouſand and a thouſand times, with- 
out any ſuch emotion. But I ſuppoſe, that the 
preſent ſtate of my mind, added to the ſeveral 
addreſſes to, and invocations of Jeſus Chriſt, 

and of the holy ghoſt, throughout the liturgy, 
being brought together under one point of 
view, makes me ſo affected with their ſtrange, 
heathen appearance. Could any one ever 
imagine, that the worſhip of ſuch a multi- 
plicity of objects, could belong to thoſe who 
have the ſacred writings of the Old and New 
Teſtament for their rule, and the examples of 
Moſes and the prophets, of Jeſus Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, for their guide, in worſhiping 
Jehovah, the fingle parent of the univerſe, and 
no other beſides him ? It is not to be wondered 
at, that there are ſuch complaints of divine 
S ſervice being neglected, and our churches de- 
ſerted. The ingenious lady, Miſs H—h M—e, 
or whoever is the author of / The religion of 


te faſhionable world,” faid to have been over- 


looked by a prelate high upon the bench; 
may compoſe, and publiſh ever ſo many pious 
e | and 
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and pathetic exhortations to the obſervance 
of the fabbath, and an attendance on the 
public eſtabliſhed worſhip : but all will be in 
vain, whilſt the church's ſervice remains un- 
altered,” The rational mind, that looks up 
only to nature's God, will turn away from 
fuch polytheiſtic worſhip ; and till more, 
where enlightened by the precept and ex- 
ample of inſpired teachers and ne and 
of the holy Jeſus above all. 5 

But I am wholly at a loſs to account, how 
it was poflible for ſo good a man as Dr. Clarke, 
after ſtriking out, and condemning all theſe 
devotional addreſſes in the liturgy, offered to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy ghoſt, ſtill to con- 
tinue, not only to join in the worſhip he fo 
deliberately diſapproved, but to take an active 
part in it. Where is virtue; where is in- 
tegrity; if ſuch things are right, and to be 
2 and perſiſted in? 

| :. MARCELLINUS. 
I pip indeed expect, replies Marcellinus, 
that your uptight ſoul would be ſcandalized 
at the appearance of ſuch an inconſiſtent 
practice. But if it may not be wholly juſti- 
fied, many things may be alleged to abate ſo 
ſevere a cenſure of it. 

L B We 
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We who come, after it has been ſo fully de- 
monſtrated, that Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, 
ſo far from being objects of worſhip, equal to 
the ſupreme Father, are. not gods, or to bo 
worſhiped at all, do not ſufficiently conſider, 
that ſuch perſons as Dr. Clarke, who firſt ſaw 
theſe things to be wrong, were far from having 
the lame impreſſions of them, and might re- 
concile themſelves to continue in the church, 
and join in the offering up of prayers which 
they diſapproved, from various motives, a per- 
ſuaſion that they could not do ſo much good 
in any other ſituation, and a deſign to pave the 
way for, and gradually to bring about the 
deſired reformation. ' The not attending to 
theſe circumſtances makes us imagine, that 
they had the ſame idea of the wwrongneſs 
of ſuch-worſhip as we now have, and that 
they went as directly againſt | their eon- 
ſciences, in their conformity to it, as we ſhould 
do. But it was far otherwiſe. It certainly 
did not appear to Dr. Clarke, that he was an 
idolater (w), in ' warſhiping - Jeſus Chriſt as 

(w) Neither did it appear to the famous F. Socinus, 
that he was an idolater in worſhiping Jefus Chriſt; who 
not only held it right to worſhip and pray to him, but car- 


1 
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God, of which however you, Voluſian, are 
fully, and upon juſt grounds convinced. We 
do not find that his friend, Sir Iſaac Newton, 
refrained from the eſtabliſhed worſhip ; altho 
he probably went farther than Dr. Clarke, in 


holding Chriſt to have been only a human 


creature, inveſted with extraordinary powers, 
and a miſſion from God. Even Mr. Whiſton, 
for a long time, made himſelf eaſy with pub- 
licly declaring, that although he attended 


the Athanaſian worſhip of the church, he did 


not join in thoſe parts of it, but paſſed them 
over, as things with which he hid no con- 
cern. At laſt, however, he was ſenſible that 
there was no way of making conſcience 
quiet, but by a reformation of the liturgy 
itſelf. As Dr. Chrke died ſomewhat ſuddenly, 


and unexpectedly by himſelf, as well as his 
friends; z when he ſeems barely to have finiſhed 


ried his 5 for it bo ker, as to condemn thoſe allo could 
not come into his opinions, and worſhip Chriſt as he did. 

But this full perſuaſion and confidence of the rightneſs 
of his Opinions, in Socinus, did not make bim the leſs an 
idolater, or acquit him of a violation of the firſt divine 


command, in worſhiping and paying divine honours to 
another perſon beſides Jebovah, the ſupreme God. 


+ What a leſſon this, to teach us all e and mods= | 


— a | 
L 2 „ 


. 
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his improvements of the liturgy, we know 
not what. ſteps he might have taken after- 
wards to reduce them to practice. It appears, 
from that diligent exactneſs, with which he 
marked every addreſs, and even every ſingle 
word and / phraſe, that (infringed upon the 
Divine Unity, how much he had at heart 
God's true worſhip, that of the fingle perſon 
of the Father only; and how exceedingly he 
muſt have been affected with the wide de. 
parture of the church of England from it. 
Sod only knows the hearts of men; what 
influences — are under, and what are their 
deſigns. But from theſe and other circum- 
ſtances, relating to Dr. Clarke, there is nothing 
improbable in ſuppoſing, that had his life 
been prolonged, he would have made ſome 
attempt to have procured an excluſion from 
the liturgy of the worſhip of all other perſons, 
except the Father, the 'one only true God. 
And had he been indued with courage to to 
exert himſelf to bring about ſuch a reforma- 
tion, in the article of divine worſhip, and who 
can ſay he would not have propoſed it? there 
is no ſmall ground of preſumption to believe, 
that he would therein have .had the coun- 
tenance of his late We George II.; but 
| moſt 
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moſt aſſuredly of his conſort, Queen Caroline; 
who was intirely in Dr. Clarke's ſentiments (x), 
with. reſpect to the Athanaſian trinity and 
worſhip. One circumſtance alſo is reported 
on good authority, that by both their Ma- 
jeſties he was ſo highly eſteemed, that had he 
lived, he would have been raiſed to the bench 
of biſhops, and perhaps the ſee of Canterbury 
might have been offered to him (). 

And it is to be obſerved, that this was after 
the Doctor's ſentiments concerning the Trinity 
had been many years publiſhed, and alſo op- 
poſed, and condemned in print, by the famous 
Dr. Waterland, and others ; 'of which things 
thoſe who had thoughts of placing him in 
ſuch a high ſituation could not be ignorant. 
And although Dr. Clarke might have been 
oppoſed in the introduction of ſuch a plan of 


(x) Since the writing of the above, I have been in- 
formed by a friend, well acquainted with Dr. Clarke's 
fon, and who learned from him, that Queen Caroline had 
a copy of the Amendments of the book of Common- 
prayer, &c. in her hands, at the time of Dr, Clarke's 
death; and that ſhe afterwards returned the copy back to 
the family, 

() Memoirs of the UG Dr; Samue! Clarke, _ * 
"ey YO th p. „„ 
pen >. 3 reforming 
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reforming the liturgy, by one party in the 
church, he would have been greatly ſupported 
by others : perhaps by a majority, when it 
was conjectured, that the government in any 
degree favoured him. Beſides it is well 
known, that many, particularly of the learned 
among the clergy, were already came over to 
embrace his opinions. Few of his rank have 
boom caually levented- a thats death, by the 
wiſe and good through the nation. A greater 


| proof cannot be given, than preſents itſelf in 


the amiable Biſhop Rundle's letters, written 


at the time, to Mrs. Sandys, very lately pub- 
ſhed 


now I | am mentioning the probability 
of Dr. Clarke's reformed Common-prayer 
book meeting with many admirers, approvers, 


and open abettors, had it been made public 


and propoſed to be uſed in his life time, you 
will excuſe my relating a. trifling anecdote, 
not wholly out of ſeaſon I would hope, and 
which you may ſmile at if you pleaſe ; wiz. 
that when this fame reformed liturgy was firſt 
made ufe of, at the Chapel in Effex-ſtreet, 
in the Spring 1774, a generous patron and 
encourager of the deſign, and who conſtantly 
| | frequented 
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frequented the worſhip, was ſo ſtruek with 
its ſcriptural ſimplicity, that in the warmth 
of his zeal and approbation, he would often 
fay ; that in ſeven year's time it would be 
adopted at St. James's. | ah 

This prediction indeed has not yet been 
verified; but I believe, that, if it could be 
fairly repreſented to a. great perſonage, on 
what ſolid grounds of ſcripture the alterations, 
with reſpect to the object of worſhip, have 
been made; and that they originated with fo 
excellent a perſon as Dr. Clarke, formerly 
Rector of St. James's, Weſtminſter, and have 
been approved by learned and good men, and 
ſome of the firſt rank on the epiſcopal bench; 
and of the faireſt characters in the eſtabliſſi- 
ment; he would himſelf not diſapprove them. 


|  VOLUSIAN.  / F 
Ino D myſelf highly obliged to you, Mar- 
cellinus, replied Voluſian, for the very àgree- 
able information you have given me of things 
and characters in the laſt reign, ſo favourable 
to truth and free inquiry > which may afford 

hope that ſo liberal a race ſtiſf ſubſiſts, al- 
though ſome very different men have lately been 
L 4 brought. 


n n N 
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brought forward. And I confeſs myſelf ex- 
tremely blameable, for inſinuating any thing 
to the diſparagement of one, who ſo boldly 

ſtood forth againſt the Athanaſian doctrine of 
the trinity, in his writings, as did the vir- 
tuous Dr. Clarke; eſpecially as I could; not 

acquainted with the motives that might 


have hindered him from going on, at the time, 


to act as well as write, in bringing about the re- 
formation, he had continually in his thoughts; 
nor could know what he might have done, 
had a longer life been given. | 

But whatever he, and other great men, did, 
or did not, in the like ſituations; I can never 
unite again, with my friends, in the worſhip 


of the church, as it now ſtands; in thoſe 


addreſſes, and prayers, expunged out of the 
liturgy by Dr. Clarke, which are directed to 
Jeſus and the holy ſpirit ; whom I neither 
believe to be gods, nor to be worſhiped ; and 
cannot, without horror (pardon the expreſſion, 


if offenſive to any one,) think of being pre- 
ſent and bearing a part, where theſe two ſup- 


poſed gods, are worſhiped n 0 the 
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And ſurely, my friends, this is not ſaid out ; 
of any want of reſpe& to that kind Saviour 


of men, whom TI truſt, I am diſpoſed to love 
and honour, now and for ever, with the 
affection and reverence ſo juſtly due to him, 
for his perfect virtue and benevolence. But 
I cannot make him the ſupreme God, or in- 
voke, or pray to him, as ſuch ; becauſe Iam 
perſuaded, that if he could hear, and make 
- himſelf known to me, he would call out from 
heaven, as he did formerly to Paul; I am 


Jeſus of Nazareth; one who was once a 


mortal man like thyſelf : worſhip God. 
As I muſt however always think it a duty 
to attend. upon ſome public worſhip of the 
Almighty Being, and can frequent none, but 
where he alone, the ſingle perſon of the 
Father is acknowleged and adored ; I muſt 
{till rely upon you, who are alone privy to my 
fituation, and the change which has lately 
taken place in my mind, to ſuggeſt ſome ex- 
pedient and advice that may be of uſe to me; 
eſpecially when in the country, wherel chiefly 
reſide. For I am perſuaded, that though mine 
is a new caſe to myſelf, it is not new to you, 
who muſt be acquainted with many ſimilar to 
it. 
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it. And 1 hope that Photinas, whe has 
hitherto to- day been a filent hearer of what 
has paſſed,” will eaſily furniſh me with a clue 
to deliver me out of this labyrinth of un- 
. ee which I am at preſent. 


PHOTINUS. 


n * HAVE indeed, replies Photinus, Wag 


liſtened to the debate of to-day, and have had 
particular pleaſure in attending, Voluſian, to 
the progreſs of your feelings and convictions. 
And if there be any thing, for which I honour 
more than another, it is for that your 
unnmoveable reſolution, never on any account 
to play tricks with or violate your own natural 
ſenſe of things, of what is the right, the 
fair, the honeft Part before God and man, or 
80 contraty 10 it, for any conſideration. I 
IJ can expreſs, the decla- 
trembled at the thought of 
6 ky hong to lift up your voice to 
od, tv hear and to have mercy upon 
you, wi your heart at the time told you, 
that he was no god, and could not hear you. 
But that I may do what little is in my power 
hy * your prefent diſfieulties; 1 


would 
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would ſay, that in this happy, free country; 

free, from the general ſpirit. and temper of 
the times, though not yet from the laws, in 
religious matters and diſquiſitions; there are 
not wanting, my friend, precedents and ex- 
amples, to guide and n in ſituations 
like yours. 

I may only point out, at a diſtance, an ex- 
cellent perſon, of fine parts, cultivated, from 
the firſt and through life, with knowlege and 
ſcience of every kind, particularly of God, 
his works, and his revealed will; who, many 
years ſince, wearied with, and unable any 
longer to endure. the Athanafian worſhip of 
the church, two or three friends joining with 
bim from the firſt, inſtituted a church in his 
own houſe: a practice truly apoſtolical. Here, 
himſelf the miniſter for a ſhort ſpace, Dr. 

Clarke's reformed liturgy made the devotional 


part of the ſervice every Sunday. , Fortunately, 
ſoon after, before he had looked out for a 


proper place, and a perſon. to officiate regularly, 
he prevailed to have this reformed. ſervice, of. 
the * adopted by a conſiderable, and 
very liberal congregation of Diſſenters in the 
W no, become a flouriſhing, profeſſed 

J ͤĩð 
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of Unitarian chriftians. Happy, in ſeeing 
ſucceſsful efforts to promote the pure worſhip 
of the God and Father of all, crown' the 
ſerene evening of a long life, ſpent in purſuit 
of truth, and in doing good. So may it (till 
be prolonged ! 

Mention might be made of other ad Va- 
© kiable and virtyous characters, perſons like- 
wiſe of no inconſiderable note, bred up in 
the church of England, who have intirely 
withdrawn from it themſelves and their fami- 
lies, to be at liberty to worſhip no other God, 
but the Father: attentive at the ſame time 
to keep up his public worſhip in their own 
houſes; that their children, and alſo their 
men; ſervants, and their maid-ſervants, if fo | 
diſpoſed, might haye it in their power to 
know and to worſhip the only living and true 
God, as well as themſelves. _ q 

Many very reſpectable individuals alſo, and 
others in the more private as well as in the 
lower walks of life, have had their minds 
enlightened to ſee this plaineſt truth of all 
others, that the God who made them, i is one 
fingle-perſon, whom alone they are to bow 
Fo” to and ei and have gradually 
been 


* 
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been ſeceding from the church, though not 
in ſuch numbers yet, as to be much diſcerned, 
or miſſed in the great maſs: who were not 
able to reconcile themſelves to the thought 
of continuing to worſhip. three gods: for no 
other way could they fairly and honeſtly in- 
terpret; no other conſtruction could they 
poſſibly put upon the Litany; upon the (2) 
gloria patri, ſo often repeated; and many 
other paſſages of the church ſervice. * 
And ſuch inſtances muſt go on to multiply, 
and the light of the divine Unity to ſpread, till 


no place be found for error in this moſt impor- | 


tant point.” For there is a ſpirit of inquiry gone 
forth among many, to learn for themſelves, 
| what is to be inan. concerning the great 
I. i 

(=) Viz. be Cl 5 to the Father, and to the Son, 0 
the holy ghoft - as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
jor ſhall be, world without end. Amen.” 
Doubtleſs this is ſaid by many very frequently, and 
with great devotion. But can it be ſaid truly? Does not 
at deſerve conſideration ? Is there any ſuch doxology i in 


, in the beginning? Are not the books of the New 


chriſtian writings in the world, &c. &.“ n 
Vol. II. p. 178. 


2 60 | 


> New Teſtament ? If not, how can it be ſaid to have 


Teſtament the moſt antient, and the moſt authentic 


14 


I. 
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author of their exiſtence, upon whom alone 
they have the moſt immediate and intimate de- 
pendance every moment, and muſt depend for 
ever. The times of darkneſs and ignorance are 
paſt. No longer will the chriſtian world ſuffer 
Aſelf to be impoſed upon byabſtruſe, metaphy- 
ical definitions of a deity, conſiſting of three 
| perſons; a thing ſo ſtrange, and unaccountable 
to the rational mind, that no one who reflects 
at all, will receive it without bringing it to 
the ſevereſt teſt of examination. And then 
it muſt immediately vaniſh, and come to nos 
thing. For his works of nature, to thoſe 
who can read him there, beſpeaks its great 
author to be one wiſe, all- powerful, berievo- 
lent artiſt, and parent of his rational offspring. 
And they who go to the fountain-head of all 
extraordinary divine communications, "now 
acceſſible to all, and open the Bible for them 
ſelves, will find there in every page, as you, 
Volufian, have fo recently experienced, from 
the teſtimony of Moſes and all the pro- 
phets, of Jefus and his apoſtles, that Jehovah, 
God, the maker of all things; and kind father 
of the univerſe, ods at ring res: and 
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all- perfect Being, to the excluſion of all vor 
beings and perſons whatſoever, wry 
In the mean time, the ſupineneſs of not a 
wi is moſt ſurprizing, in taking upon truſt 
what others have decided before they were 
born, upon a ſubject of ſuch infinite moment. 
A conduct of this kind is well reproved, with 
great force and ſeriouſneſs, in a little piece, 
which I have noted, Marcellinus, in yaur 
collection. And with your good leave and 


that of our friends, I ſhall read it to you. 


And this I the rather propoſe, as it will very 
well cloſe our converſations upon the preſent 
ſubject, which there ſeems to be no call for 
purſuing any farther;. ſince Voluſian, after 
fatisfying himſelf, that the worſhip of the 
ehurch eſtabliſhed is ſuch as he cannot with 
a good conſcience any longer attend, does 


now, I flatter myſelf, ſec his way ww: be- | 


fore him, how to act. 
The author is a gentleman of ang and 
abilities above my praiſe, who was educated 


a member of the church of England, but 
retired from his connections with it, becauſe 


in his eſtimation, it held forth enn 
| e « divine worſhip. | | 


do 
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* I do not indeed ſee,” ſays he, (a) * how 4 
chriſtian of any perſuaſion can juſtify to God 
and his conſcience, a wilful neglect of ſuch 
means of religious inquiry as his ſituation will 
afford, or a continuance in the public pro- 
feſſion of thoſe doctrines, which his under- 
ſtanding ſhall ultimately reject. If Truth in 
Opinion, and Sincerity in Profeſſion, be in 
any caſe deſireable, religious Truth, and re- 
ligious Sincerity, is peculiarly ſo. We are 
required to worſhip God in Underſtanding, 
and in Truth; and we are-forbidden to offer 
up at the divine Altar, the ſacrifice of Fools. 
If the precepts of the Bible then; are to be 
eſteemed. as of any weight among thoſe who 
profeſs the religion of the Bible, it is a duty 
incumbent upon them, before all other re- 
ligious duties, to have ſome well- grounded 
opinion concerning that Being whom they 
profeſs to adore. A correſpondence, between 
our ſentiments and profeſſions, all men expect 
from us; but we ſeem to regard the God of 
Truth, as being far leſs nice in his notions of 
morality : and that in the ſolemn offices of 
(a) Preface to Objections to the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, &c. p. 4, 5» 6. Mancheſter. 1788. 9 
5 devotion, 
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devotion, he will readily excuſe the higheſt 
degree of wilful Ignorance, and wink at the 
habitual commiſſion of wilful Hypocriſy.” 

« Chriſtian reader! this is nd matter of 
barren ſpeculation ; it ſtrikes directly at our 
conduct through life on a point bf ſerious im- 
portance. The public worſhip of God, we 
all conſider as a duty of indiſpenſable obliga- 
tion: and whether we ſhall perform this wor- 
ſhip in the way moſt acceptable to him, and 
moſt conformable to the precepts of the 
facred writings ; or in that way which beſt 
ſuits our Indolence, or coincides with our 


Intereſt ; whether we ſhall pay to God the 


homage of an upright heart, or with groſs 
negligence and ſolemn mockery, publicly re- 
peat what we cannot underſtand, and join in 
profeſſing what we do not believe; are ſub- 
jects of inquiry, which (however eaſy to de- 
termine) every chriſtian, of whatever deno« 


mination; muſt acknowlege to be of high | 


concern.“ 
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Tus CONCLUSION. 

T HAVE now, Victorin, complied with 

your requeſt, and given you a full account 
of the converſation held by our friends at 
###%** , which had ſo much raiſed your 
curiofity, and that of the perſons you men- 
tion. But I ſhall be forry, and much dif- 
appointed, if it does not anſwer ſome better 
end with them, than of mere amuſement. 
J hope it will excite them, if they have never 
yet ſeriouſly made the inquiry, to ſearch, and 
ſatisfy their own minds, who the true God is, 


and to worſhip him only, and no other. 


You will perceive, that the idolatry laid to 
the charge of, and as the company all agreed, 
proved againſt all the great churches, and 


almoſt all chriſtians, in all countries, not ex- 


cepting our own, is not any thing ſinful, or 


wicked; but a moſt lamentable error con- 


cerning the deity, which has been long a re- 


proach to the goſpel, anda bar to its reception 
and progreſs in the world; and which there- 


fore 
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fore all that wiſh well to it, ſhould make haſte 
to remove out of the way. 

It will be no ſmall ſatisfaction to you alſo to 
ſee that the famous Dr. Clarke, and other 
great ornaments of the church of England, 
ſince his time, were very deſirous to diſcard 
out of the liturgy, not only all direct worſhip 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy ſpirit ; but 
every word that implied divine honours to 
belong to them : which may afford a ſtrong 
preſumption, which for my part I believe 
to be well-grounded, that the like ſenti- 
ments are entertained now, by many other 
thinking and learned perſons in the church ; 


who weuld be ready to come forth, and 
declare themſelves, upon any propoſals and 


proſpect of ſuch alterations to take place 
in the ſervice, as are exhibited in Dr. Clarke's 
reformed liturgy. That- eminent perſon did 


not indeed expreſs himſelf in ſach ſtrong 
terms concerning the worſhip of Chriſt, and 


of the holy ſpirit, which he ſought to have 
aboliſhed, as to call it idolatry ; but his intire 


rejection of it amounted to much the ſame 


thing. Of this however, whether it be idola- 


trous or not, you will be able to form your 


own judgment from the Third day's debate. 
M2 It 
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It is a reflection, which falls heavy upon 
our nation, that boaſts of being ſo highly 
enlightened, that, whilſt the jews, by the 
teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf, worſhiped Je- 
hovah, the Father, the one true God, and 
ſtill worſhip him; and mahometans, who 
worſhip the God of Abraham, do the ſame; 
chriſtians, in this country, in the judgment 
of the excellent perſons above named, worſhip 
two other divine perſons, two other gods, 
upon a line of equality with the ſupreme 
Father, who alone was worſhiped by Moſes 
and the prophets, by Jeſus and his apoſtles ; 
and who alone ought to be worſhiped. 
In the heathen world, if there were any 
true theiſts, as it might ſeem there were, 
whatever were their private ſentiments, they 
univerſally conformed to the eſtabliſhed poly- 
theiſm, and joined in the worſhip of a rabble 
of gods, many of whom had confeſſedly been 
men and women of bad characters. 
It will be well, if the ſame be not now the 
fituation and conduct of men of ſenſe and 
inquiry, who have hot thrown off all religion, 
and who attend the eſtabliſhed worſhip, in 
different chriſtian countries. They wprſhip 
KAY one 
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one God in private; three divine perſons, 
three gods, or more, in public. Can there 
be a louder call for a review and reformation 
of ſuch eſtabliſhments, from time to time, 
than this offers ? 
Amidſt the unavoidable inſtances of partial, 
temporary hardſhip, ſuffering, loſs and con- 
fuſion, attending the wonderful revolution, 
which divine providence hath brought: about 
in a neighbouring country, we rejoice, (who 
will not rejoice ?) at the Baſtile deſtroyed, at 
the dread of Lettres de cachet, and of an un- 
defined, uncontrouled arbitrary power re- 
moved and in the pleaſing proſpe& of a 
conſtitution ſettled, where liberty will be 
\ ſecured, where the ſound of offenſive war 
will no more be heard, and where religion 
will become placed on its only juſt and folid 
baſis, that of free and rational inquiry. Under 
God, nothing that he has promiſed, tending 
to promote virtue and human happineſs, is to 
be deſpaired of. Pure chriſtianity, which has 
no other aim, we are perſuaded, was at firſt 
planted by the Almighty; and being under 
his protection, will prevail. Five years ago, 
what human lagacity could have calculated, 
00-3, 8 
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that within ſo ſhort a ſpace, ſuch a rational 
ſcheme of public chriſtian worſhip, as is ex- 
hibited in Dr. Clarke's reformed Common- 
prayer book, ſhould have made its way into 
France, and become quietly ſettled ? Read 
only the account in the margin, (5) taken 


(3) | Extra of a letter from an Englifh Gentleman at Dun» 


kirk, dated Aug. 10, 1791. 

« We now hope to enjoy the beſt benefits of the new 
Conſtitution, in the exerciſe of eur own religion. On 
Sunday laſt: an Engliſh Proteſtant church was opened 
here, an object that has been long in contemplation, but 
never before accompliſhed. The number of proteſtants 
in this place is very great, and the Engliſh are fo nume- 
rous that the church was full, and many ſtood in the 
paſſage throughout the ſervice, whilſt others returned 
home for want of room. We have every appearance of 
forming a large and reſpectable ſociety ; for the plan that 
is adopted, has a view to the union of all the Engliſh 
Proteſtants, whether they have formerly been Epiſcopa- 
lians, Preſbyterians, or ether Diffenters. The Church 
of England-liturgy is made uſe of, reformed upon the 


plan propoſed by the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, Rector of 


St. James's, Weſtminſter, in which all the exceptionable 
parts of the Common-prayer are omitted. It is a plan 
that gives very general ſatisſaction, and many of all parties 
intereſt themſelves greatly ip the cauſe.” _ 

« The National Aſſembly has provided very gene- 
roully for thoſe who diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed Church: 
4 All 
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from one of our public prints, and which is 


otherwiſe well known to be authentic. How 


honourable 


All ſets have the liberty of conducting burials, baptiſms, 


and marriages, according to their own forms, and a re- 
giſter of them is kept in the Chamber of the Tribunal. 
There are, in this town, two Dutch Chapels, and one 
Quaker meeting-houſe, but the Engliſh Church will 
probably be far more numerous than either of the others.” 
« The agreeable ſociety kept up amongſt the Engliſh 
families here, the cheapneſs of all forts of proviſions, the 
conſtant intercourſe we have with England, the eaſe with 
which our few taxes are borne, and the liberality of ſen- 
timent which prevails among all ranks of men, added to 
the full and free exerciſe of all religions; will probably in- 
duce many of our countrymen, from different places, to 
ſettle in this town, whoſe commerce is in a flouriſhing 
fate.” | 
N. B. It is with great pleaſure that I ſee the above letter 


produced in a valuable work, juſt publiſhed, as this ſheet. 


is -printing off; together with the following additional 
information upon the ſubject, which I am glad to inſert : 
„In the ſame town another church has been opened 
by a clergyman, of the Church of England, in which the 


common ſervice is uſed. A miſtake was however made, 


which, as it was the firſt of the kind in France, I wiſh it 
may be the laſt, The miniſter, unluckily, brought over 
ſome of his high church prejudices with him, and at- 
tempted to ſow his tares amongſt the wheat, by urging 


ſome of the congregation not to be married by their own 


miniſter ; Becauſe he was not ordained by a biſhop, This 
M 4 | wiſe 
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honourable to a government, that all men, 
who demean themſelves as good citizens, 
ſhould be free to profeſs and practiſe any re- 
ligion, or mode of religion, which they pre- 
fer, trinitarian, unitarian, jewiſh, mahometan, 
or pagan ! And of what benefit to truth, and 
free inquiry, will be the appointment of fimilar 
' Liberal ſocieties for public chriſtian worſhip, in 

other great trading towns in that country, 
whither engliſhmen ſhall reſort, and become 
ſettled ; 3 Which is an event to be expected. 


wiſe ee was treated as it deſerved, and ſerved 
only to create a ſmile, I have thought it right to men- 
tion this circumſtance, as I am a fincere friend to the 
ſpread of Chriſtianity, under any of its forms. Any thing 
of religion is better than indolence, and vice, and that 
ſtupideſt of all ſtupid ignorance, attachment to prejudices 
becauſe they art prejudices. With my beſt wiſhes, there · 
fore, of ſucceſs to any of the clergy of the church of 
England, who may endeavour to ſpread the reformed re- 
ligion in France, I have only to expreſs my hope, that 
| they will r 100 the blunder of their Dunliri 
nn 97 * 

e In the ſame town there are a Abe of Quakers, who 
have lately opened a place for religious worſhip, which I 
Lam informed is reſpectfully attended. See p. 417, 418, 
of The French Conſtitution : with: Remarks, Cc. Sc. By 


Benjamin Flower, London, printed 15922 
+ 4 1 | 
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The kind parent of the univerſe will accept 
the worſhip of his creatures, who approach 
him with good diſpoſitions, however it may 
be wrong, ſuperſtitious, or idolatrous. Never- 
theleſs, where they enjoy the means of in- 
quiry, and of attaining a better knowlege of 
himſelf, and of his unequalled glory and per- 
fections, he will require a ſuitable conduct, 
and ſincerity in them. For, to keep ſight of 
the ſubject, which has been ſo long before 
you, he will be far from beholding with ap- 
probation their joining in his public worſhip, 
with himſelf, and worſhiping as equal to him, 
tæyo other divine perſons, as Gods, whom they 
do not believe to be Gods, and whom they 
never think of worſhiping in private, but 
but would be ſelf· condemned in the very 
thought of —_—_— it. | 
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Civil rights, men ought not to be debarred of, for 
their religious opinions _ = 1 
Clarke, Rev. Dr. rejected all worſhip of ws Trinity, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy ſpirit, from his re- 
formed liturgy = - - - 132 
=———— probable motives for his continuance in the 
church, after he was convinced of ſuch great | 
Errors in it, with reſpect to the object of divine 
* worſhip - - 11 
— might have attempted to introduce his own 
alterations into the liturgy, had he lived 148 
reaſons to preſume that he might have had 
the countenance of George II. and his Queen 
Caroline, in making ſuch a change. -. = 149 
w=— reaſons to ſuppoſe that he would have met 
with great ſupport from the learned clergy and 
: 2 1 150 
—— probable, that his reformed liturgy would , 
now be acceptable to many in the churck 163 
Commandment'the firſt, by it all other beings or per- 
ſons are excluded from being Gods, or to be wor- 
ſhiped, except the ſingle Perſon od ER the 


God of Ifrac] = : 3 
5 6 is ſtill in force, having been 
| adopted by Jeſus Chriſt, and never abrogated 74 


oaks forbids the acknowlegement 
of any new Gods, fuch as Jeſus or the holy ſpirit ib. 
— makes it idolatry to worſhip 
| Jeſus "Chriſt, or any other perſpn CG BEE). : 
Cromwell, the Protector, his ordinance for religious 
Uberty, worthy of being adopted at this day 121 
| Diſfenter 47 
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Diſſenters, the true friends of the Hanover family 5 


. Epiſtles, a proof in them, that the apoſtles could 
never intend to make Chriſt, God = - 54 
Evangeli/ts, the three firſt, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
never appear to have had the leaſt thought, nor 
ever taught, that their divine maſter Jeſus was 
any other than a human being - 46—48 
John differs not from the other three, 
however much the contrary has been ſuppoſed 50—52 


Fathers, the, or early chriſtian writers ; why not 
to be regarded, if they teach Chriſt to be God, 


and to be worſhiped - 4 107, 108 
France, Dr. Clarke's reformed liturgy quietly re- 
ceived there . - - 165, 166 
God, one ſingle perſon, a plain proof of this, to every 
underſtanding of man, never to be confuted 34 
his unity, the plaineſt of doctrines in Scrip- 
ture - - - - vi. vii. 


another equally plain proof of this, 
— that Moſes and all the holy men and pro- 
phets in the Old Teſtament never knew any 
thing of Jeſus Chriſt or the holy ſpirit being 
divine perſons or Gods — „ Says : 
he one true, worſhiped by j jews and mahome- 
tans, but not by the greater part of chriſtians 164 
Grieſbach, a learned editor of the Greek New 
Teſtament, his integrity - — 0 


My h Herring, 
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Herring, Dr. Archbiſhop of Canterbury, a fivourer - 
of Dr. Clarke's reformed liturgy, and who wiſhed 
to have it adopted - - 134 
Honefly and ſincerity, in the worſhip of God, not 
to be diſpenſed with \ < - — 160, 161 
Hepłins, Rev. Mr. his excellent character, the 
alterations he made in the church- ſervice, to 
ſatisfy his conſcience in reading it — Ix. note. 
— his call upon the governors of 
the church to reform the litany, where four diſ- 
tinct objects of religious worſhip are invoked xii, 


Idolatry, how repreſented in Scripture - - 68 
heathen, what ? - - — 69 
chriſtian, what? - - 70, 81 
Jaalatrous errors pe the deity, to what 
owing - — 69 61 
1delatry, chriſtian, diſhonourable 00 A 1 
Almighty Gd - 70 
not ſinful ; but a moſt ade hs 
error r concerning the Deity = '- = 162 
— bo chriſtians are innocent in it 
vii. 68, 69, 70, 81 
Idolatry, a definition of - - 57 
— forbidden by nature's light 7 72 
Idolatrous, the worſhip of Chriſt demonſtrated to 
be, equally with that of Mary his mother 75, 79 
Idalatry of eee e how to 


be conſidere ldd — 31, 82 
—vreaſons for not being . in . 
of it as ſuch on proper occaſions 82 


V reaſons of reluctance ſometimes in this 


A. reſpec̃t hs 368 - — - — 87 
| Iailatry, 
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Idelatry, the worſhip of Chriſt, if he be a creature, . 

ſo called by Dr. Waterland, and others 8 3 
Idulaters, the greateſt part of chriſtians have been 

for many ages, and are ftill I. 
Idolatry, Dr. Clarke did not in ſo many words fo 

call the worſhip of Chriſt, but his expunging it 

out of his reformed liturgy, was tantamount 163 
Jehovah, the aſſertion of there being two Jehovahs 

ariſing from ignorance of grammar 37 
Feſus Chriſt, whether he be God, or a creature, 

not a matter of difficult inquiry = = = 22, 23 
an unitarian = = ” 29 
Feſus, what to be underſtood by his being our Lord - 53 
our Lord calls himſelf M this name, 


now. that he is in heaven — — | 35 | 


Integrity, inconſiſtent with, to join in the worſhip 


of a Being, whom you do not believe to be God 100 


Law, Dr. Biſhop of Carliſle, a great favourer of 


Dr. Clarke's reformed liturgy + - 134 


| Learned men in almoſt all ages, whence fo blind as 
not to have been able to ſee that Chriſt was a 
man, and not God = - - 59, 60 
Litany, all of it, —m—_— > 


to thoſe who are no gods - 104 


— the particular offelineac of foe rade, 


in it — — 105 
Liturgy of the . England 3 103 


=—— 2 lift of thoſe nn 
jected - 3 

| . to Chriſt, and 
his mediatorial office, whatever be underſtood 

| by them, no ground for praying to him iv. note. 
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Marcrllus, an unitarian biſhop of the fourth century 27 
 Maty the Rev. Henry, his character « 134 
| Miracles of Chriſt not wrought by any power of 

his own - _ — - 13 


Paul the apoſtle, at Athens, preaches God to be 
one ſingle perſon, and Jeſus Chriſt to be = one 


of the human race - — 56 
w— how to be underſtood when he Arbe e crea- 

tion to Chriſt - bb. 
Paul of Samoſata, an unitarian bike 1 the third 

century 27 
Peter the apoſtle, deſeribes his Alvin maſter mow | 

as being originally only a man $3 
Th — ſtiles him God's ſervant, after his 

| being taken up into heaven - - ib, 


— informs Cornelius that Chriſt was 

' and one of mankind with high powers from God 55 
Philoſophers ancient, made no en of worſhiping 

falſe gods + - 46 
Photinus, an unitar ian biſhop of the fourth century 26 
his character and ſenfiments concerning 


„ "Ike 27. 28 
Photinians, who ? their ſentiments . 
Chriſt - - * 28 


Pliny,' his mention of chriſtians K . to 
Chriſt, how to de underſtood - 108, 109 
Priefiley, Dr. cenſured for calling the worſhip of 


Chriſt ĩdolatrous - _—_ CO" 
— — vindicated - 10 
nis particular ſervices to chriſtianity 17 

— his great crime . 
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Reformation at the, univerſally taken for granted by 
the learned, without inquiry into the Scriptures, 
that Chriſt was God, -and the doctrine of the 
Trinity true - = - - — 115 

— — many of the unlearned, by ſearch- 
ing the yg learned that there was no 
trinity, and that Jeſus Chriſt was not God, but 
a human being = - - 116 


Sabellius an eminent unitarian in the third century 27 

Servetus, burnt alive for openly maintaining, that 
Chriſt was not Gd — = iii. note. 

his reverence for Chriſt notwithſtanding iv. note. 

Socinus and Servetus held Chriſt to be an object of 

prayer; on what wrong grounds = - ib. 

Socinus an idolater = — - 146 note. 

bocinians, many eminent characters before the Re- 
volution; the reaſon of their numbers not in- 

| creaſing afterwards = - - 122 
Stephen, his addreſs to Chriſt, how to > be under- 

ſtood = 5 ig S, > Sh» $9 


Trinity, the proof of; from Gen: i. 26. iii. 22. 


very futile - — - 35 
— the proof of, from a plural ending of one 
of the names of God, ſtill more trifling | 36 


——— the worſhip of, or of three coequal gods, 
directly forbidden by Almighty God = x. xiii. 


Unity of God, aſſerted by Jeſus Chriſt 1232 
Unitarian chriſtians, not a novel ſe eee 29 
Unitarians, the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians 67, 114 

1 N Unitar ians, 
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Unitarians burnt alive by 2 Elizabeth and James I. 
119, 120 
reaſons why they cannot worſhip Chriſt, 
nor the holy ſpirit - — 152—154 
Unity of God, Moſes and Chriſt in mo agree- 
ment about it - - - Xi, 
Unlearned the, how they may prove tin the 
molt learned, that there is no trinity, no three 
divine perſons ; and that Chriſt is not God 40—57 
— — how they may prove, that none of 
the apoſtles in their epiftles could teach Chriſt 


Page 


to be God — - - - 58 
Mord the, logos, in the beginning of John's 21 
not a name of Chriſt as God - 51 
a proof that John could not di to 
call Chriſt God, the word - $4 


N public, a duty of rational, ſocial beings 91, 92 
why not very e inſiſted 
on in Seripture — 
— injoined by — God to OD 
Iſraelites = 94, 95 
— e eee by Chriſt 95 
— approved and attended 85 Chriſt 
and his apoſtles - - = 96 
n ere reh | 
Worſhip of the church of England, reaſons for 2 n 
continuing to join in it - — 111, 112 
Morſpipers of more Gods than one, reaſons for their 
having continued fo long, and ftill continuing 
among chriſtians - - = - 123, 124, 128 
| Warſhip 


9 


1 1 


Page 
Warſhip the, of any new God, ſuch as Jeſus and ; 
the holy ſpirit, not to be admitted from indirect 
inferences and concluſions, without a direct and 
. expreſs command from God for it ive note, roy 
Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, in the third century, 
her character; an unitarian = 227 28 
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Page 20, I. 7, for picqued read piqued. 
73, |. 15, dele other. 
88, 1. 5, for whilf read now that. 
130, I. 6, for proceeds read proceeded, 
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